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T  O 

y 

Senior  Surgeon 

T  O 

St.  Bartholomew  s  Hofpital, 

AND 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society. 

SIR , 

ETTER  than  a 

Year  is  now  elapfed 
fince  I  took  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  begging  the  Fa¬ 
vour  of  You  to  give  me 
an  Account  of  your  Suc- 
cefs  in  treating  cancerous 

A  -ju  Tu- 


L  iv  J 

Tumors,  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  Extirpation 
of  them.  You  were  then 
pleafed  to  return  me  an 
Anfwer,  ‘  That  You  had 
6  had  the  good  Fortune 
£  of  curing  many  in  your 
‘  Life,  but  raoft  by  Am- 
(  putation  ;  how  many 
‘  You  could  not  tell,  hav- 
6  ing  never  kept  a  Hiftory 
i  of  them’.  At  the  fame 
Time,  I  gave  You  a  fum- 
mary  View  of  my  Thoughts 
on  the  enfuing  Subject: ; 
when  Y ou  were  fo  far  from 
diicouraging  my  Under¬ 
taking, 


taking,  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  You  pofitively  bid 
me  not  be  deterr’d  by  any 
Thing  You  had  faid,  from 
the  noble  Purpofe  of  at¬ 
tempting  all  in  my  Power 
for  the  Advancement  of 
fo  uleful  a  Profeffion  as  is 
that  of  Surgery.  This,  I 
prefume,  Y ou  faid  (as  wile 
Men  are  wont  to  do) 
rather  to  encourage  the 

O 

Honefty  of  my  Intention 
to  do  good,  how  little 
and  inconliderable  foever, 
than  that  You  thought  me 
capable  of  advancing  any 

Thing 


new  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  on  the  Subje£h  I 
aicribe  no  Merit  to  myfelf 
from  the  fucceedincr  Per- 
rormance ;  if  there  be  any 
due,  ’tis  undoubtedly  ow¬ 
ing  to  You,  and  the  other 
celebrated  Authors,  who 
have  abundantly  fupplied 
me  with  Materials  to  il- 
luftrate  my  Defign.  But 
my  Obligation  to  You  is 
the  greater,  as  what  I  have 
felefted  from  Your  inge¬ 
nious  EJfay  (on  the  Art  of 
Healings  See.  for  that  Pur- 
pofe)  was  by  your  Leave. 

When 


✓ 
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When  I  came,  there¬ 
fore,  to  a  Determination 
of  publifhing  the  enfuing 
Treatife,  I  did  not  in  the 
leaf!:  hefitate  to  whom  I 

r  .  _ 

fhould  dedicate  it.  For  to 
whom  could  I  better  have 
Recourfe,  as  a  Perfon  every 
Way  qualified  to  patronize 
a  Work  of  this  Nature  (if 
ib  trifling  an  Efiay  may  be 
called  fo)  than  to  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  whofe  Knowledge  is 
evidently  fo  extenfive  in  the 
Science  he  profefles  ? 

All  I  fhall  further  add, 
is,  that  I  heartily  wifli  Y ou 

Length 


Length  of  Days  ftill  to  im¬ 
prove  the  moll  noble  Art 
of  Healings  both  for  the 
Good  of  the  prelent  and 
iucceeding  Ages. 

I  hope  Y ou  will  accept 
of  this  hncere  Mark  of  my 
Efteem,  and  believe  me  to 
be  really, 

S  /  R, 

Tour  moft  obedient ,  and 
Mojl  obliged 

Humble  Servant , 

Halefworth, 

Dec.  27,  1752. 


W.  Norford. 


THE 


PREFACE. 

i  X  r  x  >  ■  :  > 

♦  .  •  i  *  x  ■  . .  -  > 

IT  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  Ar¬ 
rogance  and  Prefumption  in*  me 
(as  a  Country  Surgeon)  to  attempt  the 
delivering  my  Thoughts  on  a  Difeafe, 
which  has,  hitherto,  employ’d  the 
Heads  of  Men  of  the  moll  confummate 
Learning  and  Experience,  to  invefti- 
gate  the  true  Caufe  and  Cure  of  it : 
But  fo  difficult  is  the  Talk,  that  not- 
withflanding  all  their  Endeavours,  it 
ft  ill  remains  the  Opprobrium  Medicorum 
&  Chirurgorum.  — -  But  I  hope  the 
candid  Reader  will  fufpend  any  rafli 
Judgment  of  me,  ’till  he  hears  the 
Motives  that  induced  me  iirft  to  write 

i* 

a  on 


on  this  Difeafe.  Several  Years  ago, 
(at  my  firft  coming  into  Practice)  fome 
Patients  affli£ted  with  Cancers ,  offer’d 
themfelves  to  my  Care ;  and  as  this  is 
fo  rebellious  a  Diftemper,  not,  like 
fome  others,  to  be  conquered,  except 
under  a  Method  adapted,  with  the 
greateft  Propriety ,  to  the  peculiar 
Nature  of  it,  I  was  particularly  cau¬ 
tious  how  I  treated  them  :  As  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary,  in  fuch  Cafes,  to 
bear  in  Mind  the  ancient  Adage  of 
Hippocrates ,  viz.  Oportet  Medicum  ten- 
tare  duo ,  vel  prodejj'e ,  vei  faltem  non 
nocere.  I  had  often  obferved,  that 
Surgeons  in  Confutations  in  cancerous 
Cafes,  frequently  differ’d  greatly  in 
their  Sentiments  about  treating  them  j 
each  quoting,  perhaps,  his  favourite 
Author  in  fupport  of  his  Opinion ; 
fo  that,  fometimes,  the  unhappy  Pa¬ 
tient  has  had  the  Operation  perform’d 
under  fuch  Circumftances,  that  it  was 
almoft  impoffible  it  fhould  fucceed  $ 
at  other  Times,  in  my  humble  O- 

pinion, 
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pinion,  I  have  feen  the  Patient  aban¬ 
doned,  and  left,  as  it  were,  to  the 
Fury  of  the  Difeafe,  when,  I  have 
had  great  Reafon  to  think,  the  O- 
peration  might  have  been  fuccefsfully 
employ’d. 

The  Consideration  of  thefe  Things, 
naturally  led  me  to  Search  into  the 
Authors  of  the  greateft  Note,  (that 
I  was  acquainted  with,  who  had  wrote 
on  this  Subjedt, )  to  dilcover ,  if 
poffible,  by  a  Comparifon  of  their 
Opinions,  fuch  Rules ,  whereby  1 
might  be  guided  in  my  Practice,  fo 
as  not  to  err  greatly  on  either  Side  j 
not  rafhly  to  advife  the  Operation 
where  there  was  no  Hopes  of  Suc¬ 
ceeding  by  it,  or  when  other  Means 
might  have  been  more  ufeful ;  on  the 
other  Hand,  not  to  leave  die  Patient 
to  the  hard  Fate  of  the  Difeafe,  when 
there  was  a  Profpedt  of  its  being 
beneficial  and  Salutary.  This  Step 
was  attended  with  much  Trouble, 

a  2  not 
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not  to  fay  Expence ;  and  I  was 
ftill  greatly  at  a  Lofs  how  to  adt  for 
the  beft  in  this  terrible  Difeafe. — : — • 
Authors,  who,  according  to  the  Re¬ 
port  of  the  World,  were  of  equal 
Abilities  and  Authority,  varied  greatly 
in  their  Opinions,  as  to  the  Treatment 
©f  it,  &c.  fo  that  I  did  not  well  know 
whofe  Opinion  moft  to  rely  upon.  — ■ 
However,  by  a  ftrift  Obfervation  in 
my  Practice,  always  endeavouring  care¬ 
fully  to  feparate  the  real  Symptoms 
of  the  Difeafe  from  thofe  caufed  by 
the  Medicines  I  had  prefcribed :  I 
thought,  at  length,  I  was  able  to 
difcover  by  what  Means  fome  Medi¬ 
cines  were  fo  prejudicial  in  this  Di- 
flemper,  which  Reafon,  at  firft,  fug- 
gefted  might  be  ufeful ;  and  likewise, 
by  what  Means  a  Medicine  that  was 
difagreeable  in  one  Stage  of  the  Dis¬ 
order,  might,  neverthelefs,  be  very 
beneficial  in  another.  —  Thefe  Re¬ 
marks  I  carefully  regifter’d,  and,  at 
mv  leifure  Hours,  compared  them 

with 
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with  thofe  of  the  moil  celebrated 
Authors.  By  Degrees,  what  with  my 
own  Experience,  and  the  Knowledge 
I  gain’d  from  repeated  Perufals  of  the 
beft  Books,  I  at  length  eflablifhed 
fome  Rules,  by  which,  I  think,  we 
may  be  enabled  to  cure,  with  a  De¬ 
gree  of  Certainty,  fome  Stages  of  this 
Diforder. 

Good  Succefs  in  Matters  of  Diffi¬ 
culty,  too  frequently  gives  us  a  Tinc¬ 
ture  of  Vanity ;  and,  I  mult  confefs, 
I  was  not  a  little  pleafed  in  having 
cured  two  or  three  Patients  of  this 
Difeafe.  For  as  the  peculiar  Nature 
of  the  Diftemper  was  fuch,  as  feldom 
to  be  cured  by  mere  Goodnefs  of 
Conffitution ;  and,  as  both  phyfical 
and  chirurgical  Means  were  neceffary 
to  complete  a  Cure,  I  thought  I  could 
not  be  deceived  in  the  Effedts  of  thefe, 
more  especially  in  the  latter :  For, 
as  Celfus  has  long  ago  obferved,  ‘  The 
‘  Effedts  of  Surgery  are  more  manifeft 

A  3  ‘  than 
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a  than  the  other  Branches  of  Phytic  $ 
s  hnce  in  Difeafes,  Nature  or  Chance 

*  may  do  much,  and  the  fame  Me-. 
1  dicines  have  fometimes  proved  falu- 
‘  tary,  and  fometimes  had  no  Effedt 
1  at  all,  fo  that  it  is  a  Matter  of  Doubt. 
‘  whether  Plealth  is  occafioned  by  the 

*  Medicines  that  have  been  admi- 
‘  niftred,  or  by  the  good  natural 
5  Conftitution  of  the  Body;  but  in 
‘  Diftempers  that  are  cured  by  the 
‘  Affiftance  of  the  Surgeon’s  Hand, 

4  it  is  plain  from  whence  the  falutary 

*  Effedt  proceeds’.  * 

•  How- 

*  Lib.  vir.  praf.  1  Ea  nen  quidem  Medica - 

*  menta  atque  viflus  rationem  omittit ;  fed  ?nanw 

*  tamenplurimum  prajiaty  eflqne  ejus  ejfefius  inter 
4  ornnes  medicines  partes  evidentiffimm .  Si  qui~ 

4  deni  in  mo  f  bis  cum  multiim  for  tuna  conferaty 
4  eademque  fespe  falutaria ,  fespe  vana  fint ;  potejf 
i  dubitari ,  fecunda  valentudo  medicines ,  an 
4  corporis  bcneficio  contigerit .  In  bis  quoquey  in 
4  quibus  medicamentis  maxime  utimur }  quamvis 
4  profelt  us  evideniior  efiy  tamen  fanitatem  &  per 
s  hecc  frujira  quari ,  &  fine  his  reddi  fape^ 
4  manifejium  eft,  Sicut  in  ocu/is  quoque  depre « 

v  €  bends 


C  xv  1 

However,  as  I  was  doubtful  whe¬ 
ther  thefe  People  would  remain  long 
without  a  Relapfe,  (according  to  the 
Opinion  of  mod:  chirurgical  Writers,) 
I  was  not  very  hafty  in  communicating 
my  Sentiments  concerning  this  Difeafe, 
or,  indeed,  faying  to  any  one  that  I 
had  ever  fuch  Patients :  For,  as  I 
had  advifed  fome  of  them  to  the 
Extirpation  of  the  Tumors,  and  a 
pretty  fevere  Courfe  of  Phyfic  after 
the  Operation,  I  very  well  knew* 
that  if  any  of  them  had  relapfed, 
and  the  Method  by  which  I  had 
treated  them,  fhould  have  come  to 
the  Ears  of  thofe  who  have  always 
oppofed  and  cenfured  me ,  unde- 
fervedly,  that  they  would  not  have 

e  hendi  poteji  ;  qui  a  medicis  diu  vexati ,  fine  his 
‘  inter  dum  fane  fount.  At  in  ea  parte-,  qua  manu 

*  curat ,  evidens  ejl ,  omnem  profefium ,  ut  aliquid 

*  Aiis  adjuvetur,  hinc  tamen  plurimum  tra-> 
4  here”.  Hipp.  de  Arte  v. 

A  4 
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been  wanting  in  artfully  infinuating 
to  the  World,  that  the  Step  I  had 
taken  with  thefe  People  was  ex¬ 
tremely  improper,  and  greatly  preju¬ 
dicial  to  their  Healths  and  Confti- 
tutions. — —  I  was  very  fenfible,  that 
fuch  a  Courfe  of  Phyiic  as  I  prefcribed 
after  Extirpation,  was  not  univerfally 
known  ever  to  have  been  order’d  in 
fuch  Cafes ;  and  that,  unlefs  I  could 
have  convinced  the  World  that  I  had 
known  it  ufeful  from  my  own  reite¬ 
rated  Experience,  it  would  have  been 
to  little  Purpofe  to  have  brought  any 
Book  to  my  Support,  tho’  the  Author 
was  of  the  greatefl  Authority  $  be- 
caufe  the  major  Part  of  Mankind  ge¬ 
nerally  look  upon  the  oldeft  Man  as 
the  ableft  Practitioner ;  and  that  all 
the  Knowledge  which  is  to  be  ac¬ 
quired  by  Reading,  to  be  of  little 
Signification  for  the  Improvement  of 
Surgery.  —  But  whether  or  no  the 
mere  Practitioner  is  the  Perfon  the 
moft  to  be  relied  on  in  extraordinary 

Cafes 
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Cafes  in  Surgery,  &c.  has  been  fuffi- 
ciently  anfwered  by  the  learned  Dr. 
Friend ,  and  other  ingenious  Authors. 

But  to  return  :  As  my  Patients  have 
had  the  good  Luck  to  continue  well, 
feme  of  them  being  now  living  Wit- 
nefies  of  what  I  have  afierted ;  I  de- 
iire  it  to  be  thought,  that  a  fin  cere 
Willingnefs  to  inform  others  of  a  Me¬ 
thod  of  Practice  1  have  had  great  Rea- 
fon  to  be  fatisfied  with  myfelf,  and 
what  may  hereafter  be  of  Ufe  to  the 
young  Surgeon,  is  the  real  Motive  of 
the  Publication  of  this  Effay. — When 
I  firft  committed  my  Thoughts  to  Pa¬ 
per  on  the  enfuing  Subject,  it  was  for 
my  own  Ufe ;  but,  afterwards,  on  my 
giving  them  to  be  read  by  the  young 
Gentleman  my  Apprentice,  and  fome 
others,  who  exprefied  fome  Satisfaction 
thereat,  I  had  Thoughts  of  publifhing 
them,  thinking  they  might  be  of  Ser¬ 
vice  to  thofe  of  lefs  Experience  than 
myfelf  |  but,  I  believe,  I  fhould  not 


have  prevailed  on  myfelf  to  have  done 
it,  had  I  not  been  encouraged  to  it  by 
one  who  is  a  good  Judge  in  Matters  of 
this  Nature,  and  juftly  efteemed  one 
of  the  mod;  Eminent  in  the  Art  of 
Surgery. - 1  fay  not  this  to  gain  Fa¬ 

vour  for  that  which  perhaps  merits 
none ;  or  that  I  defire  any  worthy 
Friends  fhould  be  anfwerable  for  my 
Faults :  Such  a  Requefl  would  be  vain 

and  ungenerous  indeed. - 1  expedt 

to  get  little  popular  Applaufe  by  this 
Undertaking  ;  had  my  Aim  been  at  fo 
uncertain  a  Mark,  I  would  have  chofe 
a  Suhjedt  lefs  difficult  than  the  follow¬ 
ing  to  have  wrote  upon. 

I  own  myfelf  but  moderately  qua¬ 
lified  to  commence  an  Author,  and 
pretend  to  none  of  the  Perfections  and 
Elegancies  of  fine  Language. — I  have 
expreffed  myfelf  in  the  mod;  intelligible 
Manner  I  am  able,  having  wrote  my 
Thoughts  juft  as  they  occurred  to  me, 

with- 
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without  fludying  for  fuch  as  might 
appear  more  pompous  and  learned.-— 
I  hope,  therefore,  all  Faults,  as  to  that 
Point,  will  be  pardoned  by  the  inge¬ 
nious  and  candid  Reader ;  whom  I 
confefs,  I  delire  only  to  pleafe  ;  for  as 
to  what  any  of  the  honourable  Tribe 
of  the  Malevoli  may  fay  againlt  me,  I 
am  ready  prepared  for  them  ;  could  I 
gain  their  Encomiums  it  would  not 
make  me  vain,  neither  (hall  their  De¬ 
tractions  give  me  the  lead  Uneafinefs. 
Men  of  the  greatefl  Abilities  have  not 
efcaped  Cenfure,  altho’  they  have  em¬ 
ployed  their  Talents  with  the  utmoft 
Indudry  for  the  public  Good  ;  much 
lefs  then  mud  I  expeCt  to  come  clear 
off,  unlefs  my  Pretentions  to  no  fupe- 
rior  Qualifications  may  let  me  ef- 
cape. — It  is  now,  and  always  has  been 
(as  the  learned  Dr.  Mead  obferves) 
‘  the  general  Temper  of  Mankind  to 
*  be  excellively  lavilh  of  their  Re- 
£  proofs,  but  of  their  Commendations 

a  6  4 ex- 
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*  extremely  parfimonious  Surely 
this  unhappy  Difpofition  to  cenfure, 
arifes  in  the  Majority  of  Mankind,  not 
fo  much  from  real  Ill-nature,  as  from 
a  Want  of  Capacity  ;  for,  certainly, 
’tis  much  ealier  to  find  Fault  and  ridi¬ 
cule,  than  commend ;  a  very  little 
Judgment  will  ferve  for  the  former, 
but  for  the  latter,  the  beft  Talents  are 
required  to  do  it  properly. 

I  am  well  fatisfied,  ’tis  the  Fear  of 
thcfe  Men  of  a  narrow  and  ill-dif- 
pofed  Turn  of  Mind,  that  deters  fe- 
verai  ingenious  Surgeons  from  publifh- 
ing  their  Obfervations,  whofe  Multi¬ 
plicity  of  Practice  will  not  allow  them 
Time  to  write  fo  corredtly,  perhaps, 
as  is  generally  expe&ed  in  thofe  Pieces 
which  are  to  appear  in  Public ;  but,  I 
have  always  obferved,  that  the  learned 

*  Ita  mmirum  fert  hominum  natura ,  in  alio- 
rum  reprehenfionibus  nimia  plerumque  ts*  prodiga, 
in  laudationibus  vero  parca  &  avar®%  Pvcsj\  ad 
id  Pracep,  Aled,  p*  iv* 


and 
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and  candid  Readers  are  ever  the  mod: 
ready  to  forgive  F aults  of  that  Kind  in 
well-meant  Defigns ;  and  will,  if  there 
be  any  room  for  it,  rather  praife  than 
depreciate  the  Performance. 

The  fenfible  Part  of  Mankind  will 
not  look  upon  every  Country  Surgeon 
as  an  Ignoramus ;  and,  I  hope,  there 
are  few  fo  weak,  as  to  think  no  Cafes 
can  happen  out  of  the  Smoke  of  a 
City  worth  the  committing  to  Pofteri- 
ty.  ’Tis  certain  as  great  a  Variety  of 
Cafes  falls  frequently  under  the  Coun¬ 
try  Surgeons  Care,  as  can  come  to  the 
City  one' s  j  except  thofe  Gentlemen 
concerned  in  the  public  Hofpitals :  to 
whofe  Labours  we  are  already  greatly 
indebted  for  feveral  ufeful  Parts  -  of 
Knowledge. — - 1  know  no  Differ¬ 

ence  between  the  common  practical 
City  Surgeon  and  the  Country  c?tei 
than  that  the  former  can  do  his  Bufi- 
nefs  in  lefs  Time,  and  with  lefs  Fa¬ 
tigue  than  the  latter;  and  therefore, 

con  - 
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conlequently,  the  Citizen  has  more 
Time  upon  his  Hands  to  communicate 
his  Succefs  to  the  Public  (if  he  pleafes) 
than  the  Countryman  has.  And  the 
Truth  of  what  I  have  here  aflerted,  I 
know  by  Experience  j  having  received 
the  Rudiments  of  my  chirurgical  Edu¬ 
cation  in  a  large  and  populous  City 
and  under  a  Gentleman  of  the  firfb 

V  ''  * 

Charadter  in  full  Bufinefs. — But  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  the  City  Surgeons  are,  in 
general,  endowed  with  more  penetrat¬ 
ing  Genius's  than  thofe  in  the  Country, 
is  another  Queftion :  and  needlefs  to 
be  folved  by  me ;  fince  it  has  been  fo 
well  done  by  a  Gentleman  lately,  in 
his  Preface  to  a  Book  intitled,  Practi¬ 
cal  Cafes  and  Obfervations  in  Surgery , 
&c.  By  Dale  Ingram,,  Surgeon  and 
Man-midwife. 

•  t  »  J  >  »  l  k  ^  ^ 

>  „  i  ^  r  .  _  ..  -  *  .  M 

By  this  Time  the  Reader  may  be 
defirous  of  knowing  what  he  is  to  find 
in  the  following  Eflay :  I  fhall  there¬ 
fore  haften  to  inform  him,  that  I  have 

en~ 
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endeavoured,  as  far  as  my  prefent 
Pra&ice  would  give  me  Leave,  to  fet 
in  as  clear  a  Light  as  I  could,  the  fafed 
Method  of  treating  cancerous  T umors ; 
about  which  many  Surgeons  are  at  pre¬ 
fent  much  divided  in  their  Opinions : 
Some  advife  a  Trial  of  refolving  them  j 
others  rejeCt  fuch  Attempts,  and  re¬ 
commend  only  Palliatives,  looking 
upon  all  other  Methods  as  unfafe  or 
prejudicial  j  while  others  call  out  foie- 
y  for  Extirpation,  wherever  the  Ope¬ 
ration  is  practicable. — Thefe  Me¬ 
thods  may,  perhaps,  have  each  of 
them  their  Ufe,  under  proper  Redac¬ 
tions.. 

.  The  Bulinefs  of  the  following  EBay 
is,  to  enquire  at  what  Time  each  of 
thefe  Methods  of  Cure  ought  to  take 

place. - Whether  I  have  fucceeded 

at  all  in  the  Attempt,  the  Learned  are 

the  bed  Judges. - 1  mud  humbly 

fubmit  myfelf  to  their  Judgment,  be¬ 
ing  willing  to  anfwer  for  my  Faults,, 

and 
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and  to  retraCl  my  Opinion  in  any  Par¬ 
ticular,  if  any  one  will  candidly  tell 
me  of  my  Errors ;  becaufe,  I  think, 
it  is  of  the  higheft  Importance,-  that 
every  Point,  which  refpeds  the  Healths 
and  W elfare  of  our  Fellow-Creatures, 

fhould  be  duly  adjufted.- - 1  care  not 

if  every  Argument  and  Method  I  have 
mentioned  be  refuted,  provided  any 
other,  which  Reafon  and  Experience 
fhew  better,  be  eflablifhed  in  their 

Place.- - 1  am  not  fo  fond  of  my 

own  Opinion,  or  fo  weak  as  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  impofe  it  upon  any  one  :  I 
know  every  body  will  reafon  and 
judge  according  to  his  own  Notion 
of  Things ;  and  therefore  the  Argu¬ 
ments  and  Proofs  which  appear  con¬ 
vincing  to  me  in  the  enduing  EfTay, 
may  appear  too  remote  and  equivocal 
to  others :  But  as  I  have  made  my 
Theory  bend  to  a  fafe  Method  of 
Practice,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  excufed  :  I 
am  content  therefore  to  leave  all  the 
conjectural  Part  of  the  following  Sub¬ 
ject 
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jeft  upon  the  Foot  of  Inquirenda.  I 
pretend  only,  as  Horace  *  fays,  to  have 
performed  the  Office  of  a  Whetftone, 
&c.  and  heartily  wiffi  to  fee  this  Sub¬ 
ject  cleared  up  by  an  abler  Hand  j  and 
that  we  might  fee  this  Difeafe  lefs  our 
Reproach  than  it  is  at  prefent,  both 
for  the  Good  of  our  Patients,  and  the 
Honour  of  the  healing  Art. 

As  to  the  Order  of  the  following 
Eilay,  I  have  begun  with  confidering 
and  comparing  the  Opinions  of  feveral 
of  the  moft  eminent  in  the  Art  of 
Surgery ,  who  have  wrote  on  the  Sub¬ 
ject  j  remarking,  as  I  proceeded,  fuch 
Things,  as,  I  thought,  occafioned  the 
Succefs  or  Failure  of  each  Method  of 
Cure :  And  thefe  Remarks  I  have  il- 
luftrated  with  Cafes,  either  from  my 
own  Practice,  or  culled  from  Authors 

*  - -  Fungar  vice  cotis  acutum 

Reddere  qua  ferrum  valet  exfors  ipfa  fecandi. 

Art,  Poet.  Per.  304. 


of 


(  xxvi  ] 

of  the  greateft  Note.  The  Cafes  of 
my  own  are  faithfully  related ;  and 
taken  from  a  Diary,  which  I  have 
kept,  of  the  moft  remarkable  Occur¬ 
rences  in  Surgery ,  that  have  fallen  un¬ 
der  my  Care. 

The  EBay  was  wrote  near  two 
Years  ago,  almoft  in  the  Form  it  now 
appears.  I  thought  then  I  had  treated 
of  feveral  Things  not  taken  Notice  of 
by  any  other  Author  ;  at  lead  in  none 
that  I  had  then  feen :  But  fince  I  find, 
on  a  Perufal  of  the  Commentaries  upon 
the  Aphorijms  of  Dr.  Herman  Boer - 
haave,  by  Gerard  Van  Stvieten ,  M.  D. 
feveral  Circumftances  agreeable  to  what 
I  had  previoufly  obferved.  I  have, 
therefore,  fubmitted  to  the  Trouble  to 
colled:,  from  the  laft-mentioned  Book, 
fuch  Things  as  I  imagined  would  fur¬ 
ther  illuflrate  the  Method  I  would  in¬ 
culcate.  If  it  be  obferved,  that  I 
have,  in  fome  Cafes,  not  treated  my 
Patients,  in  every  Particular,  with  that 

Pro- 
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Propriety  or  Juftnefs  the  learned  and 
more  experienced  might  expert,  I 
hope  I  ffiall  be  excufed  ;  fince  I  have 
taken  the  Refolution,  rather  to  expofe 
my  own  Weaknefs,  than  to  conceal 
my  Miftakes,  which  hereafter  might 
have  been  a  Stumbling-block  to  the 

young  Pra&itioner. - -But,  before  I 

conclude,  I  can’t  help  acknowledging 
myfelf  greatly  indebted  to  the  inge¬ 
nious  Authors  I  have  quoted  j  and  if, 
in  fome  Particulars,  I  have  been  obliged 
to  differ  from  them,  it  is  with  the 
greateft  Diffidence  of  myfelf,  and  be- 
caufe  I  can’t  yield  an  implicit  Faith 
to  the  greateft  Authorities. 

I  think  from  what  I  have  faid,  no 
one  will  be  fo  invidious  as  to  fuggeft 
that  my  Intentions  are  to  inftrudt  Sur¬ 
geons  of  the  firft  Character;  I  have 
already  owned  myfelf  greatly  indebted 
to  their  Labours  and  Ingenuity  y  and 
previoufly  hinted  that  the  following 

Trea- 
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Treatife  is  deligned  for  the  Informa¬ 
tion  of  thofe  juft  coming  into  Prac¬ 
tice  ;  whofe  Notions  are  frequently 
form’d  from  reading  two  or  three  Au¬ 
thors,  and  thofe,  perhaps,  none  of  the 

beft. - The  enfuing  Eftay  then  may 

be  faid  to  be  a  proper  Direction  to  the 
choice  Authors  on  the  SubieCt  j  and  is 
a  fummary  View  of  their  different 
Sentiments ;  by  the  Help  of  which,  I 
have  been  greatly  guided  in  my  Prac¬ 
tice. - 1  hope,  therefore,  it  will  not 

be  thought  altogether  a  ufelefs  Under¬ 
taking  to  publifh  my  Succefs :  Like  a 
Traveller  on  his  Journey,  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  Simile)  who,  after  having 
enquired  of  various  People  the  beft 
Road  to  the  Place  whither  he  was 
going,  and  having  received  different 
Directions  from  fome  of  them,  he  is 
at  laft  guided  by  the  Majority  of  their 
concurring  Opinions  and  his  own  Rea- 
fon ;  and  on  his  meeting  the  next 
Stranger,  he  informs  him,  not  only  by 

whom 
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whom  he  was  guided,  that  he  may 
afk  (if  he  pleafes)  occafionally,  but 
iikewife  gives  l'uch  further  Directions 
as  he  had  found  mod:  ufeful  to  him- 

felf. 

I  thall  conclude  this  preliminary 
Difcourfe,  with  advifing  the  young 
Surgeon  well  to  condder  the  great  and 
weighty  Employment  he  has  entered 
into ;  and  that  however  great  his  Ge¬ 
nius  and  other  Accomplilhments  are, 
it  will  neverthelefs  require  his  whole 
Study  and  Thoughts,  to  acquit  him- 
felf  as  he  ought  in  the  Duties  of  his 
Profeflion.  For  altho’  Cuftom  and 
Time  have  reconciled  fome  Things  to 
us,  which,  if  duly  conddered,  are 
Chocking  to  human  Nature,  yet  the 
Heinoufnefs  of  a  Crime  *  when  it 
£  fpreads  through  Numbers,  is  not  fo 
4  properly  divided  as  multiplied  :  E- 
‘  very  one  is  criminal  in  proportion 
c  to  the  Offence  which  he  commits, 

‘  not 
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c  not  to  the  Number  of  thofe  who 
*  are  his  Companions.  Both  the 
c  Crime  and  the  Penalty  lie  as  heavy 
4  upon  every  Individual  of  an  offend- 
‘  ing  Multitude,  as  they  would  upon 
c  any  fingle  Perfon,  had  none  fhared 
c  with  him  in  the  Offence.’ 

*rJ 

I  don’t  know  whether  this  Quota¬ 
tion  will  be  thought  quite  applicable 
to  the  Subject  in  Hand  ;  but  what  I 
mean  by  it  is,  that  the  Number  of 
Pretenders  to  the  healing  Art  is  grown 
fo  great  and  formidable,  that  Murders 
and  the  Lofs  of  Limbs  which  are  daily 
occafioned  by  thefe  Impoftures,  are  fo 
far  from  fhocking  us,  that  we  fcarce 
regard  them  more  than  the  natural 
Confequences  of  Mortality. — A  Friend 
is  dead,  fay  we,  whom  I  believe  might 
have  lived  longer  if  he  had  had  proper 
Advice :  But  God  only  knows !  People 
die  under  the  Care  of  the  mod  pru¬ 
dent  Phyficians  and  Surgeons.  Thus 

the 
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the  Perpetrators  of  thefe  horrid  Crimes, 
efcaping  the  condign  Punifhments  of 
this  World,  grow  hardened  in  their 
Sins,  and  look  upon  them  as  trifling, 
becaufe  the  fame  is  daily  exercifed  by 
one  or  other  of  their  numerous  Sedt, 


t' 
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AGE  ii.  1.  29.  for  it  will  agree,  read  it  will 
appear. 


P.  47,  1.  4.  for  Axungiae,  read  hx ungia. 

P.  5  3.  1.  19.  place  a  Comma  after  the  Word 
and  the  Word  firfl . 

P.  59.  1.  7.  dele  the  Semi-colon  after  the  Word  Time , 
and  place  a  Colon. 

P.  85.  1.  18.  dele  the  Semi-colon  after  the  Word 
Cancer ,  and  place  a  Comma. 

P.  90.  1.  22,  23.  for  before  it  does  pafs  through  the 
capillary  or  hairy  Arteries,  read  before  it  pafles 
through  the  capillary  Arteries. 

P,  1 04.  1.  1 .  for  thofe  who  were,  read  thofe  which 
were. 


* 

P-  109.  1.  7.  dele  the  Semi-colon  after  the  Word 
Pus ,  and  place  a  Colon. 

P.  1 1  2.  1.  24.  dele  the  Semi-colon  after  the  Word 
Intervals ,  and  place  a  Colon. 

P.  120.  in  N°  1 .  for  were  not  much  larger,  read 
were  much  larger. 

P.  132.  L  5.  dele  the  Semi-colon  after  the  Word 
Preparations ,  and  place  a  full  Stop. 

P.  146.  1.  24.  after  the  Word  Night  place  a  full 
Hop. 

P.  148.  1.  4.  dele  nevo  before  the  Word  Inftrument. 

P.  15 1.  1.  10.  place  a  Comma  after  the  Word  In- 
drument,  and  after  Chefelden>  1.  1 1 .  place  a 
Comma  after  the  Word  Tonftls . 


ESSAY 

ON  THE 

GENERAL  METHOD 

Of  treating 

CANCEROUS  TUMORS. 

%i.  T-^ERHAPS  there  is  no  Dif- 
|-A  eafe,  which  the  human  Body  is 
A  liable  to,  that  deferves  more 
our  particular  Attention  than  a  Cancer.— 
The  moll  ingenious,  in  the  phyfical  Art, 
have  employed  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to 
find  out  its  Nature  and  Cure,  but  hitherto 
their  Attempts  have  proved  abortive  •,  and, 
I  think,  it  is  now  almoft  univerfally  al¬ 
lowed  incurable,  except  where  the  Tumor 
can  be  entirely  extirpated  by  chirurgicai 
Operation. 

Nofir 
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Notwithftanding  this  feems  to  be  the 
general  received  Opinion,  yet  the  Credit 
paid  to  Authors  *  of  having  cured  not 
only  occult ,  but  even  ulcerated  Cancers 
without  Extirpation,  has  made  feveral  Sur¬ 
geons  Advocates  for  other  Methods  of 
Cure;  fo  that  fome  Praftitioners  are  ex¬ 
tremely  cautious,  (v/ithout  2ny  Regard  to 
the  Stage  of  the  Diftemper)  in  advifing 
the  Operation,  ’till  all  other  Means  have 
failed,  left  they  ftiould  be  thought  ra(h. 
But,  if  we  duly  confider  every  Circum- 
ftance,  as  how  few  Cafes  are  reported,  by 
Authors,  of  Cancers  being  cured  without 
Extirpation,  efpecially  ulcerated  ones,  and 
that  the  Remedies,  which  we  are  told  per¬ 
formed  thefe  Wonders,  having  fo  often 
failed  in  the  Hands  of  other  Practitioners, 
ftho’  applied  exaftly  according  to  the 
Author’s  Directions)  I  think,  we  may  with¬ 
out  Scepticifm  conclude,  that  either  the 
Authors  were  not  ingenuous  enough  to 
give  us  the  true  Medicines  which  they  em¬ 
ployed  in  thefe  Cures,  or,  that  poffibly, 
they  might  miftake  fome  other  Difeafe  for 
a  Cancer. 

V 

*  Among!!  thefe,  *vidi  Marchetti  Obfer .  Medico - 
Chirarg*  p.  42.  Alfa  Turners  Surgery y  vol.  1 .  p.  95. 

How- 


(  3  ) 

However,  as  I  would  not,  willingly* 
depreciate  the  Judgment  of  any  Man,  but 
would  ufe  every  one  with  the  fame  Can¬ 
dour  as  1  fhould  like  to  be  ufed  with  my- 
felf,  I  will  fuppofe,  that,  even  in  the 
word:  of  Cafes,  Nature  does,  fometimes, 
relieve  herfelf  in  a  Manner  abfolutely 
above  our  Knowledge,  and  fo  more  may 
be  alcribed  to  the  Virtues  of  the  Medicines 
than  they  deferve  •,  therefore,  I  think,  we 
may  now  fay  with  the  Latin  Hippocrates  *, 
w'z,  that  no  Medicine  has  been  found  out 
yet,  to  be  certainly  relied  on  in  the  Cure 
of  a  Cancer.  Helmonf\. ,  indeed,  gives  us 
the  Story  of  a  certain  Man  who  cured  every 
kind  of  Cancer ,  by  fprinkling  on  a  Pow¬ 
der  which  gave  no  Pain,  and  that  he  after¬ 
wards  healed  the  Part  with  an  incarnative 
Plaifter. — But  he  adds,  that  this  Art  died 

together  with  the  Perfon. - Whatever 

Truth,  fays  the  Dodtor  ft,  there  may  be 
in  thefe  Relations,  there  is  no  fuch  Re¬ 
medy  at  prefent  known,  at  leaft  to  the 
bed:  of  my  Information. 

*  Cel/us,  Lib.  v.  cap.  xxviii.  §.  2. 

_  '!  I"  Capitulo  de  Ideis morbojts.  Num.  38.  p.437. 
From  Geradi  <van  Snvieten,  M.  D.  Comment,  in  Herm * 
Boerhaa've  Aphorifmos.  Tom.  I  ft.  p,  88c.  3d  Edit, 
ff  Fan  Sivieten.  33 

4 
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§2.  As  no  Unguent,  Powder,  or  fuch 
like  external  Applications,  have  yet  been 
proved,  with  any  Certainty,  to  radically 
cure  an  ulcerated  Cancer ,  I  think,  we  may 
altogether  exclude  that  Suppofition,  and 
reduce  the  Methods  of  Cure  to  the  three 
following  Heads,  viz.  Firft — that  by  Re- 
folution  :  Secondly — that  by  Palliation  : 
And,  thirdly — that  by  Extirpation. 

Altho’  the  palliative  Method,  I  think, 
hardly  deferves  the  Name  of  a  Cure  ;  be- 
caufe  ’tis  no  more  than  relieving  the  Ur¬ 
gency  of  the  Symptoms,  and  making  the 
Patient  tolerably  eafy  under  his  Complaints, 
without  removing  the  Caufe :  The  other 
two  Methods  are  laid,  fometimes,  to  prove 
abfolute  Cures. 

’Tis  not  neceflary  to  my  intended  Pur- 
pofe,  to  give  a  regular  Hiftory  of  this  Dif- 
eafe  *  IVifeman ,  Heijier ,  and  feveral  other 
eminent  Writers  on  the  Art  of  Surgery , 
have  fo  well  defcribed  it,  that  there  is 
little  room  left  on  that  Head,  but  to  tran- 
fcribe  from  them  ;  which  would,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  be  as  difagreeable  to  the  Reader,  as 
it  is  injudicious  in  the  Writer. — I  fhall, 
therefore,  only  take  notice  of  fuch  Parti¬ 
culars  as  are  neceffary  to  illuftrate  the  Me¬ 
thod  I  would  inculcate,  and  will  refer 

*  thofe. 
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thofe,  who  want  a  farther  Defcription  of 
this  Difeafe,  to  the  Authors  I  have  quoted/ 

§  3.  ’Though  we  have  had  many  Cures 
by  Extirpation,  yet  the  Propriety  of  this 
Method  is  difputed  by  fome  Surgeons  of 
the  greateft  Note  *,  who  think,  the  unhap¬ 
py  Patient  ought  rather  to  be  contented 
with  the  moft  approved  palliative  Method, 
when  the  Tumor  cannot  be  refoived,  than 
to  have  the  radical  Cure  attempted  by  the 
Operation. - -Their  Reafons  for  this  Opi¬ 

nion  are  faid  to  be  founded  on  the  Obser¬ 
vation,  that  very  few  of  thofe  who  have 
confented  to  the  Operation,  have  remained 
long  without  a  Return  of  the  Diforder, 
either  upon  the  Part  where  the  former  Tu« 
mor  had  been  taken  off,  or  pretty  near  the 
Neighbourhood  of  it,  and  fometimes  on 
other  remote  Parts  of  the  Body. 

§  4.  The  Truth  of  this  Obfervation  is 
confirmed  by  the  Writings  of  both  An- 
tients  and  Moderns .—Celfus  *  fays,  4  that 
4  cancerous  Tumors  may  indeed  be  extir- 

4  pared 

*  ‘  Quidam  ferro  adujferunt :  Quidam  fcalpello  exci - 
*  derunt ,  neque  ulli  unqua?n  Medicin a  profuit :  Sed 
€  adnfta ,  protinus  concitata  funt ,  increverunt ,  donee 

4  occi derent.  Excifa  etia?n  poji  indudam  cicatricem , 
1  tamen  reverterunt ,  &  caufam  mortis  attulerunt .  Cum 

5  interim  plerique  nullam  <vim  adbibendo ,  qua  tollere  id 

B  3  •  malum 
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*  pated  by  the  Knife,  and  a&ual  Cautery  j 

*  for  no  Medicine  ever  was  found  fervice- 

*  able ;  but  if  they  are  cauterized,  the 

*  Diforder  is  immediately  irritated  and  en- 

*  creafed,  ’till  the  Patient  is  deftroy’d.— 
‘  If  after  the  Excilion  you  heal  the  Wound, 

*  neverthelefs  the  Difeafe  returns,  and  is 

*  the  Occafion  of  Death. — Whereas  in  the 

*  mean  time  mo  ft  of  thofe  who  ufe  no  vio- 

*  lent  Means,  by  which  the  Diftemper  is 
‘  endeavoured  to  be  removed,  but  apply 

*  only  lenient  Medicaments,  which  as  it 
4  were  footh  and  palliate  the  Diforder,  it  is 
4  by  that  Means  rendered  fupportable  even 
‘  to  a  good  old  Age.’ 

§  5.  Amongft  the  Moderns,  the  princi¬ 
pal  Author  of  my  Acquaintance,  to  our 
prefent  Purpofe,  is,  that  ingenious  and 
moft  indefatigable  ProfelTor  of  Anatomy, 
Mr.  Monro  of  Edinburgh  j  who,  after  hav¬ 
ing  given  us  feveral  Hiftories  of  ulcerated 
Cancers ,  difcharging  a  bloody  Lymph, 
concludes  with  the  following  Remarks.— 
‘  The  quick  Return  of  the  cancrous  Knots, 

f  malum  tentent ;  fed  imponendo  tantum  lem  a  me  die  a*- 

*  menta ,  quee  quafi  blandiantur,  quo  minus  ad  ultimam 

*  feneftutetn  per^veniant ,  non  probibeantur  1  Aur .  Corn* 
Celft  Lib .  vth,  cap .  xxviii.  3  x  7*  §  t% 

i  after 
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4  after  the  Extirpation  of  the  Breaft  in  this 

*  Cafe  *,  calls  to  my  Remembrance  a  Pro- 

*  blem  which  I  have  often  wifhed  to  have 
‘  a  Solution  of,  whether  ought  cancrous 
‘  Tumors  to  be  extirpated,  or  ought  the 
4  palliative  Method  only  to  be  followed 

*  when  they  cannot  be  refolved  ?  * 

§  6.  ‘  The  Refolution  of  a  Cancer  I  a o 
4  knowledge  to  be  very  rare,  but  having 
1  feen  two  fuch  Tumors,  or  at  lead  whac 
‘  I  judged  to  be  fuch,  cured,  I  could  nofi 

*  exclude  the  Suppofition  altogether.  To 
4  encourage  others  to  tell  their  Experience 

*  and  Opinion,  I  lhall  give  you  mine, 

§  7.  ‘Of  near  fixty  Cancers,  which  I 
‘  have  been  prefent  at  the  Extirpation  of, 
‘  only  four  Patients  remained  free  of  the 

*  Difeafe  for  two  Years.  Three  of  thefe 

*  lucky  People  had  occult  Cancers  in  the 

*  Breaft,  and  the  fourth  had  an  ulcerated 

*  Cancer  of  the  Lip. 

§  8.  ‘  The  Difeafe  does  not  return  al- 

*  ways  to  the  Part  where  the  former  Tu- 

*  mor  was  taken  away ;  but  more  fre- 
‘  quently  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and 
1  fometimes  at  a  confiderable  Diftance. 

§9.  ‘  Upon  a  Return,  the  Difeafe  ire 
4  thofe  I  faw  was  more  violent,  and  made 

*  ride  Med.  E/ays,  Vol.  Vth.  Art.  xxxii.  3d  Edit. 
Fge  345* 
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‘  a  much  quicker  Progrefs  than  it  did  in 

*  others  to  whom  no  Operation  had  been 

*  performed. 

§  i  o.  ‘  When  an  ulcerated  Cancer  that 

*  can  be  extirpated,  is  wafting  the  Patient 
‘  f°  faft  that  it  muft  bring  Death  in  a 
‘  fhort  Time,  there  feems  little  Doubt, 
‘  that  it  ought  to  be  taken  away  as  the 
‘  only  Means  of  prolonging  Life. 

§  1 1.  ‘  If  an  occult  Cancer  is  occafioned 
‘  to  a  young  healthy  Perfon  by  a  Bruife  or 
‘  ftich  other  external  Caufe,  the  Hope  of 

*  eicaping  a  Relapfe  would  perfuade  us  to 

*  extirpate  it. 

§  2.  ‘  In  all  other  cancrous  Cafes,  the 
f  earned:  Entreaty  of  the  Patients,  who  have 
‘  "'ad  the  Danger  of  a  Relapfe  fairly  ex- 
‘  plained  to  them,  and  not  the  Surgeon’s 
‘  Periuafions.  would  make  the  Lxtirpa- 
‘  tion  be  undertaken.’ 

§  .3.  Here  we  fee  Celfus’ s  and  Mr. 
Monro’s  Opinion  correfpond  pretty  near¬ 
ly. — We  fhall  not  wonder  therefore  to  find 
many  Surgeons  extremely  cautious  in  ad- 
vifing  the  Operation  ;  when  two  illuftrious 
Surgeons ,  one  antient  and  the  other  modern, 
recommend  it  in  fo  few  Cafes. 

But  why  the  Antients  fo  feldom  happily 
fucceeded,  was  in  a  great  Meafure  owing 
to  the  Impropriety  of  their  treating  it. — 

at- 
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CeJfus  *  fays,  ‘  when  the  Diforder  is  known 

*  to  be  a  Cancer ,  cauftic  Medicines  ought 

*  to  be  applied  •,  and  if  the  Difeafe  and  its- 
‘  Symptoms  are  leffened  and  abated,  the 
‘  Cure  may  be  further  carried  on  by  the 
‘  Knife  and  actual  Cautery.’  Hence  it  is 
evident,  that  the  Difeafe  muft  be  greatly 
irritated  previous  to  the  Operation  :  the 
Bad  Confequences  of  which  may  eafily  be 
conceived  by  a  Ikilful  Pra&itioner. — But 
others  of  the  Antients  ufed  a  Method 
ftill  more  prepofterous,  than  that  directed 
by  Celfus  \  particularly  Aetius  -f  (inhisDe- 
fcription  of  the  Operation  for  a  Cancer ,  to 
Leonidas )  advifes  the  cancerous  Tumor  to 
be  incifed  above  the  found  Part  of  the 
Bread:,  the  Wound'  to  be  cauterized  ’till 
an  Efchar  being  formed,  fuppreffes  the 
Haemorrhage  ;  and  then  Incifion  and  Cau^ 
terization  was  to  be  again  repeated  alter¬ 
nately  till  the  whole  of  the  Cancer  was 
eradicated. — But  after  this  Method  of  Am¬ 
putation  is  completed,  he  fays,  the  Parts 
fftould  be  cauterized  again  ’till  they  are 

*  *  Ergo,  uhi  primum  id  •vitium  notatum  eji,  imponi 
'  debent  medicamenta  adurentia.  Si  h'vatur  malum, 

*  tninuunturque  ejus  indicia ,  procedere  curatio  pot  eft  & 
e  ad  fcalpellum ,  iff  ad  uftionem Lib,  V.  cap,  28. 

/.  318. 

f  Tetrabib .  iv.  Scrm,  iv.  cap,  45,  &  46.  p,  98  s. 
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dry:  The  fir  ft  Intention  of  Cauterizing, 
he  fays,  is  to  flop  the  Blood,  and  the  laft 
is  to  deftroy  all  the  Remains  of  the  Diftem- 
per.  But  he  further  adds,  that  Scbirrt 
may  be  extirpated  by  Incifion  only  *,  as  in 
thefe  he  thinks  there  is  no  great  Danger  of 
an  Haemorrhage,  and  therefore  no  Necef- 
lity  for  the  Cautery  *. 

It  is  certain  that  a  Cancer ,  in  a  bad 
Habit  of  Body,  is  now  the  moft  lament¬ 
able  of  all  other  Difeafes.— But  how  fhock- 
ing  and  deplorable  a  State  muft  thofe  un- 
happy  People  be  in,  in  former  Days,  who 
were  affl idled  with  it,  and  confented  to 
come  under  the  Surgeon’s  Hands  ?  It  is 
evident,  that  many  of  the  antient  Phyfi- 
cians  and  Surgeons  were  Men  of  the  great- 
eft  Parts,  and  indefatigable  Induftry  ;  and 
in  fome  Particulars,  perhaps,  fuperior  to 
the  Moderns :  but  in  many  of  their  chirur- 
gical  Operations,  they  feem  to  have  adted 
with  little  more  Knowledge  or  Judgment 
than  our  modern  Mountebanks ,  Cowleeches , 
or  Farriers. 

§  1 4.  But  fuch  cruel  Methods  of  operat¬ 
ing  have  of  late  Years  been  juftly  exploded  j 
unlefs  in  fome  very  extraordinary  Cafes  ; 
great  Improvements  having  been  made  to 

*  Van  §%vieten,  &c.  p.  850, 

the 
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the  molt  ancient  and  noble  Science  of  Sur¬ 
gery,  by  the  united  Endeavours  of  fome  of 
the  Moderns  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  $ 
efpecially  in  thefe  thirty  Years  laft  paft.  — 1 
Amongft  whom  we  may  juftly  include 
Profeffor  Monro ;  to  whofe  Opinion  I  have 
always  had  the  greateft  Regard  •,  and  when¬ 
ever  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  difientfrom 
him,  it  is  always  with  much  Diffidence  of 
myfelf :  for,  I  am  fatisfied,  my  own  Ex¬ 
perience  hitherto,  is  not,  neither  would  it 
have  been,  a  fufficient  Motive  for  me  to 
Ipeak  my  Thoughts  fo  freely  on  the  prefent 
Subject,  as  I  ffiall  now  do,  were  not  the 
Opinions  of  fome  very  eminent  Authors 
on  my  Side.  —  I  ffiall  therefore,  encouraged 
by  Mr.  Monro'’ s  Leave,  (§  6.)  give  frankly 
my  Sentiments. 

That  but  only  four  out  of  fixty,  who 
underwent  the  Operation  for  extirpating 
this  terrible  Difeafe,  remained  well  more 
than  two  Years  (§  7.)  every  one  mult  allow 
is  but  fmall  Encouragement  for  a  prudent 
Surgeon  to  recommend  the  Operation,  if 
we  mull  in  general  expert  to  meet  the  like 
Succefs.  —  This  Point  we  ffiall  then,  with; 
the  ut molt  Submiffion;  enquire  into,  and,- 
if  it  be  found  to'  agree  with  the  Profejfor' s< 
Remarks,-  it  will  agree,,  that  his  Solution* 
(§  i2.)  of  the  Problem  (§  5.)  is.  extremely 
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juft ;  and  what  ought  to  be  particularly 
©blerved  by  every  good  Surgeon. 

§  I5>  That  the  Refolution  *  of  a  Cancer 
is  very  feldom,  I  will  infer  from  what  Mr. 
Monro  fays  himlelf ;  for,  in  his  extenfive 
Pradlice,  he  obferves  but  two  fuch  Tumors 
which  were  cured  by  this  Method  ;  and, 
even  concerning  thefe,  he  feems  doubtful 
whether  they  were  truly  cancerous.  (§6.) 

Before  we  proceed,  let  us  take  a  View 
of  what  fome  other  practical  Writers  fay 
concerning  the  Succefs  of  attempting  the 
Cure  of  cancerous  Tumors  by  Refolution. 

■ —  But,  firft,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take 
Notice  of  fuch  Parts  of  the  Body  as  are 
moft  liable  to  this  Diftemper. 

§  1 6.  The  Parts  the  moft  fubjedt  to  a 
Cancer ,  are,  according  to  Mr.  Chefelden ,  f 
the  Breads  and  Uterus  in  Women ;  the 
Tongue,  Mouth,  and  Penis  in  Men,  and 
the  Eyes  in  Children  ;  yet  there  is  no  Part 
where  this  Difeafe  has  not  fometimes 
fixed. 

§  17.  The  Reafon  why  a  Cancer  gene¬ 
rally  fixes  on  thefe  Parts,  is,  becaufe  they 
are  moft  glandulous ;  but  as  there  are 
Glands  interfperfed  throughout  the  Body, 

*  Vide  §.  41  or  this  E/Tay. 
f  Anatomy,  tap.  i.  book  iii,  6th  Ed, 
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ho  Part  is  therefore  entirely  exempt  from 
it.  — •  Befides,  the  different  Strufture  of  the 
Glands,  neceffary  for  their  different  Offices, 
fubjeft  fome  Parts  of  the  Body  to  this 
Difeafe  more  than  others :  For  thofe  Glands 
which  have  frequently  fuffered  any  great 
Diftenfion  by  their  contained  Fluids,  whe¬ 
ther  natural  or  preternatural,  are  the  moft 
liable  to  be  attack’d  with  the  cancerous 
Poifon  j  particularly  the  Glands  of  the 
Uterus ,  which  fwell  much  at  the  Time  of 
the  Menjlrua  •,  and  if  thefe  are  unreafonably 
Hopp’d,  Obftru&ions  may  arife,  which  will 
bring  on  a  Cancer.  The  fame  may  likewife 
happen  in  the  Breafts,  during  Lactation, 
from  an  unfeafonable  Stoppage  *  of  the 
Milk,  &c.  Other  Glands  indeed  are  liable 
to  have  Obftrudtions  formed  in  them,  either 
by  Blows  or  a  bad  State  of  the  Juices,  or 
thefe  conjunftly,  and  fo  may  become  the 
Seat  of  this  Difeafe  :  But  thefe  happen  lefs 
frequently  in  the  Legs,  Arms,  Jaws, 
Neck,  &c.  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
Schirrofities  in  thefe  Parts  are  very  feldom 
of  a  cancerous  Nature  j  nay,  Experience 
ihews  they  are  not. 

§  1 8.  If  the  Cancer  falls  upon  the  Eyes, 
Uterus ,  Fauces ,  Uvula ,  Fonfilla ,  Axillae, 


* 


*  Vide  §•  73,  of  this  Effay, 
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and  Inguina,  it  fcarcely  ever  admits  of  * 
Cure ;  but  if  it  feizes  the  Lips,  Eye-lids, 
Breafts,  or  Tefticles,  it  is  fometimes  cured. 

§  19.  All  the  belt  Writers  -f  agree,  firlb, 
that  a  Schirrus  is  moftly  the  Fore-runner  of 
a  Cancer ,  ||  efpeciaily  when  feated  in  any  of 
thofe  Parts  mention’d  in  §16. 

That,  feeondly,  fome  few  of  thefe  S chirr t 
terminate  by  Refolution ;  but  more  fre¬ 
quently  by  that  Attempt  degenerate  into  a* 
Cancer. 

§  20.  We  may,  likewife,  further  ob- 
ferve,  firft,  that  Authors  *  have  given  us- 
but  few  Inftances  of  fchirrous  Tumors  re- 
folved  on  Parts  of  the  Body  moft  fubjedt 
to  Cancers :  —  That,  feeondly,  the  Ma¬ 
jority  of  thofe  Tumors  which  have  yielded 
to  this  Method,  have  been  feated  on  fuch 
Parts,  and  in  general  had  fuch  Symptoms,, 
as  may  make  us  juftly  doubt  whether  they 
were  cancerous  or  not. 

’Till  then  we  are  fo  happy,  (and  happy 
would  it  be  for  our  Patients)  as  to  be  fur- 

Vide  Sharp's  Treatife  on  the  Operations  of  Sur¬ 
gery,  chap .  xxvi.  Alfo  Wife  man  s  Surgery*, 

chap,  of  the  Schirrus.  Heifer  on  the  fame. 

^||  See  §  55,  of  this  EfTay. 

*  Particularly  feeWifeman's  ift,  2d,  3d,  and  4th 
Obfervations,  in  cap.  of  the  Schirrus,  who  is  elteenfd 
ene  of  the  beft  EngUJb  Authors. 
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niftied  with  fome  Remedy,  on  which  we 
can  rely  more  than  any  we  are  acquainted 
with  at  prefent,  it  will  remain  a  Matter  of 
Difpute  with  me,  whether  we  ever  ought 
to  endeavour  at  refolving  a  cancerous  Tu¬ 
mor,’ even  when  it  is  feated  on  a  Part  where 
the  Operation  is  practicable.  —  My  Reafon 
for  this  Opinion  will  prefently  appear. 
But  before  we  fay  any  thing  in  Favour  of 
the  Operation,  we  ought  previoufly  to 
prove  it  is  fafe,  and  may  be  attended  with 
Succefs.  —  We  fhall  prefently  examine  fur¬ 
ther  into  the  Merits  of  it ;  but  will,  firft, 
fay  fomething  more  in  regard  to  Refolu- 
tion  •,  becaufe  this  Difcourfe  is  not  defign’d 
to  favour  one  Side  more  than  another,  but 
as  each  Method  of  Practice  fhall  be  found, 
both  from  Reafon  and  Experience,  to  de- 
ferve  the  Preference. 

§.  21.  ’Tis  certainly  the  Duty  of  the 
Surgeon  (and,  indeed,  common  Humanity 
prompts  us  to  ufe  our  utmoft  Endeavours) 
to  preferve  every  Part  or  Member  of  the 
Body  ;  and  he  that  is  able  to  perform  the 
moft  Cures  without  Amputation,  merits 
much  greater  Praile  than  the  beft  operating 
Surgeon  that  ever  liv’d,  who,  as  Air. 
Freke  +  obferves,  is  only  able  to  boaft  of 

f  Efl'ay  of  the  Art  of  Healing,  (jfr,  p,  178. 
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the  Numbers  he  has  taken  off.  — —  But  if 
any  particular  Difeafe  is  of  fo  violent  and 
ftubborn  a  Nature,  that  nothing  but  the 
Extirpation  of  the  morbid  Part  is  found, 
once  in  a  hundred  Times,  to  prove  a  Cure, 
nay,  that  even  the  Negled  of  the  Ope- 
,  ration  has  frequently  been  fatal  to  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  no  one,  in  fuch  Cafes,  can  hefitate 
which  Method  he  ought  to  take,  becaufe 
of  two  Evils,  Reafon  always  bids  us  choofe 
the  leaft.  I  don’t  fay  this  as  an  Infinuative,, 
to  prepoffefs  the  Reader  in  Favour  of  the 
Operation;  I  lhall  fairly,  (as- far  as  I  am' 
capable;  examine,  as  I  before  faid,  how  far 
it  may  be  ufeful,  and  then  leave  him  to 
judge  as  he  thinks  proper  of  it. 

§  22.  To  return  therefore  to  our  Propo¬ 
rtion  :  Let  us  conlider  when  we  may  with' 
any  Degree  of  Probability,  entertain  Hopes* 
of  fucceeding  by  Refolution.  To  fpeed  ini 
this  Attempt,  it  will  be,  firft,  neceffary  to 
diligently  enquire  into  the  Nature  or  Caufe 
of  this  Difeafe,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  by 
which  Means  we  may  perhaps  be  the  better 
directed,,  not  only  to  the  moil  eligible 
Time  of  fetting  about  the  Intention  of  Re¬ 
folution,  but  likewife  to  the  Choice  of  fuch 
Medicines  as  may  belt  anfwer  that  Pur- 
pofe. 
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§2  3-  Meffieurs  jj  Du  Fouart ,  and  Faget, 
in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Surgery  at  Paris ,  have,  by  feveral  curious 
Experiments,  difcovered,  that  cancerous 
Tumors  are  formed  of  ftagnant,  infpiffated, 
lymphatic,  and  gelatinous  Juices  ;  which, 
by  a  putrid  DilTolution,  are  thought  to  be 
converted  into  a  malignant  and  corrofive 
Sanies ,  that  foon  ulcerates  the  Flefh,  &c. 

§  24.  By  the  Help  of  this  Difcovery, 
and  feme  further  Experiments  on  the  Con¬ 
tents  of  thefe  Tumors,  they  were  in  Hopes 
of  having  light  on  fome  more  efficacious 
Remedies,  than  have  hitherto  been  found 
out  for  refolving  them.  —  But  their  Suc- 
cefs  was  not  anfwerable  to  their  Wifhes  : 
And  although,  I  think,  Mr.  Faget  carried 
on  his  Tryals  with  greater  Juftnefs  than 
the  other,  yet  his  Experiments  have  fur- 
nifhed  us  with  no  Medicines  that  can  be 
rely’d  on  for  that  Intention. He  ob> 
ferves,  That  little  Dependence  is  to  be  had 
on  attenuating  and  inciding  Medicines,  and 
that  we  are  reduc’d  to  the  Neceffity  of 
ufing  fimple  Emollients  and  Refolvents. 

§25.  ‘We  may,  indeed,  as  he  re- 
*  marks,  *  look  on  Emollients  as  true  at- 

j]  Vide  Memoir  iv.  and  Memoir  xxii. 

f  Page  577. 
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c  tenuating  Remedies  :  But  this  does  not 

*  hold  good  in  refped  to  Refolvents,  which 

*  do  not  operate,  except  in  fo  far  as  they 
c  excite  the  Action  of  theVeffels,  in  fo  far 
c  as,  alter  this  Adion  is  excited,  the  Vef- 

fels  divide  the  ftagnant  Juices;  and, 
6  laftly,  in  fo  far  as  the  adive  Parts  of  the 
c  Remedies,  which  have  excited  the  Ac- 

*  tion  of  the  Veffels,  are  in  their  Turn  agi^ 

*  tated  by  the  Veffels,  and,  by  means  of 
4  t^s.  Agitation,  forced  to  penetrate  and 

*  divide  the  Humours.. —  Befides,  this  laft 

*  Effed  is  difficultly  proved,  except  per** 

*  haps  in  the  Metallic  Remedies,  whofe 

*  Parts  have  a  Bulk  and  Weight  fufficient 

*  to  receive  a  Motion,  by  which  they  may 
4  penetrate  into,  and  ad  upon  the  Sub- 

*  fiances  of  the  Humours., 

§  26.  4  Mercury  itfelf,  which  is  look’d 
4  upon  as  the  raoft  powerful  of  all  At- 
4  tenuants,  whether  taken  internally  or  ap* 

*  plied  externally,  can  only  operate  in  this 
4  Manner  by  the  Interpofition  of  the  Ac- 
4  tion  of  the  Veffels.  If  this  Addon  is  en- 
4  tirely  extinguifhed,  Mercury  produces 
4  no  Effedt,  fo  that  it  is  not  properly 
4  fpeaking  an  Attenuant,  but  a  Refolvent9 
4  which  only  operates  on  the  Humours  by 
4  the  Adtion  of  the  Veffels.” 

§  27* 
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§  2j.  Hence  we  learn  the  proper  Time 
to  attempt  the  Refolution  of  a  cancerous 
Tumor:  “  For  Emollients  as  well  as  Re- 
4  folvents,  are  only  proper  in  the  Begin- 

*  nings  of  indurated  Tumors,  which  may 

*  become  carcinomatous,  efpecially  thofe 

*  occafioned  by  any  Blow  for  when  the 
‘  organic  Force  of  the  Solids  is  deftroy’d, 

*  the  Humours  which  are  moiftened  and 

*  foften’d  by  emollient  Remedies,  are  eafily 
4  depraved  in  the  Place  where  they  ara 
‘  lodg’d  ;  becaufe,  not  being  moved  and 
‘  fent  back  into  the  Courfe  of  the  Circula- 
4  tion,  by  the  Addon  of  the  Solids,  they 
4  muft  in  this  Cafe  be  much  fooner  eor- 
4  rupted,  than  when  they  are  lefs  moift 
4  and  fluid.” —  Hence  alfo,  we  learn  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  Truth  of  this  Obfervation  by 
ancient  Authors,  particularly  Galen  has  ob- 
ferved,  that  cancerous  Tumors  are  often  ex- 
afperated  by  Emollients. 

§  28.  4  It  would,  in  this  Cafe,  be  in  vain 
4  by  Refolvents,  to  attempt  the  Removal 
4  of  the  Juices  moiftened  and  attenuated  by 
4  means  of  Emollients ;  becaufe,  the  former 
4  of  thefe  Remedies,  operating  entirely  by 
4  the  organic  Addon  of  the  Solids,  can 
4  produce  no  Effedt  when  that  Addon  is 
4  extinguilhed. — Thus,  when  carcinoma- 

*  tous  Tumors  are  arrived  at  a  certain  State 

*  it 
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•>  ^ 

5  E  is  evident  they  cannot  be  cured  by 

*  Medicines,  but  muft  be  deftroy’d  by 

*  Extirpation.  * 

§  29.  We  find  M.  Faget  has  given  us 
but  little  Encouragement  to  hope  for  many 
Cures  by  Refolution  ;  and  ’tis  evident  by 
§  27,  28,  that  the  greateft  Caution  ought 
to  be  ufed,  left  we  encreafe  the  Difeafe  by 
the  moft  fimple  Emollients  •,  and  alfo,  that 
if  we  do  attempt  the  Cure  of  recent  can¬ 
cerous  Ti  umors  by  Refolvents,  we  muft 
rather  hope  for  Sueeefs  in  thofe  proceeding 
from  external  Accidents,  as  Blows,  &c. 
than  when  they  are  occafioned  from  an 
internal  Caufe.  —  It  appears  too  by  §  1 9. 
that  it  is  very  dangerous,  in  many  Cafes, 
to  attempt  the  Cure  of  fchirrous  or  can¬ 
cerous  Tumors  by  Refolution,  becaule 
even  the  moft  cautious  and  feemingly 
prudent  Applications  for  that  Intent,  have, 
frequently,  been  found  to  occafion  the 
Sch  rrus  terminating  in  an  ulcerated  Cancer. 
—  This  Obfervation  was  certainly  made 
long  ago,  by  that  illuftrious  old  Man, 
the  Greek  Hippocrates,  which  gave  Rife  to 

*  See  what  he  further  fays  on  the  Ufe  of  ful- 
phureous  Waters  for  the  Refolution  of  thefe  Tumors. 
ibid.  /.  578  .  Engl.  Ed. 

that 
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that  memorable  Aphorifm,  -f*  viz.  *  It  is 
4  better  for  thofe  who  have  occult  Cancers 
4  arife,  not  to  attempt  the  curing  them  j 

*  for  by  that  Means  they  are  fooner  de- 

*  ftroy’d  ;  whereas  if  they  are  not  meddled 
‘  with,  fuch  Patients  may  live  a  long 
4  Time.” 

Hence  we  learn  the  Danger  of  trufting 
to  the  Unlkilful  in  the  Cure  of  Difeafes 
for,  fometimes,  the  moft  limple  Remedy, 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Ignorant,  becomes  like 
a  Sword  in  a  Mad-man’s  Hand.  The 
Empiric,  indeed,  furprized  at  finding  his 
Patient  immediately  grow  worfe,  by  the 
Ufe  of  fuch  Applications  as  he  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  fhould  be  any  Way  injurious,  lhelters 
himfelf  under  the  Confeffion  of  having  ufed 
only  fuch  Simples,  as  every  one  on  know¬ 
ing  them  (not  {killed  in  the  Cure  of 
Difeafes)  mull  think  quite  innocent,  and 
fo  the  deluded  Perfon  charges  that  on  the 
Badnefs  of  his  Conftitution,  which  ought 
in  Juftice  to  be  laid  on  the  Impofture.  — 
An  Inftance  of  this  I  once  knew  ;  and  lhall 
relate  it  in  the  following  Cafe. 

•f  ^uibus  occulti  cancrt  oriuntur ,  illos  non  curari 
pr  aflat :  curati  enim  titius  pereunt 9  non  €urati  <ver» 
fault  am  Umpus  per  durante 


OB- 


(  22  ) 


1  »•  #  '  •  ..  •  .  .  :  •  1  i  x  .  } 

OBSERVATION  I. 

An  elderly  Woman  who  had  been  af¬ 
flicted  with  a  Schirrus  in  her  left  Breaft,  for 
feveral  Years,  at  length  applied  for  Relief 
to  a  Pretender  in  Surgery,  who  ignorantly 
ordered  an  emollient  Fomentation  and  Ca- 
taplafm  to  the  grieved  Part  for  fome  time : 
Afterwards  the  Tumor  enlarging  and 
growing  extremely  painful,  a  regular  Sur¬ 
geon  was  advifed  with ;  who  wifely  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fupprefs  its  Growth,  and 
reftrain  the  Inflammation  of  the  whole 
Breaft  at  the  fame  Time  informing  her, 
that  thofe  bad  Symptoms  were  brought  on 
by  the  imprudent  Application  of  her  Pfeudo- 
Chirurgus :  —  He  hearing  that  his  Reme¬ 
dies  had  been  found  Fault  with,  in  the 
Surgeon’s  Abfence,  went  to  his  late  Patient, 
and  told  her  every  particular  Ingredient  he 
had  made  Ufe  of ;  at  the  fame  Time  art¬ 
fully  infinuating,  that  to  find  Fault  in  fuch 
Cafes  was  a  Thing  of  Courfe,  and  that  fhe 
was  very  fenfible  fuch  fimple  Applications 
could  not  produce  thofe  bad  EffeCts  — — . 
She  in  a  great  Meafure  believed  him,  and 
thought  his  Reafoning  was  juft  ;  and,  I 
really  think,  to  the  laft  fhe  never  imagined 
that  what  he  had  done  for  her  was  pre¬ 
judicial  •, 


(  23  ) 

judicial ;  efpecially  as  fhe  did  not  find  that 
Benefit  fhe  expe&ed  under  the  Care  of  a 
good  Surgeon,  viz.  io  have  been  cured. 
—  About  two  Years  before  her  Death  the 
Cancer  ulcerated,  and  was  palliated  under 
my  Care  in  the  laft  twelve  Months  of  her 
Life.  When  (he  became  my  Patient,  there 
was  a  very  large  and  fordid  Ulcer,  the 
whole  Bread;  being  almoft  eat  away,  two 
of  the  Ribs  carious,  and  feveral  large  and 
painful  fchirrous  Knots  in  the  Axilla ;  yet 
fhe  was  otherwife  tolerably  healthful,  had 
a  pretty  good  Appetite,  but  was  always 
irregular  and  injudicious  in  the  Eledlion 
of  her  Diet.  — About  fourteen  Weeks  be¬ 
fore  fhe  died,  the  Cancer  became  fuddenly 
more  than  ordinarily  putrid  and  offenfive  ; 
on  which  Account  I  applied  fome  Aq.  Pha- 
gedaenica ,  which,  (being  ill  prepared  with 
effete  Aq.  Calc  is,)  gave  her  great  Pain  :  The 
Night  after  its  Application  fhe  grew  fe- 
verifh,  was  thirfly,  between  Times  deli¬ 
rious,  had  a  quick,  but  not  very  ftrong 
Pulfe,  SubfultusPendinum ,  and  three  bloody 
Stools.  — Alarmed  at  thefe  Symptoms,  the 
next  Morning  the  Phagedaenic  Dreffings 
were  immediately  exchanged  for  thofe  which 
had  been  ufed  all  along,  viz.  Pledgets  of 
foft  Lint  dipped  in  warm  Aq.  Cal.  cum  Lap. 
Medicament,  and  fecured  from  coming  off 
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by  a  Plaifter  of  a  foft  faturnine  Cerate, 
fpread  on  Cloth,  and  cut  full  of  Holes  for 
the  ready  Emiffion  of  the  purulent  Sanies. 
—  I  bled  her,  and  prefcribed  Emulfions 
with  Sperm.  Catiy  oily  Mixtures,  and  fuch 
other  Things  as  are  allowed  to  fheath  and 
obtund  Acrimony.  —  In  a  few  Days,  fhe 
recover’d  from  this  Diforder ;  but  the 
Lips  of  the  Cancer ,  were  thicker,  inflamed, 
and  more  turgid  than  ufual :  the  Knots  in 
the  Axilla  were  likewife  enlarged  ;  and  the 
whole  of  the  Ulcer  rather  more  painful 
than  common.  —  Bleeding  was  repeated, 
and  fome  gentle  Purgatives  adminifter’d  at 
proper  Intervals :  the  Lips  of  the  Ulcer 
were  likewife  drefs’d  twice  a-day  with  the 
following  Liniment. 

R  Flor.  la  A.  vaccin.  rec.  %  ij.  Sued  fedi 
major,  colati  recent,  exprejji  Mercur. 
dulcis  pr<ecipitatiy  Plumb,  nig.  fub.  pulver. 
dd  9  ij.  M.  F.  Liniment. 

What  I  call  Mercurius  dulcis  pracipitatuSi 
is  prepared  in  this  Manner.  Take  of  ftrong 
Aq.  Calcis  one  Pound ;  of  Mercur.  dulcis 
well  levigated,  half  an  Ounce ;  mix,  and 
let  them  ftand  together  a  Day  or  two  till 
the  Mercury  is  precipitated  in  a  very  black 
Powder  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Glafs  j  then 

fe« 
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feparate  it  from  the  Water,  by  filtering  the 
latter  per  chartam  :  The  remaining  Powder 
in  the  Paper  is  to  be  dry’d,  and  kept  in  a 
Vial  clofe  flopp’d  for  Ufe.  Pledgets  of 
Lint  were  dipp’d  in  the  forefaid  Liniment, 
and  applied  as  before- mention’d ;  the  re¬ 
maining  Part  of  the  Ulcer  being  drefs’d  as 
ufual.  — 'In  three  Weeks  Time  this  Appli¬ 
cation  had  fo  good  an  Effedt,  that  the 
Sanies  was  lefs  fetid,  the  Lips  of  the  Ulcer 
daily  grew  thinner,  and  had  a  better  Al- 
pedt ;  the  Pains  likewife  abated  ;  but  the 
ichirrous  Tumors  in  the  Arm-pit  encreafed 
in  Size,  and  by  their  Preflure  on  the  axil¬ 
lary  Veffels,  the  Arm  on  that  Side  became 
univerfally  fwelled,  to  the  Extremities  of 
the  Fingers,  and  at  length  was  render’d 
quite  ufelefs.  Thus  fhe  continued  the  re¬ 
maining  few  Weeks  of  her  Life,  and  at 
laft  died  in  the  Night,  in  a  Sort  of  a  Con- 
vulfion  Fit ;  having  the  Evening  before 
eat  a  hearty  Supper  of  Saufages  boil’d  in 
Milk-Broth. 

N.  B.  No  more  of  the  preceding  Lini¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  made  at  once,  than  may 
ferve  one  Day  in  the  Summer ;  but  in  the 
Winter,  it  will  keep  good  two  or  three 
Days.  — The  Cream  ought  to  be  thick  and 
new.  The  Juice  of  the  Sedum  Majus  may 
be  exprefled  over  Night,  and  by  the  Morn- 

C  ing 
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ing  the  Faces  will  be  fubfided,  fo  that  you 
may  decant  the  clear  off  for  Ufe.  ^ 

I  find,  fince  I  had  the  foregoing  ^afe, 
that  the  bad  Effefts  of  an  ill  prepared 
Phagedsenic-Water  has  been  obferved  by 
Profeffor  Monro  •,  *  and  therefore  his  Caution 
concerning  it,  may  be  very  feafonably  put 
—  *  This  I  mention  to  have  an  Op- 

*  portunity  of  warning  the  younger  Sur- 

*  geons  not  to  make  Ufe  of  that  Medicine, 

1  unlefs  when  the  Lime-water  is  ftrong 
4  enough  to  make  the  Solution  of  the  cor- 
‘  rofive  fublimate  Mercury  to  turn  turbid, 

‘  and  to  precipitate  in  Form  of  a  very  fine 
4  red  Powder  •,  for  if  the  Lime-Water  is 
4  effete,  and  remains  clear  after  the  Sub- 
4  limate  is  mixed  with  it,  inftead  of  a  veiy 
4  mild  Medicine,  they  are  to  expeft  all  the 
4  Effe&s  of  unaltered  corrcfive  Mercury 

Having  gone  thus  far,  and  proved  from 
the  preceding  Theory,  that  no  Dependence 
is  to  be  had  on  the  refolving  Method,  but 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  Difeafe,  we  will 
therefore  pafs  by  that  for  the  prefent,  and 
next  endeavour  to  fee  what  Extirpation 
will  do  for  us ;  that  in  Cafe  Refolution 
cannot  be  effected,  we  may  know  how  to 
proceed,  whether  to  recommend  the  Ope- 

9  Medical  Effays,  87.  Vol.  i.  3^ 

ration. 
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ration ,  or  only  advife  the  palliative 
Method. 

§30.  We  have  obferved  in  §  13,  that 
Cel  jus  %  Opinion  and  Monro' %  agree  in  refpedt 
to  the  Difeafe  being  very  apt  to  return  after 
the  Operation :  We  may  likewife  further 
take  Notice,  that  moft  of  the  intermediate 
Authors,  who  have  writ  on  this  Subject, 
fay  juft:  the  fame  Thing  :  They  all  allow 
that  the  Extirpation  of  the  Tumor  is  the 
Drincipal  Means  to  be  depended  upon ; 
out  this  often  fails,  and  then  the  intended 
Remedy  proves  worfe  than  the  Diftemper. 
—  But  I  muft  obferve,  that  many  of  thofe 
Authors  1  am  acquainted  with,  (except  a 
few  fmce  Cel  jus' s  Time)  have,  in  feveral 
Inftances,  rather  been  guided  in  their 
Writings  by  the  Authorities  of  their  Pre- 
deceffors,  than  by  their  own  Experience  ; 
and  when  they  perform’d  the  Operation,  it 
v/as  frequently  in  fuch  Stages  of  the  Difeafe, 
and  under  fuch  Circumftances,  that  there 
was  fcarce  any  Hopes  of  a  radical  Cure. — • 
Others,  who  have  thought  themfelves  wifer 
than  their  Fore-fathers,  and  to  have  bene- 
fitted  by  their  Errors,  imagined,  that  if 
the  Tumor  was  extirpated  at  its  very  firft 
Appearance,  before  it  had,  as  they  thought, 
infedled  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  they  might 
obtain  good  Succefs  ;  but  Experience  has 

C  2  taught 
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taught  them,  that  this  is  not  always  the 
mo  ft  proper  Time  for  Extirpation  •,  for  that 
notwithftanding  the  Operation  has  been 
early  perform’d,  and  the  Part  healed,  yet 
the  Difeafe  has  foon  after  return’d  *  •,  fome- 
times  the  Wound  has  proved  cancerous  j 
in  both  which  Cafes,  the  Patient  has  been 
carried  off  with  the  utmoft  Rapidity,  ff 
Mr.  Monro  indeed,  (equally  qualified  for 
the  Science  he  profeffes)  muft  be  excluded 
the  Number  of  thofe  guided  by  Authority  j 
what  he  tells  us,  is  from  his  own  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Experience  ;  he  has  ingenuoufiy 
(like  a  good  and  honeft  Man)  given  us 
both  his  good  and  bad  Succefs  •,  therefore, 
what  he  has  faid,  appears  the  greateft  Bar 
to  the  Operation.  —  But,  with  Submiffion, 
we  will  enquire  into  fome  Circumftances, 
which,  it  is  highly  probable,  attended  moft 
of  thofe  unhappy  Patients. 

§  31.  He  has  told  us,  (§  7.)  that  three 
of  the  lucky  People,  who  recover’d  out  of 
the  fixty,  had  occult  Cancers  in  the  Breaft, 
and  the  fourth  had  an  ulcerated  Cancer  of 
the  Lip.  —  I  wifh  Mr.  Monro  had  favour’d 
us  with  an  Account  of  the  Condition  of 
the  fifty-fix  Patients  who  mifcarried  in  their 

*  Vide  §  37.  of  this  ElTay. 

j-  Sharp's  Critical  Enquiry,  &c.  p .  104. 

Cure. 
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Cure.  — *  It  would  have  been  no  frnall  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  to  have  known  what  Regimen 
they  obferved  after  the  Operation  •,  whether 
the  Majority  of  them  had  occult  or  ulce¬ 
rated  Cancers  •,  where  the  Difeafe  was  feated 
in  each,  and  how  long  it  was  after  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  their  Diforders,  before  they  ap¬ 
plied  for  Help.  —  ’Tis  reafonable  to  fup- 
oofe,  that  many  of  thefe  unfortunate  People 
nad  not  the  good  Luck  of  falling  under 
Mr.  Monro's  Care  at  the  Beginning  of  their 
Complaints,  or,  perhaps,  under  any  ju¬ 
dicious  Surgeon’s  InfpeCtion.  —  Perhaps 
the  Mal-treatment  they  might  meet  with 
from  ignorant  Practitioners,  or  their  long 
NegleCt  in  not  applying  for  proper  Af- 
fi dance  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Difeafe, 
or  ’till  it  was  very  far  advanced,  (as  is  fre¬ 
quently  the  Cafe)  might  render  the  Ma¬ 
jority  of  them  fuch  Subjects,  as  (Mr. 
Monro  thinks  §  to.)  the  Operation  ought 
to  take  Place  in,  as  the  only  Means  of  pro¬ 
longing  Life,  without  Hopes  of  a  lading 
Cure. 

§  32.  "What  I  have  faid  in  the  preceding 
SeCtion,  may  perhaps  be  called  begging 
the  Queftion,  and  therefore,  it  may  be 
thought,  as  we  are  not  certain  of  the  Truth 
of  thofe  Suppofitions,  the  Arguments 
which  may  be  deduced  from  them  ought 

C  3  not 
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not  to  be  conclufive  ?  To  this  I  muft  an- 
fvver,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  Reafon 
to  fuggeft  what  we  have  faid  ;  and  the 
Truth  of  this  will  appear  in  the  following 
Cafe,  as  related  by  Mr.  Monro  himfelf : 
We  fhall  there  fee,  that  Peoples  Obftinacy, 
under  the  belt  of  Care,  is  frequently  the 
Cccafion  of  their  not  doing  well. 

OBSERVATION  II. 

s  A  W' oman  who  had  born  feveral  Chib 

*  dren,  being  again  with  Child  in  1733, 

‘  the  37th  of  her  Age,  obferved  the  Nip- 
‘  pie  of  her  right  Breaft  drawn  inwards, 

‘  fo  that,  when  fhe  was  brought  to  Bed, 

‘  the  Child  could  not  catch  hold  of  it  to 
‘  fuck  it.  —  When  the  Child  was  a  Year 
‘  old,  the  Mother  was  fuddenly  frighted 
<  when  her  Menfes  were  upon  her  •,  which 
«  put  them  away,  and  fhe  never  after  had 

*  any  Return  of  them. 

‘  In  March  1739  fhe  recovered  from  a 
«  dangerous  Fever,  foon  after  which  Hie 
«  was  expofed  to  Cold,  and  was  violently 
‘  in  Wrath,  Fear  and  Grief,  receiving  at 
«  the  fame  Time  a  Bruife  on  her  right 

*  Breaft.  This  Shock  confined  her  to  her 
‘  Bed  three  Months,  and  foon  after  it  Hie 
«  perceived  a  fmall  painful  red  Tumor  in 
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4  the  inferior  exterior  Part  of  the  right 

5  Breaft,  which  fhe  negleded. 

‘  In  the  End  of  July  1740,  when  I  faw 
4  her  firft,  the  right  Breaft  was  very  large 

*  and  hard,  with  fuch  fharp  Pain  that  fire 
4  flept  none  ;  the  Veins  of  the  Skin  were 
4  varicous,  and  the  Nipple  was  fhrunk 
4  out  of  Sight.  I  however  felt  a  Fludua- 

*  tion  in  it,  and  judged  it  to  be  fuch  a 
4  Cafe  as  the  preceding.  * 

4  Next  Day  July  3 i ,  I  made  a  young 
4  Gentleman,  my  Pupil,  put  a  fmall  Lancet 
4  in  the  inferior  anterior  Part,  where  it 
4  was  thinneft  and  moft  prominent.  He 
4  let  out  eight  Ounces  of  a  bloody  Lymph, 
4  without  Smell,  but  fait,  when  tailed  ; 
4  which,  held  in  a  Spoon  over  a  Candle, 
4  coagulated.  A  very  fhortTent  was  put 
4  into  the  Orifice,  fecured  from  going  into 
4  the  Cavity  by  a  Thread,  and  hindered  to 
4  come  out  by  adhefive  Plaifter.  She  flept 
4  better  that  Night,  having  Ids  Pain. 

4  Jugujl  1 .  Four  Ounces  of  the  fame 
4  Sort  of  Lymph  ran  out,  the  Tumor  was 
4  lefs,  the  Skin  was  of  a  natural  Colour, 
4  and  the  Veins  were  contraded.  A  little 

*  It  was  fuch  a  Cafe,  which  fee  in  the  Medical 
E/Tays,  V ol.  V.  j>.  340.  3 dEd. . 

c  4 
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Lime-Water  and  Melrefe ,  were  injected 
tepid  into  the  Cavity  of  the  Ulcer. 

‘  Jugujl  3.  Two  Ounces  and  a  half  of 
Liquor  ran  out  of  the  Sore :  This  Liquor 
was  more  of  a  purple  Colour,  -and  lefs 
fait  to  theTafte.  It  was  dreffed  as  for¬ 
merly,  —  4th.  The  Tumor  felt  as  if  di¬ 
vided  in  the  Middle,  and  as  if  it  were 
falling  to  Pieces  ;  her  Appetite  was  better, 
the  Pain  lefs,  an  Ounce  of  Liquor  ran 
out  *,  the  Dreffings  the  fame.  —  5th.  She 
underwent  what  the  Women  cal!  a  Weed, 
which  refernbles  the  Paroxyfm  of  an 
Ague.  This  Day  the  Liquor  evacuated 
at  the  Sore,  was  in  greater  Quantity, 
thinner,  darker  coloured,  more  fetid, 
and,  when  held  in  a  Spoon  over  a  Candle, 
did  not  coagulate.  • —  By  drinking  plenti¬ 
fully  of  thin  warm  Liquor,  fhe  had  a 
profule  Sweat,  which  carried  oft  the 
Weed. —  6th.  The  Tumor  was  harder, 
the  Pain  greater,  the  Liquor  fetid  ;  a 
little  Digejiive  was  added  to  the  In¬ 
jection. 

*  Two  Months,  Attempts  were  made  to 
melt  down  the  Hardnefs  •,  but  fo  unfuc- 
cefsfully,  that  it  increafed,  became  more 
painful,  and  wafted  her :  Yet  fhe  abfo- 
’!  utely  all  the  while  refufed  to  let  it  be  cut 
off.  Her  left  Breaft,  then  inflamed,  was 

‘  foon 
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foon  brought  to  Suppuration  by  proper 
Applications,  and  cured  in  a  few  Days. 
Soon  after,  five  fmall  Tubercles  were 
obferved  in  the  right  Arm-pit  •,  which 
difappeared  in  a  few  Days,  upon  a  fun¬ 
gous  Excrefcence  thrufting  out  at  the 
Orifice  in  the  Breaft  of  the  fame  Side,- 
and  fome  long  tough  Subftances  coming 
out  with  the  Matter^ 

‘  Some  Days  after,  a  foft  equal  Tumor, 
about,  the  Size  of  a  large  Nutmeg,  with¬ 
out  Pain  or  Difcolouring,  ftarted  up  at 
the  interior  Side  of  the  affedted  Breaft,. 
the  Fungus  in  the  Orifice  having  retired 
at  the  fame  Time,  and  the  Lips  retorting, 
with  all  the  very  bad  Symptoms  of  an 
ulcerated  Cancer  •,  which  in  a  fhort  Time 
made  her  fo  miferable,  that  fhe  was  con¬ 
tent  to  fubmit  to  the  Amputation  of  the 
Breaft  ■,  which  was-  done  fuccefsfully  by 
the  fame  young  Gentleman,  who,  under 
my  Diredtions,  had  taken  care  of  her 
from  the  Beginning. 

‘  Some  Months  after  the  Wound  was 
firmly  cicatriced,  and  ftie  ftrong  and 
well,  lome  Knots  began  to  appear  in  the 
Arm -pit,  and  at  the  Edge  of  the  pec¬ 
toral  Muicle  :  She  was  frighted  for  more 
cutting,  and  let  them  increale  and  fpread, 
’till  nowr  file  feems  to  be  in  a  Way  of 

C  5  ‘  fui- 
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'■*  Offering  all  the  Miferies  of  a  Cancer  that 
‘  cannot  be  taken  away. 

This  is  the  Cafe  referr’d  to  in  Page  the 
eighth  of  this  Effay,  and  from  which  Mr. 
Monro  made  thofe  Remarks,  §  5,  6,  7, 
8,  9,  10,  11,  12. 

We  muft  obferve  that  her  Obftinacy  (in 
not  fubmitting  to  the  Operation  when  Mr. 
Monro  would  have  had  her,)  at  length  ren¬ 
dered  her  an  improper  Subjeft  for  Ampu¬ 
tation,  unlefs  for  the  Reafons  affign’d  in 
§  10.  —  The  cancerous  Poifon  had  infected 
the  axillary  Glands  before  the  Operation 
was  perform’d  is  very  evident  ■,  for  five 
final!  Tubercles  arofe  in  the  right  Arm-pit, 
which  difappeared  in  a  few  Days ;  and  it 
was  fometime  after  their  Difappearance,  that 
the  Bread:  was  amputated  •,  had  thefe  Tu¬ 
bercles  continued  in  Sight  ’till  the  Time 
of  the  Operation,  in  all  Probability  they 
would  have  been  extirpated,  if  poffible, 
with  the  Bread: ;  by  which  Means  file  might 
have  obtained  a  radical  Cure. 

§  33.  The  Operation  not  happily  fuc- 
ceeding  in  fuch  Cafes  as  that  was,  is,  in 
my  humble  Opinion,  no  Difcouragement 
to  undertake  it  in  Cafes  *  where  we  may 


*  Vide  §  35.  cf  this  Effay. 
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be  pretty  certain  of  extirpating  all  the 
difealed  Parts. 

As  Mr.  Monro  feem'd  to  draw  his  Re¬ 
marks,  in  a  great  Meafure,  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Obfervation,  is  it  not  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  many  of  the  other  unhappy 
Patients  were  in  fimilar  Circumftances,  pre¬ 
vious  ro  the  Operation  ? 

But  I  beg  this  Criticifm,  may  not  be 
looked  upon  as  a  Reflection  on  this  worthy 
Gentleman ,  of  whofe  Abilities  I  am  ex¬ 
tremely  well  fatisfied  ;  and,  as  I  before  ob- 
ferved  §  14,  lam  always  in  doubt  of  my 
own  Judgment  when  it  happens  to  be  con¬ 
trary  to  fuch  great  Men's  :  But,  notwith- 
ftanding,  this  fhould  not  encourage  an 
over-fcrupulous  Submifljon,  or  fuch  a  cri¬ 
minal  Modefty,  as  might  hinder  a  proper 
Search  into  the  Truth  of  fuch  Circum¬ 
ftances,  as  might  be  prejudicial  to  Man¬ 
kind  :  Certainly  no  Improvement  can  be 
made,  in  any  Art  or  Science,  where  a  ra¬ 
tional  Liberty  of  Enquiry  is  deny’d.  — — • 
Indeed,  I  have  much  lefs  to  fear  from  Mr. 
Monro  himfelf  (fhould  this  Efifay  ever  be 
honoured  by  his  Perufal)  than  from  thofe 
who  efpoufe  his  Opinion  in  every  Particular 
fo  rigidly,  that  they  lock  upon  it  as  the 
higheft  Degree  of  Prefumption,  in  any  one 
of  an  inferior  Character,  to  Cry  or  do  any 
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thing  contrary  to  his  Advice :  But  I  am 
likewife  lefs  follicitous  about  what  fuch 
People  may  fay  ;  as  I  am  confident  Mr. 
Monro’ s  good  Senfe,  Generofity,  and 
thorough  Acquaintance  with  human  Na¬ 
ture,  will  very  readily  difpofe  him  to  par¬ 
don  me,  for  any  Liberty  I  have  here  taken 
with  his  Opinion.  That  all  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences  owe  their  prefent  State  of  Perfection 
to  the  united  Endeavours  of  many  eminent 
Men,  both  ancient  and  modern,  I  prefume, 
will  be  readily  granted  me  •,  therefore  we 
mull  not  yield  an  implicit  Faith  to  any 
lingle  Opinion,  tho9  of  the  greateft  Au¬ 
thority. —  One  ingenious  Man  finds  out 
one  Thing,  and  another  another  ;  fo  that 
by  confuting  them  all,  we  gradually  light 
on  fuch  a  Degree  of  Perfection,  as  could 
not  be  obtained  without  this  Procedure. — 
To  treat  therefore  the  Difeafe  properly, 
which  is  the  Subject  of  the  prefentDifcourfe, 
it  is  neceffary,  I  humbly  conceive,  to  call 
to  our  Afliftance  the  Opinions  of  Men  of 
known  extenfive  Practice,  Sagacity,  and 
Experience;  fuch  as  Monro,  Chefelden , 
Freke,  Sharp ,  &c.  whofe  great  Candour  and 
Regard  for  Pofterity,  would  not  luffer  them 
to  publifh  and  recommend  to  the  World, 
a  Method  of  Practice  they  had  not  the 
greateft  Reafon  to  believe  the  moft  fafe 

and 
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and  effectual  in  curing  the  feveral  Difeafes 
which  they  refpeCtively  have  treated  of. 

§  34.  We  have  already  partly  examined 
Mr.  Monro's  Opinion,  which  intimates, 
that  we  never  ought  to  advife  the  Extirpa¬ 
tion  of  a  Cancer ,  but  under  the  ReftriCtions 
in  §  10,  n,  12. — This  Gentleman’s  Cau¬ 
tion  *  to  Practitioners  to  be  upon  their 
Guard  in  treating  Difeafes  in  the  Breads, 
left  they  miftake  a  fchirrous  or  cancerous 
Tumor  attended  with  a  Collection  of  bloody 
Lymph  for  fome  other  Diforder,  is  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  obferved,  that  every  one  who 
calls  himfelf  a  Surgeon,  ought  to  blufh  at 
not  being  duly  acquainted  with  it :  But 
then  again,  his  Conclufion  (§  12.)  con¬ 
cerning  advifing  the  Operation,  is  too  li¬ 
mited,  and  is  enough  to  deter  the  Gene¬ 
rality  of  Surgeons  from  an  Undertaking, 
which,  with  Submifiion,  I  would  be  willing 
to  make  appear,  might  be  the  Means  of 
faring  the  Lives  of  many.  —  ’Tis  certain, 
and  what  every  fkilful  Surgeon  muft  allow, 
that  the  Succefs  of  the  Operation  is  pre¬ 
carious  ;  but  yet,  I  fhould  hope,  that  if 
the  Extirpation  of  the  Cancer  was  attempted 
be!  ore  it  had  gained  too  much  Ground, 
and  the  Continuance  of  fuch  a.  Diet,  Re- 

*  Vide  Med,  EiTays,  VoL  v,  p.  337.  3. d  Ed. 
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gimen,  £s?r.  be  duly  obferved,  as  we  fliall 
prefently  infift  upon  after  it,  we  might  m 
many  Cafes  meet  with  good  Succefs,  and 
that  the  Majority  of  thofe,  who  would  fub- 
mit  to  the  Operation,  might  obtain  a  ra¬ 
dical  Cure. 

From  what  has  been  faid  it  will  be  eafy 
to  perceive,  that  I  would  evince  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  the  Patients  applying  early  in 
cancerous  Cafes,  if  they  expedt  to  find  any 
lafting  Benefit  by  the  Surgeon’s  Skill.  — 
’Tis  therefore  abfolutely  neceffary  that  Sur¬ 
geons  fhould  be  agreed  about  the  Me¬ 
thods,  which  Experience  has  taught,  moft 
proper  to  treat  this  obftinate  Difeafe  in  its 
leveral  Stages.  For,  although  in  other 
Diforders  (about  which  they  differ  in  their 
Opinions,  as  to  Method  of  Treatment,  £s?r.) 
we  find  Perfons  apparently  of  fimilar  Con- 
ftitutions,  afflifted  with  fimilar  Difeafes, 
recover  under  different  Methods  of  Cure  ; 
yet,  I  fear,  it  will  not  happen  fo  to  thole 
unhappy  People  afflifted  with  Cancers ; 
and,  I  am  well  fatisfied,  they  whll  often¬ 
times  fuffer  greatly,  if  treated  the  leaft  im- 
methodically.  —  In  common,  or  lefs  ftub- 
born  Difeafes,  a  happy  Cure  does  not  al¬ 
ways  argue  the  Propriety  of  the  Treatment ; 
and  a  diligent  Enquiry  would  oftentimes 
inform  us,  that  we  were  more  obliged  to 

the 
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the  Goodnefs  of  Nature,  for  the  fuccefsfuf 
Event,  than  to  the  judicious  Application  of 
the  Remedies.  But  to  return. 

§  35.  The  general  Rules  laid  down  by 
the  bed  Surgeons,  for  undertaking  the 
Extirpation  of  cancerous  Breads,  are,  when 
the  Tumor  is  moveable,  or  does  not  adhere 
to  the  Ribs ;  and  when  there  are  no  difeafed 
Glands  in  the  Axilla ;  or,  at  leaft,  none 
which  lay  fo  deep  but  that  they  may  be 
fafely  taken  out,  without  wounding  the 
larger  Blood-Vefiels.  The  fame  Rule  holds 
good  when  the  Cancer  is  feated  in  the  Lips, 
Eye-lids,  fsV.  —  for,  if  you  cannot  extir¬ 
pate  every  Part  of  the  Tumor,  there  is  no 
Battering  yoijrfelf,  or  Patient,  with  the 
Hopes  of  a  found  Cure. 

§  36.  If  it  is  advifeable  to  perform  the 
Operation  to  lengthen  a  Patient’s  Days, 
when  the  Difeafe  is  at  its  greateft  Malig¬ 
nity,  (§  10.)  would  it  not  be  more  ad¬ 
vifeable  to  recommend  it  whilft  the  Dif- 
order  is  occult,  if  the  Patient  is  otherwife 
of  a  good  Habit  of  Body,  and  alfo  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Rules  in  the  preceding  Section  ? 

§  37.  This  Advice  indeed,  fay  fome, 
appears  the  mod  reafonable,  but  Experience 
has  fhewn,  that  if  you  have  the  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  an  early  Extirpation  of  the  Tu¬ 
mor,  your  Patient  will  gain  but  a  fmall 
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Truce,  before  the  Difeafe  will  return  with 
more  Violence  than  at  firft,  by  §  30.  — 
And  from  what  Mr.  Monro  has  laid  in  §  9. 
it  appears,  at  prefent,  that  his  Opinion 
ought  rather  to  be  followed,  §  12.  —  This 
indeed  muft  be  granted,  if  no  Method  can 
be  proved  fufficient  to  prevent  a  Relapfe 
after  the  Operation  •,  and  to  eradicate,  with 
fome  Certainty,  the  Caufe  of  the  Complaint. 
—  But  that  fome  Remedies  may  be  en> 
ploy’d,  which  will  many  Times  prevent  a 
Relapfe,  I  {hall  endeavour  to  prove  •,  not 
from  reafoning  a  priori,  but  from  fome  Qb- 
fervations  of  Mr.  ChefeUen ,  and  others ; 
to  which  I  may  add  my  own  ;  and  thefe  all 
founded  on  Experience. 

§  38.  He  fays,  *  ‘  It  is  a  Matter  of 

*  Difpute  among  fome  Surgeons,  whether 
4  cancerous  Tumors  fhould  ever  be  extir- 
‘  pated  or  not,  though  it  is  certain  none  of 
‘  thefe  ever  were  cured  without,  and  being 
4  extirpated  there  have  been  many. — “The 

*  Objedtion  againft  Extirpation  is  this, 
4  That  the  Operation  often  provokes  the 
4  Part  which  otherwife  might  lye  quiet  : 
4  But  I  do  not  think  this  is  true  •,  in  def- 
4  perate  Cafes,  where  we  cannot  extirpate, 
4  we  find  the  beft  Remedy  is  plentiful 

*  Vide  Kis  Anatomy,  Booh  iii.  Chap,  1.  6th  Ed. 
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*  Bleeding  (which  alfo  is  Nature’s  lad  Re- 

*  fort)  gentle  condant  Evacuations  by  Stool, 
4  and  a  vegetable  Diet,  and  tho’  Phyfic 
‘  never  cures  while  the  Tumor  remains, 

*  yet  after  Extirpation  it  is  highly  ufeful, 

*  and  even  the  word  of  Conditutions  have 
‘  fometimes  been  brought  to  their  primi- 

*  tive  State.” 

To  illudrate  this  Doflrine  he  has  given 
us  the  following  Cafe. 

O  B  S  ERVATIO  N  III. 

***  :  i  I  - 

*  An  eminent  Surgeon  in  this  City  hav- 
4  ing  a  Patient  with  a  cancerated  Bread, 
4  extremely  large,  and  fo  much  ulcerated 

*  that  the  Stench  of  it  was  infupportable  ; 
4  fhe  infided  upon  the  Extirpation  againd 

*  all  Advice,  with  no  other  Hope,  but  to 

*  be  delivered  from  the  offenfive  Smell.  — 

*  Sometime  after  the  Operation,  the  Wound 
4  looking  extremely  fordid,  he  fprinkled 
4  it  all  over  with  red  Mercury  precipitate, 
‘  which  put  the  Patient  into  a  high  Sali- 
4  vation ;  upon  which  the  Bread  grew 
4  clean,  and  healed,  the  Patient  recovered, 
4  and,  contrary  to  all  Expedtation,  lived 
4  many  Years  in  good  Health.  —  From  this 
4  Accident,  fays  he,  I  learnt  the  Ufeful- 
4  nefs  of  falivating  after  extirpating  can* 

*  cerous 
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*  cerous  Tumors,  though  nothing  Is  more 
‘  hurtful  before. — In  the  Extirpation  of  a 
1  Bread,  and  all  other  Tumors,  as  much 
4  Skin  as  is  poffible  fliould  be  faved,  for 
4  the  Lois  of  a  great  deal  of  Skin  is  fuffi- 
4  cient  to  make  an  incurable  Ulcer  in  the 
4  mod  healthful  Body,  and  much  more  fo 
4  in  a  bad  Conditution.’ 

§  3 g.  That  Mr.  Sharp  *  likewife  favours 
my  Opinion,  will  appear  from  what  he  fays 
in  his  Chapter  of  the  Amputation  of  the 

cancer’d  and  fchirrous  Bread.  — - 4  There 

4  are  fome  Surgeons,  fays  he,  fo  diffieart- 
4  ned  by  the  ill  Succefs  of  this  Operation, 
4  that  they  decry  it  in  every  Cafe,  and 
4  even  recommend  certain  Death  to  their 
4  Patients  rather  than  a  Trial,  upon  the 
4  Suppofition  it  never  relieves ;  but  the 
4  Indances  where  Life  and  Health  have 
4  been  preferved  by  it,  are  fufficiently  nu- 
4  merous  to  warrant  the  Recommendation 
4  of  it. 

§  40.  It  appears  too  from  what  has  been 
faid  in  the  Dedication  to  this  Elfay,  that 
Mr.  Freke  is  likewife  a  Favourer  of  the 
Operation. — If  then  we  be  able  to  prove, 
that  after  the  Extirpation  of  cancerous  Tu- 

*  Treat!  le  on  the  Operations  of  Sargery,  feV* 
,  /c  I  29.  3 d  Edit . 
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mors  the  very  worft  of  Constitutions 
(§  38.)  have,  by  a  phyfical  Regimen,  &c. 
been  reftored  to  their  former  State  of 
Health  for  a  Continuance,  I  think,  we 
may  be  encouraged  to  advife  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  where  practicable,  (§  35.)  with  great 
Hopes  of  good  Succefs. — But  this  Matter 
I  fhall,  by  and  by,  further  illufbi  ate  with 
fome  Observations  of  my  own. 

Having  thus  far  removed  fome  of  the 
Objections  to  Amputation,  I  fhall  beg. 
Leave  next  to  re-confider  Refolution,  and 
will  occafionally  add  Such  Cafes  as  may  fur¬ 
ther  illuftrate  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Extirpation, 
and  other  occurring  Circumftances  in  the 
Sequel  of  this  Treatife  at  the  fame  Time. 

§  41.  The  Seldomnefs  of  the  Refolution 
of  a  cancerous  Tumor  further  appears  from 
what  Mr.  Chefeliden  has  faid  ;  (§  38.)  for, 
we  mult  obferve,  that  he  positively  denies 
any  fuch  ever  being  cured,  without  Ex¬ 
tirpation. — It  is  very  remarkable,  (if  can¬ 
cerous  Tumors  are  ever  cured  by  Refolu¬ 
tion)  that  a  Perfon  of  Mr.  Chefelden  s  large 
and  extenfive  Practice  Should  never  meet 
with  one  Cafe  that  would  Submit  to  this 
Method. — I  would  pay  an  equal  Regard 
to  the  Opinions  of  other  Men,  (of  equal 
PraClice  and  Knowledge  with  Mr.  Chefel - 
den,)  who  have  thought  that  cancerous 

Tu- 
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Tumors  do  fometimes  refolve  ;  otherwife 
we  muft  immediately  exclude  the  Suppofi- 
tion,  without  faying  any  more  about  it. — 
At  prefent,  I  muft  own  myfelf  to  be  of 
the  Opinion,  that  no  truly  cancerous  Tu¬ 
mor  has  ever  been  cured"  by  Refolution  ; 
yet  I  would  by  no  means  endeavour  to 
conceal  the  Sentiments  of  any  ingenious 
Pradlitioner  on  this  or  any  other  Head, 
though  not  perfeddy  agreeable  to  the  Me¬ 
thod  I  would  inculcate. — For,  I  folemnly 
declare,  I  write  not  in  the  leaft  with  an 
Intention  to  contradidl  any  one  •,  and  fhall 
have  no  Pleafure  in  getting  the  Vidtory  by 
Argument  in  one  fingle  Point,  any  farther 
than  what  may  be  neceffary  to  afcertain 
the  Truth. — Was  I  a  perfedt  Mafter  of 
Anatomy  and  Phyfiology,  and  the  greateft 
Rhetorician  that  ever  lived,  I  Ihould  think 
my  Talents  very  ill  bellowed  in  difplaying 
them  any  further  than  to  demonftrate  the 
Truth ;  efpecially  on  a  Subjedl  where  the 
Healths  and  Lives  of  my  Fellow-Creatures 
are  immediately  concerned. 

§  42.  We  may  remember  that  Mr. 
Monro  has  not  excluded  the  Thoughts  of 
fometimes  curing  by  Refolution,  (§  6.)  as 
obferved  in  §  15. — Some  eminent  Surgeons 
whom  I  have  been  perfonally  acquaint¬ 
ed  with,  have  told  me,  that  fometimes, 

they 
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they  have  feen  fchirrous  T umors  refolve  in 
the  Breaft,  which,  as  they  imagined,  threat- 
ned  to  prove  cancerous. — As  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men,  therefore,  have  not  altogether  given 
over  the  Thoughts  of  it,  we  will  not  ex¬ 
clude  the  Attempt,  under  the  following 
Limitations. 

§  43.  Firft, — In  Cafes  where  the  Patient 
applies  at  the  very  Beginning  of  the  Dif- 
eafe  ;  is  otherwife  of  a  good  Habit  of  Body, 
and  not  very  far  advanced  in  Years.  Se¬ 
condly, — That  the  Tumor  be  not  exqui- 
fitely  hard ;  for,  according  to  Wijeman  *, 
Schirri  of  the  greateft  Degree  of  Indura¬ 
tion  admit  of  no  Cure  by  Refoiution  ;  be- 
caufe  the  Parts  cannot  open  to  receive  the 
free  Afflux  of  Blood  into  them,  but  keep 
their  own  Hardnefs  in  defpite  of  all  Appli¬ 
cations,  and  thereby  the  Ufe  of  Medica¬ 
ments  is  rendered  ineflfeftual.  Thirdly, — 
That  the  Tumor  is  feated  on  a  Part  of  the 
Body  where  the  Operation  can  be  per¬ 
formed,  if  found  neceffary.  Fourthly  and 
laftly, — That  the  Patient  will  place  him- 
felf  fo  near  the  Surgeon,  as  to  be  daily 
under  his  Infpeftion  ;  that  in  cafe  he  finds 
the  Tumor  enlarges,  or  the  leaft  tending 

•  •  .  -r  *  *  *  '  ’  -^r-  * 

*  Surg.  Chap,  of  the  Schirrus.  p.  51,  Fol.  Edit. 
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to  ulcerate,  he  may  know  how  to  act  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

§  44.  In  Cafes  where  the  Operation  is 
impracticable,  I  fhould  rather  advife  the 
palliative  Method  than  an  Attempt  to  re- 
folve  the  Tumors  ;  becaufe,  if  a  fchirrous 
Tumor  fhould  degenerate  into  an  ulcerated 
Cancer  by  fuch  an  Endeavour,  the  Patient 
has  no  Chance  afterwards  of  being  freed 
from  the  Complaint  by  any  Means  yet  dis¬ 
covered. 

§  45.  Perhaps  it  may  be  expected  I 
fhould,  in  this  Place,  recommend  fome 
Forms  of  external  Applications  for  refolv- 
ing  thefe  Tumors  ? — I  would  readily  do  it, 
did  I  know  of  any  we  might  depend  up¬ 
on. — I  (ball  therefore  defire  the  Reader 
would  confult  the  belt  Authors  on  this 
Head:  Some  of  thofe  I  have  quoted— 
JVifeman ,  Heifter ,  &c.  have  given  us  fe- 
veral  Forms  to  chufe  out  of. — -There  are 
in  Authors  various  Preparations  of  the 
Plumb,  com .  which  alone  is  faid  to  be  refri¬ 
gerating,  drying  and  repellent ;  and,  by 
fome,  is  efteemed  an  excellent  Application 
for  both  occult  and  ulcerated  Cancers . — * 
I  have  ufed  a  Compofition  of  Plumb  nigr * 
Argent .  viv.  Pulv .  Camphor .  £5?  Axung . 
porcin ,  made  into  an  Unguent,  S.  A.  in  a 
leaden  Mortar,  This  Ointment  I  have  ap¬ 
plied 
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plied  to  fame  Tumors,  which  I  was  appre- 
henlive  might  have  proved  cancerous  •, 
and,  I  think,  I  have  feen  fome  good  Ef¬ 
fects  from  it. — It  is  faid,  that  if  the  Axun- 
ghe  has  had  frequent  Infolations  cum  fucco 
folani  vulg.  ’till  it  is  grown  perfectly  green 
(before  the  other  Ingredients  are  put  to  it) 
it  adds  much  to  the  refolving  Quality  of 
the  Unguent :  but  I  never  ufed  it  fo. 

OBSERVATION  IV. 

A  Maiden  Lady,  fome  Years  paft  that 
Period  of  Life  when  the  Kalocpwivc  leave 
the  Sex,  complained  frequently  of  an  LTn- 
eafinefs  in  the  under  and  back  Part  of  her 

right  Ann,  near  the  Axilla  : - A  few 

Weeks  after  this  Complaint,  Hie  perceived, 
a  Knot  about  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pea  ;  which, 
in  a  Year’s  Time,  encreafed  to  the  Size  of 
a  common  Walnut :  but  it  was  not  very 
painful.- — -In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
I75°  (which  was  two  Years  after  the  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Tumor)  fne  applied  to  me. 
—I  felt  the  Tumor  moveable  in  the  under 
part  of  the  Arm,  which  was  fo  fituated, 
that  when  Hie  held  her  Elbow  clofe  to  her 
Side,  part  of  the  Tumor  was  feen  behind, 
as  if  Hie  had  confined  a  fmall  Ball  in  the 
Axilla . — -It  was  now  as  big  as  a  very  large 
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Walnut,  equal,  not  very  hard,  of  the  na¬ 
tural  Complexion  of  the  Skin,  but  not 
more  painful  than  at  firft,  except  when  by 
Accident  fhe  prefied  it :  But  the  Pains 
were  pricking  and  fhooting  ones,  as  fhe 

exprefied  it. - She  was  fearful  of  .the 

Confequence,  (having  been  always  appre- 
henfive  of  its  being  cancerous)  and  there¬ 
fore  defired  I  would  do  every  thing  I 
thought  proper  to  it :  but  cutting  fhe 
hoped  I  would  not  mention. 

Her  Stays  were  immediately  fo  con¬ 
trived  as  they  could  not  prefs  or  rub  a- 
gainft  the  Tumor  :  She  was  bled,  and 
twice  in  a  Week,  during  three  Weeks,  fhe 
took  Pills  of  Mercur.  dulcis,  ad  horam 
fomni ,  and  on  the  Mornings  enfuing  the 
taking  of  the  Pills,  fhe  took  fome  refrige¬ 
rating  Purgatives  of  Sal.  Mirab.  G.  &c. — 
Her  Diet  was  chiefly  of  the  lighted  Kinds 
of  Animal-Food,  with  a  Pudding  for  Din¬ 
ner,  and  a  Draught  or  two  of  middling 
brifk  Beer  :  Her  other  Meals  were  moftly 
of  Rice  and  Milk. — The  Unguent  above- 
mentioned,  was  applied  to  the  Tumor  bis 
in  die ,  for  the  Space  of  two  Months,  (and 
over  that  a  Piece  of  blue  Flannel,  of  which 
fhe  had  a  great  Opinion)  when  the  Tumor 
was  obferved  to  be  greatly  decreafed.— — 
The  Purgatives  were  repeated  twice  in-  a 

Month, 
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Month,  for  four  Months,  and  a  continual 
Application  of  the  Ointment  omni  noble 
near  half  a  Year,  when  the  Tumor  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  Size  of  a  fmall  Hazel-nut, 
and  the  Pain  entirely  gone ;  unlefs,  as  fhe 
faid,  a  little  Shooting  againft  Change  of 
Weather. — I  mull:  not  forget  to  mention, 
that  fhe  took  of  the  following  Electuary, 
almoft  all  the  Time  Ihe  ufed  the  Unguent. 

f  '  ■  •  • 

R  Elebl.  lenitiv.  %ij.  Sulphur,  pracipitat. 
%fs.  Sal.  prunella  3 ij .  Syr.  Rofar.  folut. 
q.  s.  f.  Elebl.  cujus  capiat  ad  Magni- 
tudinem  nucis  mofchata  bis  in  die ,  die- 
bus  purgationi  non  dicatis. 

She  then  grew  tired  with  the  Trouble  of 
the  Ointment ;  and  although  nothing  has 
been  done  to  it  lately,  the  Tumor  has  nei¬ 
ther  encreafed  nor  decreafed  fince  fhe  left 
off  the  Ufe  of  it. — But  Ihe  Hill  wears  the 

Flannel. - She  continues  in  much  the 

fame  way  of  Living,  as  to  Diet,  and  takes 
cooling  Purgatives  Spring  and  Fall. —  . 

She  had  fuch  a  Knot  in  her  right  Bread: 
twenty  Years  ago,  which  was  difperfed, 
as  Ihe  tells  me,  by  much  the  fame  Treat¬ 
ment.  I  could  give  fome  other  fimilar 
Cafes,  where  I  have  ufed  the  fame  Unguent 
with  the  like  Succefs  to  Tumors  of  a  few 
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Weeks  ftanding ;  but,  as  I  am  doubtful 
whether  they  were  of  a  cancerous  Nature, 
I  fhall  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  the  De¬ 
tail  of  them. 

§  46.  Upon  no  other  Terms  than  thofe 
mentioned  in  §  43.  can  I  con  fen  t  to  have 
the  refolving  Method  attempted :  For,  if 
the  Patient  does  not  apply  to  the  Surgeon 
’till  the  Difeafe  is  far  advanced,  and  the 
Tumor  is  near  ulcerating,  it  is  certainly 
Madnefs  then  to  try  at  refolving  it,  for 
Reafons  already  given  in  §25,  26,  27,  28. 
In  this  Cafe,  either  the  Operation  ought 
immediately  to  take  place,  or  if  that  is  not 
agreed  to,  the  moll  approved  Method  of 
Palliation  (§38.)  fhould  be  recommended. 

§  47.  From  the  Light  which  Mr.  Freke's 
Eflay  on  the  Art  of  Healing  has  thrown 
upon  Surgery,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
rcafon  from  the  Analogy  of  Difeafes,  I 
greatly  lufpeft  whether  any  Remedy,  with- 
out  the  Knife,  will  ever  be  found  out, 
either  by  Induftry  or  Chance,  able  to  en¬ 
counter  with  an  ulcerated  Cancer .  e.  g.  We 
know  there  are  fome  Kinds  of  Ulcers,  as 
the  Herpes  Exedens ,  &c.  on  which  no  ex¬ 
ternal  Applications,  in  Form  either  of  Salves 
or  Unguents,  will  be  of  any  Service  •,  and 
are  often  fo  far  from  promoting  a  Cure, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  oblerved  to 
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retard  it  •,  and  we  can  do  nothing  with 
them  ’till  we  have  deftroyed  their  Lips, 
and  thole  Parts  which  furnilhed  or  lecreted 

the  corroding  Ichor. - What  then  are 

we  to  expert  from  Applications  of  this 
Kind  to  one  of  the  moll  formidable  Ulcers 
the  human  Body  is  obnoxious  to  ?  Where 
the  Parts  are  become  fo  morbid,  as  to  fe- 
crete  an  Ichor  equal  to  the  ftrongeft  Aq. 
for t is  for  Corrofivenefs  ?  What  I  fay  mult 
we  ever  expedt  in  thefe  Cafes,  from  Un¬ 
guent  a  and  Emplajlra ,  though  of  the  molt 

fanative  Qualities  ? - Recourfe,  I  fear  ! 

mult  always  be  had  to  the  Knife  in  the 
true  ulcerated  Cancer. — A  very  remarkable 
Inltance  of  the  corrofive  Quality  of  the 
Matter  in  a  Cancer  is  related  by  M.  Le 
Dran  *.  4  My  deceafed  Father,  fays  he, 

4  having  cut  off  a  carcimomatous  Tumor 
from  a  Lady’s  Brealt,  in  the  Middle  of 
which  was  a  Cyjtis  filled  with  a  Fluid,  I 
opened  it ;  and  Part  of  its  Contents 
fpurting  out  upon  my  Cloaths,  deltroy’d 
the  Colour  of  them  as  if  it  had  been 
Aqua  fortis.  Some  of  it  flew  into  my 
Face,  and  I  felt  continual  Shootings  there 
for  feveral  Hours,  though  I  immediately 
walked  the  Part.’ - Other  fimilar  In- 

*  Operations  in  Surgery,  p.  289.  Engl.  Edit. 
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fiances  are  likewife  to  be  met  with  in  the 
Writings  of  pra&ical  Surgeons.  See  what 
our  Countryman  Dr  .’Turner  fays  in  his  firft 
Volume  of  Surgery,  Page  the  84th. — I 
have,  myfelf,  feen  the  Linen  taken  off  a 
cancerous  Ulcer  quite  corroded  with  the 
foul  Sanies,  appearing  as  if  they  had  been 
dipped  in  Aqua  fortis. — The  fame  has  been 
obferved  by  Dr.  Van  Swieten  *. 

§  48.  I  believe  every  ikilful  Surgeon 
will  allow,  that  it  is  not  owing  to  any  pe¬ 
culiar  inherent  Qualities  of  the  Gums,  &c. 
which  enter  the  Compofition  of  Plaifters 
and  Ointments  in  general,  that  make  them 
difagree  with  a  Cancer  •,  but  from  the  very 
Form  of  thefe  Kinds  of  Applications, 
which,  by  their  Adhefivenefs,  mu  ft  una¬ 
voidably  confine  the  corrofive  Sanies  in  the 
Ulcer,  the  Confequence  of  which  muft  be 
a  further  Erofion  of  the  found  Parts,  or, 
as  it  is  commonly  called,  an  Exafperation 
of  the  Difeafe.' — And  accordingly  we  find, 
by  Experience,  that  the  moft  fimple  Ap¬ 
plications,  as  Pledgets  of  fine  Lint  dipped 
in  Aq.  Calcis ,  or  the  like,  applied  fre¬ 
quently  warm,  agree  beft  with  fome  ul¬ 
cerated  Cancers ;  becaufe  thefe  fort  of  Dref- 
fings  allow  of  a  free  Exit  for  the  corrofive 

*  Page  886.  Tom.  ift. 
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Matter.  1  don’t  fay  that  thefe  Kinds  of 
Applications  have  no  other  Erfed  than 
barely  giving  a  free  Difcharge  to  the  Mat¬ 
ter  •,  I  am  fenfibie  the  Ufe  of  fome  fort  of 
Lotions  applied  in  this  Manner,  does,  in 
fome  mealiire,  corred  the  Corrofivenefs  of 
the  Ichor  \  and  if  a  regular  Courfe  of  pro¬ 
per  Diet,  and  the  due  Evacuations  are  fub- 
mitted  to  (neceftary  in  this  Difeafe)  the 
Patient  may  fometimes  enjoy  a  tolerable 
eafy  State  of  Life  for  many  Years,  under 
this  Method  of  Palliation  •,  but  ulcerated 
Cancers  that  can  be  thus  palliated,  are  fel- 
dom  very  painful. 

§  49.  A  cancerous  Ulcer  ought  to  be 
cleanfed  of  its  corroding  Virus  twice  or 
thrice  in  a  Day,  if  the  Difeafe  is  very  vio¬ 
lent,  and  the  Difcharge  great.— The  beft 
Method  of  doing  this  is,  firft  to  abforb  the 
Matter  of  the  Sore  with  fome  very  foft 
Lint,  and  then  fill  the  Cavity  of  the  Ulcer 
with  Pledgets  of  Lint,  firft  dipped  in 
whatever  Mixture  or  Lotion  is  found  moft 
conducive  to  the  Patient’s  Eafe,  and  to 
corred  the  fpreading  Putrefadion  of  the 
Diftemper, — For  a  Specimen  of  what  may 
be  fometimes  ufed  for  that  Purpole,  take 
the  following. 

D  3  R  Acet. 
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R  /feet.  Lithargyr.  %fs.  Aq.  Rofar.  alb. 
§xii.  Sacchar.  faturn.  dfs.  Sal  commun. 
gr.  viii  /.  lotto. 

Remember  always  to  ufe  fuch  Kinds  of 
Applications  as  thefe  juft  warm. 

But  fometimes  the  Drefiings  thus  applied 
are  apt  to  grow  dry,  and  adhere  to  the 
Sore,  efpecially  near  the  Edges  of  it ;  to 
prevent  this,  it  will  be  neceftary,  firft,  to 
cover  almoft  the  whole  Surface  of  the 
Ulcer  with  Pledgets  of  Lint  fpread  with 
fome  of  the  Liniment  warmed,  mentioned 
in  Page  32  of  this  Effay  ;  or,  in  the  room 
of  that,  the  Pledgets  may  be  juft  covered 
with  iome  Ung.  Nutrition  made  very  foft : 
No  more  of  this  Ointment  ought  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  than  what  may  juft  prevent  the  Lint 
flicking  to  the  Ulcer  •,  for  all  fat  and  very 
greafy  Subftances  are  highly  prejudicial  in 

ulcerated  Cancers. - After  the  Pledgets 

fpread  with  either  of  the  aiore-mentioned 
Ointments  are  applied,  the  circumjacent 
Parts,  efpecially  underneath  the  Ulcer, 
are  to  be  guarded  with  a  foft  Saturnine 
Plaifter,  that  they  may  not  be  corroded 
with  the  fpreading  Ichor  of  the  Cancer ; 
then  the  remaining  Cavity  of  the  Ulcer  is 
to  be  filled  up  with  the  Lint  dipped  in  the 
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preceding  Lotion,  or  Ample  Aq.  Colds ,  as 
is  found  beft  to  agree  •,  and  over  thefe 
another  faturnine  Pluifter,  cut  full  of  Holes 
for  the  free  Exit  of  the  Matter ;  and  alfo 
over  thefe  Holes  fome  more  Pledgets  of 
dry  Lint,  to  fuck  up  the  Sanies  as  it  ouzes 
through  the  other  Drefiings  ;  and,  laftly, 
all  thefe  Applications  are  to  be  fecured  from 
coming  off,  by  a  looie  Bandage. 

§  50.  A  Method  of  dreffmg  ulcerated 
Cancers ,  fimilar  to  that  mentioned  in  the 
laft  Section,  I  find  is  recommended  by  Van 
Swieten ,  *  who  juftly  obferves,  That  Ace  turn 
Sal  Mar.  Sal  Gem.  &c.  greatly  reftrain  Pu¬ 
trefaction;  but  when  Cancers  are  ulcerated, 
every  Thing  acrid  very  much  irritates  them. 
—  Hildanus  f  tells  us  of  a  Surgeon,  who 
having  applied  fome  Ung.  Adgyptiacum  to 
correCt  the  Stench,  and  prevent  the  luxu¬ 
riant  Fungus  of  a  Cancer ,  the  Difeafe  was 
by  this  Means  fo  irritated,  that  in  a  little 
Time  the  whole  Breaft  was  eat  away  to  the 
very  Ribs.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  we 
cannot  be  too  cautious  in  our  Applications 
to  cancerous  Ulcers.  —  Dr.  Fan  Swieten 
fays.  That  he  once  palliated  an  ulcerated 
Cancer  in  the  Breaft  of  a  poor  Woman, 

*  Page  900. 
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who  was  otherwife  healthy,  by  Spirit  of  Sea- 
Salt  fo  much  diluted  with  Water,  that  the 
Liquor  being  dropped  into  the  Eye,  gave 
no  Pain :  This  Mixture  kept  it  from  de¬ 
generating  into  a  worfe  State  for  a  Year 
and  a  Quarter;  and  even  the  Edges  of  the 
Ulcer  fhewed  fome  Signs  of  Suppuration, 
and  Part  of  the  fungous  Mafs  caft  off, 
leaving  the  Bottom  clean  ;  but  afterwards 
the  Malignity  of  the  Diforder  returnee^,  and 
to  apply  any  thing  more  acrid,  immediately 
exafperated  the  Complaint ;  fo  that,  at  laft, 
the  unhappy  Patient  died,  after  fhe  had 
been  afflided  with  an  ulcerated  Cancer  two 
Years.  [| 

§  51.  From  having  obferved  that  a 
Cancer  may  be  palliated  in  forue  Conftitu* 
tions,  and  that,  in  many  Cafes,  the  Extir¬ 
pation  of  the  Tumor  has  only  freed  the 
Patient  of  the  Difeafe  for  a  few  Months, 
(as  remarked  in  §  7.)  many  Surgeons  there¬ 
fore  have  come  to  a  Determination  of  ex¬ 
cluding  the  Operation  in  every  Cafe,  except 
where  the  Cancer  is  fuppofed  to  proceed 
from  a  Blow,  or  any  other  external  Caufe, 
when  we  are  told  we  may  hope  for  Succefs 
by  it.  But  even  in  the  laft  Cafe  we  have 
already  fliewn  (in  §  27.  as  obferved  in  §  29.) 

|  Page  90I. 
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that  we  may  rather  hope  for  Succefs  by 
Refol vents  than  when  the  Difeafe  proceeded 
from  an  internal  Caufe :  If  fo,  we  lhould 
not  advife  the  Operation  where  the  Refo- 
Jution  of  the  Tumor  is  to  be  expedted  for 
Reafons  too  obvious  to  mention.  — •  How¬ 
ever,  this  Circumftanee  depends  on  the 
Time  of  the  Patient’s  applying  to  the  Sur¬ 
geon  ;  for  if  the  Tumor  has  been  of  long 
Handing,  and  is  grown  large,  ’tis  then  ir- 
refolvable,  (as  we  have  already  proved  in 
§  2 6,  2 7,  28.)  and  therefore  in  fuch  Cafes 
the  Operation  ought  to  take  place  by 

§11.  -  > 

§  52.  But  whatever  external  Accident 
may  be  fuppofed  to  have  given  Birth  to 
this  Difeafe,  there  certainly,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  was  fome  internal  pre-difpofing 
latent  Caufe  in  the  Blood  and  Juices  which 
eonfpired  with  the  external  one  to  occafion 
it :  For  there  are  iomeConftitutions,  which,, 
if  you  were  to  bruife,  or  otherwife  hurt 
every  Part  of  their  Bodies,  where  this. 
Difeafe  is  obferved  mod  frequently  to  fix; 
upon,  (§  16  )  you  could  never  make  the- 
thus  injured  Parts  terminate  in  a  Cancer. 
On  the  contrary,  there  are  others  fo  prone- 
to  this  Difeafe,  that  almoft  the  flighteft 
Blow  or  Preffure  fhall  immediately  give 
Rife  to.  it,  —  And  to  illullrrate  the  Truth 
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of  what  I  have  averted,  I  fhall  give  the 

Reader  the  following  Cafes. 

* 

OBSERVATION  V. 

'  .  f 

A  Woman,  about  forty-eight  Years  of 
Age,  was  put  violently  in  Wrath,  and,  at 
the  fame  Time,  received  ieveral  fevere 
Blows  on  her  Face  and  left  Breaft  by  her 
Hufband’s  Fift.  —  Some  Days  after  this 
Fray  fhe  applied  to  me.  —  The  Breaft  was 
then  much  fvvelled,  hard  and  painful,  more 
eipecialiy  in  the  fuperior  exterior  Part  of 
it  ;  the  whole  of  the  Breaft  and  Shoulder 
was  overfpread  with  an  Ecehymofts :  Her 
left  Eye  was  likewife  fwelled  and  inflamed, 
and  the  external  Parts  were  very  black. 
She  was  on  the  5th  Day  from  the  Accident 
bled  ad  %xvj  the  Day  after  fhe  took  a 
Purge  •,  and  her  Breaft  was  ordered  to  be 
bathed  bis  in  die  with  a  difcutient  Fomen¬ 
tation  and  Liniment :  But  fhe  would  admit 
of  no  Application  to  her  Eye,  altho’  fhe 
Laid  that  it  pained  her,  and  had  kept  her 
from  Sleep  the  preceding  Night.  —  I  faw 
nothing  of  her  ’till  two  Months  after  ; 
when  fhe  inform’d  me,  that  her  Eye  [and 
Breaft  grew  well  in  a  Fortnight  with  what 
1  had  prefcribedLher  ;  only  the  latter  had  a 
Knot  remaining  in  it.  ■ —  I  felt  a  final! 
f  moveable 
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moveable  Tumor,  about  the  Size  of  a 
Chefnur,  not  very  hard,  nor  the  lead  pain¬ 
ful,  in  the  exterior  Part  of  the  Bread  near 
the  Nipple. —  In  a  Year  after,  this  Tumor 
entirely  fubfided,  without  any  further either 
external  or  internal)  Means  being  ufed ; 
except  her  being  bled  once  in  that  Time  *, 
but  that  was  for  the  Relief  of  a  Cough. 

I  was  credibly  inform’d  of  the  enfuing 
Obfervation  by  Mr.  Amy  as,  late  an  eminent 
Surgeon  in  the  City  of  Norwich. 

OBSERVATION  VI. 

A  middle  aged  Woman  had  her  right 
Bread  amputated  to  free  her  from  an  ul¬ 
cerated  Cancer ,  which  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  occafioned  by  a  Blow  die  received 
about  two  Years  before:  The  Wound 
healed  in  a  reafonable  Time  after  the  Ope¬ 
ration  ;  neverthclefs,  a  few  Years  after, 
fome  cancerous  Tubercles  arofe  on  the 
Edge  of  the  right  pedforal  Mufcle,  which, 
encreafing,  reached  the  Axilla ;  and  {he 
foon  after  died,  differing  all  the  Miferies 
of  an  ulcerated  Cancer.,  which  no  Operation 
could  free  her  from. 

If  my  Memory  fails  me  not,  this  Wo¬ 
man  was  the  late  Mr.  John  Amy  ash  Patient ; 
and,  I  think,  the  Cafe  happened  while  Mr. 

D  6  Charles 
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Charles  Malthy  (now  an  eminent  Surgeon 
in  Norwich)  was  his  Apprentice  ;  and  with 
whom  I  was  then  very  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  :  But  I  cannot  be  pofitive.  — • 
I  find  the  Obfervation  among  fome  other 
chirurgical  Remarks,  made  during  my 
Apprenticelhip ;  but  when  and  where  the 
Woman  lived  1  know  not  by  thole  Notes. 

- —  I  hope  the  Reader  will  pardon  this  Di- 
grefiion ;  I  made  it  to  avoid  that  Oppro¬ 
brium  which  fome  Authors  have  laboured 
under  ;  viz.  of  forming  Hiftories  to  fup- 
port  any  favourite  Scheme  or  Hypothecs 
they  had  a  Mind  to  introduce.  —  But  I  do 
allure  my  Reader,  that  no  Body  defpifes 
fucht  mean  and  wicked  Proceedings  more 
than  his  humble  Servant  the  Author  of  this 
Efiay. 

Remarks  of  this  lalt  Kind  are  indeed 
Arguments  againll  the  Locality  of  this 
Difeafe  in  every  Cafe  ;  and  therefore  may 
be  thought  rather  lengthening  than  in¬ 
validating  the  Objection  to  Extirpation : 
But,  notwithftanding  this,  I  hope  to  make 
it  appear  (from  what  has  been  faid,  and 
what  we  have  further  to  add)  that  the 
Operation,,  in  many  Cafes,  ought  to;  have 
the  Preference  of  all  other  Methods  of 
Cure.  —  I  chofe  to  recite  the  laft  Obfer* 
vat  ion,  as  a  Caution  to  the  young  Surgeon,. 
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to  be  upon  his  Guard  how  he  makes  his 
Prognoftic  in  fimilar  Cafes.  We  ought 
not  peremptorily  to  pronounce  any  Patient 
as  abfolutely  out  of  Danger  of  a  Relapfe 
after  the  Operation,  tho’  we  may  allure 
fome  of  them,  in  a  great  Degree  of  Proba¬ 
bility,  that  it  never  will  happen  fo. 

§  53.  I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  difpute 
the  Propriety  of  faying  a  Cancer  is  a  local 
Difeafe,  when  the  Blood  and  Juices  are 
only  fo  far  depraved  as  not  to  produce  the 
Diforder  ’till  an  Interruption  is  put  to  the 
Circulation  in  fome  of  the  glandular  Parts, 
by  a  Blow,  &c.  —  I  know  feveral  Difeafes 
formerly  were  imagined  local,  that  are  not 
thought  fo  now;  e.  g.  A  fpreadrng  Gan¬ 
grene  was  always  efteem’d  a  local  Difeafe 
when  it  fucceeded  any  violent  external  Ac¬ 
cident,  and  therefore  A  mputation  was  then 
judged  fufficient  to  free  the  Patient  of  his 
Complaint ;  but  Experience  has  often  ex- 
pofed  the  Fallibility  of  that  Notion ;  for 
when  the  Surgeon  has  imagined  the  Seeds 
of  the  Difeafe  were  eradicated  by  the  Ope¬ 
ration,  the  Mortification  has  return’d  again, 
either  upon  die  Stump,  or  on  fome  other 
Part  of  the  Body,  to  the  Deftruftion  of 
the  Patient,  or,  at  leaft,  has  been  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  a  fecond  Amputation..  —  A  Mor¬ 
tification 
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tiflcation  is  allowed,  by  the  beft  Surgeons,  * 
to  be  frequently  a  critical  Diforder,  and 
therefore,  now-a-days,  the  moft  fkilful 
Practitioners  never  attempt  Amputation 
’till  they  have  firft  mended  the  Habit,  and 
Nature  has  pretty  far  advanced  the  Sepa¬ 
ration  ol  the  gangrened  from  the  found 
Parts. 

§  54.  I  muft  not,  I  doubt,  carry  it  fo 
far  as  to  draw  a  Parallel  between  thefe 
Difeafes :  A  Cancer  is  never  known  to  cure 
itfelf,  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  or  to  make  a 
complete  Separation  of  the  difeafed  from 
the  found  Parts,  as  a  Gangrene  does ;  but 
yet,  I  muft  at  prefent  imagine,  from  what 
I  have  obferved  in  feme  Patients  afflicted 
with  this  Diftemper,  that  frequently  thefe 
Tumors  are  rather  the  Confequences  of  a 
peculiar  Difeafe  at  firft  exifting  in  the 
Habit  than  the  Beginning  of  that  Difeafe 
itfelf :  —  that  is,  I  fuppofe  the  cancerous 
Poifon  to  be  fui  generis ,  at  firft  contracted, 
or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  generated  in 
the  Blood  and  Juices  in  the  larger  Veflels  ; 
and  while  it  continues  in  the  common  Road 
of  Circulation,  the  Patient  may  feem  to 
labour  with  fundry  Sorts  of  Diftempers 


*  Vide  Sharp's  Critical  Enquiry,  &c.  taf,  on  Am¬ 
putations. 
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For  Inftance,  Women  a  few  Years  before 
and  after  the  Age  of  fifty,  are  then  the 
moft  fubjedt  to  this  Complaint ;  as  at  this 
Time  of  Life  their  periodical  Evacuations 
are  about  going  off,  or  are  moftly  over 
•with  them  ;  and  therefore  their  Juices  often 
become  vitiated,  which  at  firft  may  occafion 
violent  Head-achs,  nervous  Complaints, 
or  the  Symptoms  of  a  Rheumatifm,  &V. 
but  as  foon  as  the  cancerous  Poifon  is 
lodged  in  the  Ventricles,  or  Receptacles  of 
the  Glands,  ichirrous  Tumors  appear,  and 
then,  fometimes,  the  preceding  Difeafes  in 
a  great  Meafure  abate,  or  go  off,  and  the 
unhappy  Perfon  feems  to  enjoy  a  better 
State  of  Health  than  for  fome  Time  pall ; 
and  this  Eafe  may  continue  ’till  an  Inter¬ 
ruption  is  put  to  it,  by  the  painful  Ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Cancer . 

I  don’t  remember  to  have  feen  this  Ob- 
fervation  taken  Notice  of  by  any  Author  ; 
but  the  Truth  of  it  is  fo  apparent  in  the 
following  Cafe,  that  I  can  by  no  Means 
pafs  it  by. 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

In  the  Year  1745,  I  vifited  a  Woman 
about  fixty,  the  Mother  of  feveral  Children  ; 
who  had  been  affiifted  with  an  ulcerated 

Cancer 
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Cancer  For  feveral  Years.  —  She  informed 
me  that  after  the  Catamenia  left  her,  fhe 
was  ill  with  a  rheumatic  Pain  in  her  right 
Shoulder,  fometimes  a  violent  Pain  in  her 
Head,  attended  with  feveral  nervous  Com¬ 
plaints,  and  a  frequent  Hamorrhagia  at  the 
Nofe :  Thus  fhe  continued  during  the 
Space  of  two  Pears,  in  which  Time  fhe 
could  get  little  or  no  Relief.  —  At  length 
a  fmall  Tumor  arofe  in  the  exterior  Side  of 
her  right  Breaft  near  the  Nipple :  After  the 
Appearance  of  this  Tumor  the  Pain  in  her 
Shoulder  went  quite  off ;  and,  as  the  Tu¬ 
mor  increafed,  her  other  Complaints  abated  : 
The  Bleeding  at  the  Nofe  likewife  quite 
left  her.  She  was  then  advifed  to  foment 
her  Breaft  with  hot  Urine,  to  anoint  it  with 
Goofe-greafe,  and  afterwards  to  apply  a 
gummous  Plaifter.  —  She  followed  thefe 
Directions,  altho’  the  Pain  and  Size  of  the 
Tumor  were  thereby  greatly  encreafed., 
which  before  were  tolerable.  Some  Months 
pafs’d  while  the  Tumor  was  encreafing 
under  thefe  Applications  ;  which,  at  length, 
poffdTed  the  whole  Breaft,  and  a  Suppu¬ 
ration  was  daily  expected  to  carry  off  the 
Difeafe :  At  laft,  the  Tumor  broke,  and 
difcharged  a  large  Quantity  of  a  fetid  Sanies _ 
—  It.  then  grew  more  painful,  upon  which 
a  Surgeon,  [my  Father-in  Law]  was  fent 

for* 
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For,  who  told  her  it  was  a  Cancer,  and  that 
her  Dodtrefs  had  done  the  Bread:  no  good 
by  her  Applications  aforefaid.  —  He  or¬ 
der’d  the  Ulcer  to  be  daily  wafhed  with 
warm  Milk,  to  cover  the  whole  Breaft 
with  a  Cabbage-leaf,  and  to  lofe  Blood  at 
proper  Intervals.  —  By  obferving  thefe  Di¬ 
rections,  and  keeping  to  a  Diet  of  eafy 
Digeftion,  the  Cancer  was  fo  far  palliated, 
that  notwithftanding,  when  I  faw  her,  the 
Breaft  being  much  wafted,  adhering  firmly 
to  the  Ribs,  and  having  an  Ulcer  the 
Breadth  of  a  Crown-piece,  with  thick  Lips, 
the  Nipple  eat  away,  and  feveral  fchirrous 
Knots  in  the  Axilla ,  yet  lhe  enjoyed  a  better 
State  of  Health  than  moft  People  of  her 
Age  could  expedt,  having  a  good  Appe¬ 
tite,  and  never  complained  much  of  her 
Breaft,  unlefs  after  ufing  too  much  Exercife. 
• —  She  died  a  few  Months  after  I  faw  her, 
of  a  Fever,  as  I  was  informed. 

§  55.  I  don’t  fay,  that  ’tis  impoffible  a 
Cancer  fhould  be  produced  by  an  external 
Caufe  only  becaufe,  I  will  not  take  upon 
me  to  determine  how  far  our  Juices  may 
be  alter’d  from  their  original  healthy  State, 
when  once  ftagnated  in  the  Glands  by  a 
Blow,  &c.  —  But  this  I  have  obferved, 
that,  in  young  and  healthy  Subjedts,  a 
Sihirrus  will  remain  Years  without  any  In- 

conveniency. 
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conveniency,  unlefs  feated  on  a  Part  where 
it  becomes  troublefome  by  its  mere  Bulk 
or  PrelTure  on  the  adjacent  Parts. 

A  Schirrus  arifing  from  an  external  Ac¬ 
cident,  as  a  Bruife,  &c.  is  not  always  the 
Pore-runner  of  a  Cancer,  tho’  it  frequently 
may  be  fo ;  and  tho’  thefe  Tumors  are 
hard  to  difperfe,  yet  this  Difficulty  arifes 
not  from  the  Tumor  being  of  a  cancerous 
Difpofition,  but  becaufe  the  Matter  of  the 
Swelling  lies  beyond,  or  out  of  the  Power 
of  the  Circulation  to  remove.  —  ’Tis  true, 
when  once  a  Schirrus  is  formed  in  a  glan¬ 
dular  Part,  no  one  can  tell  how  it  may 
terminate  ;  becaufe  various  Changes  may 
arife  from  various  Caufes  in  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Perfon  ;  and  if  the  Juices  fhould 
degenerate  into  a  highly  acrid,  or  what  the 
Ancients  termed  an  atrabiliary  State,  the 
Scbii  tus  will  be  (cateris paribus )  more  liable 
to  become  a  Cancer. 

Thus,  e.  g,  Suppofe  a  young  healthy 
Perfon  receives  a  Blow,  &c.  on  the  Bread, 
upon  which  a  Schirrus  follows,  this  Schirrus 
may  continue  in  an  indolent  State  ’till  her 
Menfes  leave  her,  when  it  may  foon  after 
degenerate  into  a  Cancer:  And  yet  this 
very  Schirrus  might,  before  this  Change 
happen’d  in  the  Conftitution,  be  of  a  be- 

-  :  nign 
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nign  or  mild  Nature,  eafy  to  have  been 
extirpated,  and  not  at  all  cancerous. 

As  long  as  an  indurated  Tumor  in  the 
Breaft,  &c.  remains  quiet,  it  may  be  termed 
only  a  Schirrus •,  but  as  loon  as  it  grows 
painful,  it  then  becomes  an  occult  Cancer. 

§  56.  The  Ancients,  if  I  am  not  mi- 
ftaken,  imagined  all  cancerous  .Tumors  to 
be  derived  from  the  Atra-bilis,  or  Melan¬ 
choly  of  the  Blood  ;  and  that  which  further 
confirmed  them  in  this  Belief,  was  the 
black  and  dark  Appearance  of  the  Blood 
found  in  the  varicous  Veins  of  thefe  Tu¬ 
mors  •,  and  therefore,  they  thought  the 
chief  Intention  of  Cure  confifted  in  giving 
fuch  Medicines  as  fhould  evacuate  this 
Humour.  —  But  if  they  had  had  no  other 
Reafon  for  their  Opinion  and  Practice  than 
the  black  Appearance  of  the  Blood  in  thefe 
VefTels,  they  might  have  been  greatly  de¬ 
ceived  *,  for,  I  believe,  there  are  few  Sur¬ 
geons,  of  much  Pradice,  who  have  not 
feen  a  fimilar  Appearance  of  the  Blood  in 
the  Varices  attending  other  Tumors  that 
arife  by  flow  Degrees.  —  I  have  feen  Blood 
difcharged  from  the  varicous  Veins  in  the 
Legs,  which  has  looked  almoft  as  black  as 
Ink  :  And  I  once  faw  Varices  on  the  Ab¬ 
domen  of  a  Woman  with  Child,  as  large 
as  a  Goofe-quill.  —  Thefe  varicous  Veins 

arc 
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are  occafioned  by  the  Impediment  the  Blood 
meets  with  by  the  fubjacent Tumor;  for, 
when  Tumors  encreafe  very  fiowly,  the 
cutaneous  Veffels  have  Time  to  ftretcn  and 
dilate,  and  the  Circulation  being  very 
languid,  the  ferous  Parts  of  the  Blood  will 
pafs  on  firft,  while  the  Crajfamentum  will 
be  more  difficultly  moved  fo  that,  when 
thefe  Veffels  are  open’d,  the  Blood  has  al¬ 
ways  a  black  grumous  Appearance. 

§  57.  But  that  fuch  an  atrabiliary  Tern  ' 
perature  of  the  Animal-juices  does  fome- 
times  exift,  as  the  Ancients  have  defcribed, 
is  confirmed  by  feveral  Modem  Authors  ; 
and  in  particular  by  the  ingenious  Mr. 
Freke  in  his  Effay  on  the  Art  of  Healing.  * 
—  ‘  Having  fhewn,  fays  he,  that  Blood , 
*  Phlegm ,  and  Choler ,  are  productive  of 
4  various  Difeafes,  it  remains  that  I  further 
‘  fhew,  agreeable  to  the  Opinion  of  the 
‘  Antients,  that  the  Blood  at  certain  Seafons 
‘  is  liable  to  become  void  of  all  Floridnefs, 
4  appearing  almofc  as  black  as  Ink,  which 
‘  the  Antients  have  termed  the  Atra  Bills  y 
‘  or  Melancholy  of  the  Blood.  When  it 
4  is  in  this  State,  carcinomatous  or  can- 
4  cerous  Dileafes  are  faid  to  be  occafioned 
‘  from  thence.” 


He 
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He  further  adds,  4  Now,  fince  every 

*  Surgeon  of  any  Degree  of  Practice  knows, 
4  that  the  Blood,  efpecially  of  elderly  Wo* 

*  men,  who  want  the  ufual  Benefit  of  Na- 
4  ture,  is  frequently  of  an  aduft  Com- 
4  plexion ;  and  moreover,  fince  it  is  ge- 
‘  nerally  found,  that  thefe  People  now 

*  defcribed  are  moll  liable  to  cancerous 
4  Complaints,  why  may  not  the  Antients 
‘  be  regarded  in  this  Particular  as  well  as 
4  in  mod  others ;  feeing  that  thofe  who 

*  oppofe  their  Sentiments  eftablifh  nothing 

*  in  the  Place  of  what  they  would  deftroy  ? 
4  I  can,  continues  he,  add  one  Obfervation 
4  of  my  own  to  countenance  this  Opinion, 
4  which  is,  that  I  feldom  take  off  a  can- 
4  cerous  Breaft,  but  I  look  for  forrie  black 
4  Spots  in  the  Glands  of  it ;  and  I  fcarce 
4  ever  fail  to  find  them  appear  like  a 
4  Drop  of  Ink,  fometimes  only  in  one 
4  Gland,  fometimes  in  divers  Parts  of  the 

*  Breaft.” 

§  58,  Having  in  §  56,  57,  proved  that 
the  Blood  has  fometimes  the  black  Ap¬ 
pearance  there  defcribed ;  I  fhall  not  con¬ 
tend  with  any  Perfon  whether  we  fhall  call 
it  Atra-Bilis ,  or  any  other  Name  ;  it  being 
fufficient  for  my  prefent  Purpole  to  obferve, 
that  when  it  looks  of  that  black  and  dark 
Colour,  it  is  then  in  a  depraved  State,  and 
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is  much  more  vifcid  or  tenacious  than  when 
it  has  a  more  florid  Afped  ;  at  leaf!,  Ex¬ 
perience  fhews  it  then  more  apt  to  form 
Obftrudions  in  the  glandular  Parts  •,  and 
thefe  Obftrudions  foon  degenerate  into 
Cancers.  —  The  Cafe  is,  an  atrabiliary 
Humour  is  a  peculiar  Degree  of  an  acri¬ 
monious  Lentor  in  the  ferous  or  lymphatic 
Parts  of  the  Blood  ;  but  while  it  continues 
in  Motion,  it  may  only  flightly  irritate  the 
Nerves,  and  occafion  various  Complaints, 
as  we  have  obferved  in  §  54.  but  when  it 
once  is  fixed  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Glands, 
it  there  obtains  a  higher  Degree  of  Acri¬ 
mony  ;  which  erodes  the  containing  Solids, 
and  creates  one  of  the  worft  of  Ulcers ; 
the  mod  painful  to  bear,  and  the  molt 
difficult  to  cure.  . 

At  firft  the  Stagnation  of  this  Humour 
may  only  form  a  Schirrus ,  which  may  con¬ 
tinue  fometime  before  it  proves  abfolutely 
cancerous  •,  but  a  Schirrus  formed  by  the 
Obftrudion  of  an  atrabiliary  Matter,  will, 
(<eter:s  paribus,  fooner  or  later  degenerate 
into  a  Cancer ,  according  to  the  Degree  of 
Acrimony  the  Humours  have  acquired  be¬ 
fore  their  Stagnation. 

§  59.  From  what  has  been  faid  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  a  Schirrus ,  form’d  by  the  Stag¬ 
nation  of  an  atrabiliary  Humour,  may  de¬ 
generate 
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generate  into  a  Cancer  by  Age,  without  any 
other  concurring  Caufe  to  occafion  it.  — 
Thus,  e.g.  aPerfon,  from  theSuppreffion 
of  a  natural  or  preternatural  Evacuation, 
may  contradl  fuch  a  depraved  Habit  of 
Body  as  is  productive  of  a  Cancer  \  at  fir  ft, 
only  a  lchirrous  Tumor  may  be  form’d  in 
fome  glandular  Part,  afterwards  this  Habit 
may  be  mended  by  proper  Remedies,  or, 
perhaps,  perfectly  reftored  to  a  healthy 
State  by  the  Return  of  the  ufual  Evacua¬ 
tions  ;  yet,  the  Schirrus  remains :  But,  in 
Procefs  of  Time,  this  Schirrus  mav  become 
cancerous,  by  the  Degeneracy  of  the  ftag- 
nating  Humour,  into  a  greater  Degree  of 
Acrimony  by  Age  only.  —  Plence  it  is 
evident,  that  l'uch  a  Cancer  is  a  local  Difeale, 
tho’  originally  derived  from  an  internal 
Caufe,  and,  under  fuch  Circumftances,  may 
be  cured  by  Extirpation. —  But  if  a  Schirrus 
is  formed  from  an  internal  Caufe,  an  atra- 
biliary  or  vitiated  State  of  the  Juices,  and 
that  Caule  continues,  no  Hopes  of  a  Cure 
is  then  to  be  expedied  by  Extirpation  ;  un- 
lefs  the  whole  Habit  is  reftored  to  a  found 
State  :  But  this  we  have  already  propofed, 
and  fhall  fpeak  more  to  anon. 

§  60.  Having  in  §  54.  obferved  that 
fome  People,  previous  to  the  coming  on 
of  a  Schirrus  or  Cancer ,  are  affiidted  with 
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Pains,  nervous  Complaints,  &V.  which 
gradually  abate,  or  go  off,  as  the  Cancer 
approaches  *,  how  far,  therefore.  Nature 
may  be  actually  fuppofed  to  relieve  herfelf 
by  lodging  the  cancerous  Poifon  in  the 
Glands,  in  order  for  its  Difcharge,  or 
whether  we  muft  attribute  the  Abatement 
and  going  off  of  thefe  Symptoms  to  fome 
other  lucky  Change  in  the  Conftitution, 
reducing  thefe  Cafes  to  that  in  the  laft 
Sedtion,  I  muft  leave  to  the  Opinions  of 
the  Learned  to  pofitively  determine.  — 
However,  that  Nature  does  fometimes  aim 
at  relieving  herfelf  in  fuch  a  Manner,  I 
lhall  endeavour  to  prove  from  the  following 
Theory  and  Obfervations. 

OBSERVATION  VIII. 

4  A  Lady  of  fifty  Years  of  Age  had  a 
4  Cancer  in  her  left  Breaft  that  began  to 
‘  ulcerate :  She  had  been  afflidted  with  it 

*  eight  Years,  and  it  was  grown  fo  large 
‘  as  to  weigh,  when  feparated  from  the 
‘  Body,  between  feven  and  eight  Pounds. 

*  ’T'was  of  a  deep  red  Colour,  hard,  and 

*  attended  with  fome  Pain.  A  Gangrene 

*  feized  it,  and  in  two  Days  it  feparated 

*  and  fell  intirely  off.  The  Haemorrhage 
4  was  fo  great,  as  to  wet  through  the  Pa- 

4  tient’s 
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dent's  Bed,  and  run  upon  the  Floor. 
This  happened  in  the  Night,  and  the  next 
Morning,  when  I  was  fent  for,  I  found 
a  Wound  that  appeared  black,  almofl 
round,  and  about  nine  Inches  in  Diameter. 
The  Hemorrhage  was  flopped,  but  the 
Patient  was  fo  weak,  that  it  was  necefiary 
to  think  rather  of  reviving  her  than 
having  Recourfe  to  any  Evacuations.  I 
dreffed  the  Wound,  and  in  four  or  five 
Days,  it  digefted  kindly,  and  had  a  very 
good  Appearance.  I  continued  to  drefs 
her  five  Weeks,  in  which  Time  the  Edges 
of  the  Wound  began  to  draw  in,  new 
Flefh  granulated,  and  the  Sore  feemed 
ready  to  cicatrife  intirely,  being  at  moft 
not  above  an  Inch  in  Diameter.  The 
whole  Habit  appeared  to  be  in  a  good 
Condition,  and  Nature  of  her felf  Teemed 
to  have  effected  all  that  could  have  been 
done  byArt  but  the  Scene  foon  changed, 
for  in  the  Middle  of  the  Wound  there 
arofe  a  fmall  hard  Tumor,  which  gradu¬ 
ally  increafing,  extended  to  the  Cicatrix  ; 
and  in  lefs  than  a  Month  the  Tumor  ap¬ 
peared  again  almoft  in  the  fame  State  as 
it  was  before  the  Gangrene.  About 
feven  or  eight  Months  afterwards  the 
Patient  died. 
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‘  It  is  certain,  continues  M.  Le  Dran ,  * 
*  that  Nature  had,  by  the  Gangrene,  done 
4  all  that  Art  could  have  effedled  by  an 
4  Operation,  and  the  Haemorrhage  had 
4  unloaded  all  the  Veflels  about  the  Tumor, 
4  of  which  the  good  Condition  of  the 
4  Wound  for  five  Weeks  was  a  convincing: 
4  Proof:  Yet  frern  cancerous  Swellings 
4  appear’d  in  the  Middle  of  the  Wound, 
4  when  it  feemed  juft  ready  to  cicatrife  j 
4  and  as  the  local  Diforder  could  not  be 
4  regarded  as  the  Caufe,  we  muft  attribute 
4  this  Relapfe  to  the  morbid  Difpofition 
4  of  the  Fluids  in  general.  In  thefe  Cafes 
4  therefore,  we  can  only  propofe  fuch  a 
4  Regimen  as  may  corredt  and  foften  the 
4  vitiated  Fluids,  and  prevent  them,  if 
4  poffible,  from  becoming  acrid,  as  they 
4  generally  do  while  they  are  confined  in 
4  the  Tumor.’ 

§  6 1 .  With  Submifiion  to  M.  Le  Dr  an, 
I  am  not  certain  whether  we  are  to  at¬ 
tribute  the  fudden  Return  of  this  Difeafe, 
fo  much  to  the  morbid  Difpofition  of  the 
Fluids  in  general,  as  to  fome  difeafed  Gland 
being  left  behind  after  the  ^Separation  of 
the  Breaft  by  the  Gangrene.  — We  muft 

f 

*  Operations  in  Surgery,  p ,  305.  j Engl.  Ed,  by 
Thomas  Gataker . 
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obferve,  that  the  Cancer  was  beginning  to 
ulcerate,  before  it  was  feized  with  the  Mor¬ 
tification,  and  therefore,  fome  of  the  can¬ 
cerous  Poifon  might  be  abforbed,  and  com¬ 
municated  to  the  found  Parts  -f  beyond  the 
Gangrene  •,  which  might  afterwards  produce 
thofe  horrid  Effects.  I  think,  had  the 
Juices  in  general  been  fo  much  vitiated,  as 
to  have  occafioned  fuch  a  fudden  Relapfe, 
the  Wound  would  not  have  been  fo  near 
healing  in  that  Time,  as  it  was  in  this  Cafe  : 
He  fays  the  whole  Habit  appeared  in  a 
good  Condition  during  five  Weeks  before 
the  laft  tragick  Scene  happened. 

H  owever,  there  might  be  fome  latent 
Taint  refiding  in  the  Juices,  which  con- 
fpired  with  the  immediate  difeafed  Part  to 
produce  this  fudden  Relapfe ;  and  yet  Na¬ 
ture  might  be  aiming  at  the  Difcharge  of 
her  Enemy.  —  She  is  not  always  able  to 
make  a  perfedt  Crifis ,  in  lefs  ftubborn 
Difeafes  than  that  we  are  treating  of, 
where  the  Caufe  lies  more  in  the  common 
Road  of  the  Circulation,  without  a  great 
deal  of  Help  from  internal  Medicine:  And 
we  don’t  find  that  Ihe  had  much  Affiftance 
that  Way  in  the  Cafe  related  by  Le  Bran, 
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The  next  Cafe  is  from  Wifeman.  * 

OBSERVATION  IX. 

‘  A  Woman  of  about  thirty-fix  Years  of 
Age  was  fuppofed  to  have  a  Cancer  in 
her  left  Breaft,  and  had  been  palliated 
many  Years  by  Sir  Fra.  Pr.  One  Day, 
fhe  being  at  her  Houfe  in  the  Country, 
it  did  break,  with  very  exceeding  Pain. 
She  writ  to  her  Phyfician,  who  fent  me 
to  take  off  the  Breaft.  When  I  came,  I 
faw  it  gangrened,  and  was  fomewhat  fur- 
prized  at  the  Novelty.  The  Tumor  was 
round,  of  a  very  great  Bulk,  and  move- 
able  ;  it  was  gangrened  by  realon  of  the 
over-ftretching  ot  the  Skin.  The  Mor¬ 
tification  had  eaten  through  the  Skin  the 
Compafs  of  the  Palm  of  a  Hand.  I 
cut  into  the  Body  of  the  Tumor,  and 
found  it  a  cancerous  Flefh,  and  lying 
within  a  Cyfiis.  I,  fuppofing  it  a  can¬ 
cerous  Wen,  (how  properly  1  know  nor, 
it  being  the  only  one  I  ever  law)  fomented 
it  with  Wine,  dreffed  it  up  hot  with 
Unguent.  Bafiliccn ,  and  gave  her  an  Ounce 
of  Syr.  de  Me c onto  in  a  Draught  of  Mace- 
ale,  to  quiet  the  Pain.  The  next  Morn¬ 
s'  Chap,  of  the  Cancer,  Ed.  in  fol.  /.  1 1 1 . 

‘  ing 
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ing  I  found  her  much  afflidled,  and  faw 
many  Cloaths  wet  with  the  Gleet,  the 
Mortification  was  much  fpread  in  the 
Skin,  and  the  cancerous  Body  cracked  as 
a  Pomegranate  over-ripe.  I  confidered 
the  Gangrene,  and  fuppofed  it  would 
fave  me  the  Labour  of  cutting  off  the 
Bread:,  and  that  it  would  ceafe  upon  the 
pulling  away  of  the  cancerous  Body. 
Upon  which  Confideration  I  pulled  out 
that  Part  which  was  outermoft,  I  believe 
the  fourth  Part  of  it ;  and  would  then 
have  pulled  it  all  out  by  dividing  the 
Skin,  but  fhe  would  not  permit  it.  I 
continued  my  way  of  dreffing  as  before, 
ftay’d  at  the  Houle  with  her  three  Days, 
and  dreffed  it  twice  a-Day,  pulling  out 
fome  Part  of  the  Wen  each  Time.  The 
Gangrene  in  the  Skin  Hopped,  and  fine 
became  very  eafy.  But  perceiving  fhe 
would  not  permit  me  to  thruft  out  the 
remaining  Wen,  I  defired  a  neighbouring 
Chirurgeon  might  be  fent  for  ;  who  being 
come,  we  drefl'ed  the  Patient.  I  fhewed 
him,  that,  by  Digeftion,  the  remaining 
flefhy  Body  with  the  Cyftis  would  come 
away,  and  by  that  Time  the  Lips  with 
the  Skin  would  be  ready  to  unite  with 
the  whole  ;  which  accordingly  came  to 

E  3  ‘  pafs. 
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pais,  and  fhe  was  perfectly  cured  in  lefs 
*  than  fix  Weeks,  and  is  yet  well.’ 

We  don’t  find  that  any  internal  Medi¬ 
cines  were  given  in  this  Cafe  to  foften,  and 
edulcorate  the  Animal-juices ;  yet  Nature, 
of  her  own  Accord,  freed  herfelf  of  the 
Difeafe,  with  a  little  of  the  Surgeon’s  Af- 
fiftance. 

\ 

§  62.  Do  not  the  two  laft  preceding  Ob- 
fervations,  in  a  great  Meafure,  evince  what  I 
have  before  hinted  at,  (particularly  in  §  54, 
60.)  viz.  That  a  cancerous  Gangrene  fif  I 
may  be  allow’d  the  Expreffion)  is,  fome- 
times,  Nature’s  Endeavour  to  eradicate  the 
Difeafe  •,  after  the  vitiated  Juices  are  lodged 
in  a  glandular  Part  ?  — That  a  Gangrene, 
which  fometimes  attends  a  Cancer ,  is  very 
different  from  the  Difeafe  which  generally 
goes  under  that  Appellation,  is  evident 
from  the  two  preceding  Cafes,  efpecially 
from  the  former  ;  for,  I  believe,  few  Pa¬ 
tients  in  a  common  fpreading  Mortification, 
(whether  occafioned  by -an  internal  or  an 
external  Caufe)  would  have  been  able  to 
have  furvived  fuch  an  Haemorrhage,  as 
the  Lady  did,  taken  Notice  of  by  M.  Le 
Dran. 

§63.  That  Nature  does  not  oftener  per- 

form  Cures  in  cancerous  Cafes,  is  not  at 

all 
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all  to  be  wonder’d  at,  but  the  contrary,  if 
we  rightly  confider  the  Strufture  of  the 
Glands,  (the  Seat  always  of  the  cancerous 
Poifon)  and  the  Communication  of  their 
Ducts  with  each  other,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  conglomerate  or  compound  Order.  — 
For  if  we  allow  a  Cancer  is  frequently  a 
local  Difeafe,  and  that  Nature  by  a  Gan¬ 
grene  does,  fometimes,  with  a  little  Af- 
liftance,  eradicate  the  Complaint,  yet  it 
will  more  frequently  happen,  as  in  the 
eighth  Obfervation,  that,  notwithftanding 
this  her  Operation  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak;  fome 
affedled  Gland  will  be  left  behind,  and  fo, 
in  Procefs  of  Time,  the  Cancer  returns. 
And  the  fame  happens  frequently  after  the 
Extirpation  of  the  Tumor  by  the  Surgeon’s 
Hand.  —  This  is  not  my  Opinion  only, 
but  that  of  one  of  the  mod  eminent  Sur¬ 
geons  now  at  the  Head  of  our  Art.  —  I 
will  prefent  the  Reader  with  what  he  fays 
in  his  own  Words. 

4  Whatever  this  Poifon  is  which  occafions 
*  a  Cancer ,  it  is  a  very  deadly  one,  but  yet 
1  not  fo  fatal  as  to  have  the  Cure  of  it 
'*  always  defpaired  of:  For  it  is  frequently 
4  local,  and  then  Extirpation  will  cure  it. 
4  The  Difficulty  of  its  Cure  proceeds  from 
4  its  Uncertainty  of  being  come  at,  be- 
6  caufc,  when  the  Operator  thinks  he  has 

E  4  4  ex- 
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extirpated  the  whole,  lome  diftant  urr* 
perceiv’d  Glands,  from  the  Communi¬ 
cation  of  their  Duffs  with  the  former, 
have  render’d  the  Cure  incomplete.”  * 

§  64.  From  what  has  been  faid  in  the 
preceding  Sections,  ’tis  eafy  to  perceive 
tnat  I  would  evince  cancerous  Tumors  being 
frequently  the  Confequence  of  a  Difeafe  in 
the  lymphatic  Juices  of  the  Body,  and  that 
when  thefe  vitiated  Juices  are  thrown  on 
lome  glandular  Part,  Nature  would  relieve 
hcrfelf  by  a  Separation  of  the  difeafed  Part, 
as  die  does  fometimes  in  a  Mortification* 
were  it  not  tor  lome  Circum fiances,  which 
almoft  always  attend,  and  are  peculiar  to 
this  terrible  Diftemper  call’d  a  Cancer. 

In  the  Difeale  termed  a  Gangrene ,  the 
Part  defhn’d  to  be  deltroy’d  for  the  Pre¬ 
fer  vation  of  the  whole,  has  all  Communi¬ 
cation  cut  off  with  the  vital  Parts,  fo  that 
Nerves,  Arteries,  Veins,  &c.  equally  fuffer  j 
and  the  Effects  produced  by  this  Diftemper, 
are  almoft  confonant  to  thofe  occafioned  by 
an  aftual  or  potential  Cautery.  —  In  the 
laft  Cafe  an  Efcbar  is  produced,  i.  e.  the 
Life  of  the  Part  is  totally  deftroy’d  as  far 
as  the  Cauftic  penetrated  •,  but,  in  a  few 
Days  afterwards,  the  Circulation  of  the 


*  Frekt\  Eflay  on  the  Art  of  Healing,  &c.p.  177. 
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healthy  Juices  continuing  to  pufh  ftrongly 
behind  the  cauterized  Part,  and  not  finding 
the  Veflels  pervious  as  ufual,  the  Efchar , 
or  burn’d  Part,  will  be  broke  off  from  the 
found  Flelh,  &?c.  and  a  laudable  Suppura¬ 
tion  will  enfue.  —  And  the  fame  Procefs 
happens  in  the  Separation  of  a  Mortifi¬ 
cation. 

r  If  the  Reader  is  defirous  of  having  a 
more  perfect  Idea  how  Nature  acts  in  thefe 
Cafes,  in  producing  Pus  Laudabile ,  &c.  I 
would  advife  him  to  a  careful  Perufal  of 
Mr.  Freke’s  ElTay  on  the  Art  of  Healing, 
ErV.  where  he  will  find  Matters  relating  to 
the  prefent  Subject  clearly  and  ingenioufiy 
accounted  for. 

§  65.  But  much  more  terrible,  in  my 
Opinion,  is  a  Cancer  than  a  Gangrene :  For 
in  the  former,  altho’  the  greateft  Degree 
of  Putrefadlion  feizes  on  the  Parts,  yet 
there  is  always  a  Mixture  of  living  Veflels, 
Arteries,  Veins,  Nerves,  &c.  —  witnefs  the 
acute  Pains,  lamentable  Haemorrhages,  and 
continual  fetid  Difcharge  of  a  corroding 
Sanies  from  an  ulcerated  Cancer.  —  In  thefe 
dreadful  Circumftances,  therefore,  as  faft 
as  Nature  gets  rid  of  one  cadaverous  Part, 
another  becomes  corrupted  by  the  Commu¬ 
nication  of  the  dileafed  Part  with  the  found  ; 
fo  that  ’tis  impoffibie.  Nature  Ihould  free 
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herfelf  of  this  Malady,  without  the  Afliftance 
of  a  very  fkilful  Operator.  Indeed,  when 
a  cancerous  Tumor  is  grown  extremely 
large,  and  the  higheft  Degree  of  Putre- 
fadtion  has  attack’d  it,  the  Communication 
of  the  vital  Parts  with  the  corrupted  Tumor, 
will  be,  perhaps,  nearly  cut  off}  fo  that 
the  very  Weight  of  the  Tumor  may  oc- 
cafion  its  Separation  from  the  Body,  as 
happen’d  in  the  8thObfervation  ;  but  then 
’tis  twenty  to  one,  or  more  for  aught  I 
know,  that  fome  affedted  Gland  will  be 
left  behind,  which  had,  previous  to  the 
Separation  of  the  putrefied  Tumor,  ab- 
forbed  fome  of  the  cancerous  Poifon,  by 
means  of  that  very  fmall  Communication 
between  the  difeafed  and  found  Parts :  — 
-And  hence  is  occafioned  a  Relapfe  as  before 
obferved.  —  But  in  the  Cafe  cited  from 
Wifeman ,  we  muft  take  Notice,  that  the 
cancerous  Tumor  was  contained  in  a  Cyfiis , 
or  membranous  Bag,  by  which  Means,  any 
Abforption  of  the  cancerous  Poifon,  by 
the  Communication  of  living  Veffels  be¬ 
tween  the  Tumor  and  the  circumjacent 
found  Parts  was  inrirely  prevented.  —  In 
thatCafe  therefore,  theGangrenewas  brought 
on  by  the  mere  Bulk  of  the  Tumor,  with¬ 
out  being  encreafed  by  the  corroding  and 
putrefactive  Quality  of  the  cancerous  Body 

coming 
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coming  into  Contact  with  the  furrounding 
Teguments  ;  unlefs  juft  in  that  Part  where 
the  cancerous  Subftance  forced  its  Way 
through  the  Cyftis,  and  fo  might  deftroy 
the  Skin  by  its  Corrofivenefs  in  the  anterior 
Part  of  the  Breaft.  —  Hence  it  followed, 
that  Nature,  with  a  little  manual  Affiflance, 
was  enabled  to  eradicate  the  Complaint. 

§  66.  ’Tis  evident  from  what  has  been 
faid,  that  a  Cancer  is  one  of  thofe  Difeafes 
which,  (unlefs  a  feafonable  Stop  is  put  to 
its  Violence  and  Progrefs,  by  the  prudent 
Conduct  of  the  Phyfician  and  Surgeon,) 
increafes  and  propagates  itfelf,  to  the  De- 
ftru&ion  of  the  human  Machine.  On  this 
Account,  however  abfurd  my  Suggeftions 
may  be  thought,  by  fome,  of  cancerous 
Tumors  being  fometimes  the  Confequences 
of  an  Endeavour  of  Nature  for  the  Crijis 
of  a  Difeafe,  I  am  content,  fince,  by  this 
Hypathejis,  I  am  eftablifhing  no  Doctrine 
for  a  Method  of  Practice,  but  what  has 
been  proved,  hitherto,  the  fafeft  by  Ex¬ 
perience.  —  1  have  already  (in  a  great 
Meafure)  fhewn  why  Nature  cannot  effedfc 
a  Crifis  (§  6^,  64,  65.)  without  great  A f- 
nftance  from  the  Surgeon’s  Art.  —  Are  not 
Ulcers,  which  fometimes  attend  the  Legs 
of  both  old  and  young  People,  frequently 
reckoned  critical  ?  And  do  not  fome  Species 
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of  them  grow  Frequently  fo  painful,  the 
Matter  To  corrofive  and  fetid,  that  it  deftroys 
the  found  Parts,  fometimes,  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  to  render  them  little  inferior 
to  the  milder  Kinds  of  ulcerated  Cancers  ? 
Why  may  we  not  therefore  imagine  fome 
Kinds  of  ulcerated  Cancers  to  be  in  that 
Senfe  critical  too  ?  I  think  there  is  a  Parity 
of  Reafon  for  it. 

Perhaps  the  Propriety  of  calling  any  Kind 
of  cancerous  Ulcers  critical  will  be  difputed 
me  ;  I  fhall  not  contend  about  Words  ; 
but  nuift  obferve,  that  there  are  feveral 
Inftances  to  be  found,  among  the  Writers 
of  practical  Obfervations,  of  ulcerated  Can¬ 
cers,  where  the  Patients  have  enjoy’d  an 
eafy,  and  otherwife,.  healthful  State  of  Life 
to  a  good  old  Age,  with  little  moreTrouble 
than  generally  attends  an  Ulcer  on  the 
Leg,  Qc.  —  Onelnftance  we  have  already 
given,  in  our  feventh  Obfervation  •,  and  I 
fhall  further  illuftrate  this  Matter  by  an 
Obfervation  from  Wifeman. 

OBSERVATION  X. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Differences  of  the 
Humour  to  which  Cancers  owe  their  Ori¬ 
ginal,  he  obferves,  ‘  If  the  Matter  be  not 
*  very  corrofive,  their  Growth  is  flow,  and 

‘  not 
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‘  not  very  painful.  —  Thefe  are  called  the 
‘  milder  Sort,  of  which  I  have  had  many 

*  under  my  Care  •,  and  fome  of  thefe  af- 

*  fedting  the  Bread:,  I  have  palliated  a  long 
‘  time  under  eafy  Remedies.  Such  was 

*  the  Cafe  of  a  Lady  that  laboured  many 
‘  Years  of  an  ulcerated  Cancer.  It  had 
*-  eat  deep  into  the  Bread:,  and  was  fixed 
‘  to  the  Ribs,  but  not  with  much  Pain. 
‘  In  Progrefs  of  Time  the  Lips  inverted, 
‘  and  united  as  it  were,  and  lay  covered 

*  with  a  crufty  Scab  :  The  Humour  in  the 
c  mean  while  fpent  itfelf  upon  the  Nerves, 
‘  and  caufed  a  Species  of  a  Paralyjis  in 
‘  fome  Parts  of  her  Body,  and  the  Gout 
‘  in  others.  She  lived  long,  and  in  her 
1  latter  Age  tolerably  healthful’.  See  the 
fecond  Obfer.  in  his  Chap,  of  a  Cancer-,  * 
which  is  alio  to  our  Purpofe. 

§  67.  The  Cafe  is,  in  thefe  highly  cor- 
rofive  Ulcers,  the  Parts  on  which  the  of¬ 
fending  Matter  is  thrown,  become  fo  prae- 
ternaturalized,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
Exprefiion)  that  all  the  benign  and  healthy 
Juices  which  arrive  at  the  Ulcer,  are  con¬ 
verted  into  an  ichorous  or  corrofive  Sanies 
and  this  Misfortune  follows,  that  when  the 
Solids  are  much  eat  away,  and  the  Vacuity 

•  Page  99.  Ed.  in  Fob 
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deep,  the  corrofive  Ichor  lodges  in  the 
Ulcer,  and  is  abforbed  by  the  Veins,  and 
carried  into  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  upon  which 
the  whole  Habit  becomes  poifon’d  ;  and 
hence,  fometimes,  the  word  of  Confe- 
quences  enfue.  Hence,  alfo,  appears  the 
Neceffity  of  cleanfing  and  dreffing  thefe 
Kind  of  Ulcers  often,  as  obferved  in 
§  49- 

§  68.  Whenever,  therefore,  a  Cancer 
arifes  from  an  internal  Caufe,  (fuch  Symp¬ 
toms  having  preceded,  as  are  mention’d  in 
§  54,)  and  is  fuffered  to  ulcerate,  this  Ul¬ 
ceration  is  rather  to  be  deemed  what  Nature 
intends  for  a  critical  Difcharge  of  a  peculiar 
Difeafe  than  the  very  Beginning  of  that 
Difeafe  itfelf,  as  I  have  before  faid.  —  ’Tis 
true,  before  the  Appearance  of  thefe  Tu¬ 
mors,  if  the  Perfon  is  troubled  with  any 
Illnefs  or  Indifpofition,  (§  54)  we  cannot 
fay  he  is  ill  with  a  Cancer  \  becaufe,  by  that 
Word,  we  underhand  only  a  Tumor  of  a 
peculiar  Kind,  and  whimfically  call’d  fo, 
from  its  fuppofed  Refemblance  to  a  Crab- 
fifh  :  —  Yet  this  very  Perfon  may  be  abfo- 
luteiy  difordered  with  fuch  a  vitiated  Hu¬ 
mour  as  may,  by  and  by,  produce  this 
Difeafe.  — -  Thus,  e.  g.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  ol  a  Perfon  at  his  firft  Breeding  the 
Gout ;  the  Diforder  which  he  may  be 

troubled 


(  87  ) 

troubled  with  preceding  the  Fit,  we  may 
be  at  a  Lofs  what  to  call  it ;  and  ’till  fuch 
Time  as  the  vitiated  Humour  regularly 
fixes  on  the  nervous  Membranes,  Liga¬ 
ments,  &c.  furrounding  the  Joints,  and 
occafions  fuch  a  Tumor  or  Swelling,  as 
particularly  characterizes  that  Difeafe,  we 
dare  not  affirm  it  the  Gout ;  yet  after  this, 
we  make  no  Scruple  to  fay  he  was,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  Approach  of  the  Tumor,  af¬ 
flicted  with  the  gouty  Matter  in  his  Blood  : 
And  this  Swelling  is  looked  upon  rather 
as  the  Crifis  of  the  Gout,  than  as  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Gout  itfelf. 

§  69.  It  may  indeed  appear  Arrange  to 
call  a  Cancer  a  critical  Tumor;  becaufe  it 
never  fuppurates  and  difcharges  Pus  lauda- 
iile ,  album ,  leve  &  a  quale,  only  ulcerates, 
and  then  the  Patient  grows  worfe,  and  is 
thereby  frequently  deflxoy’d.  On  which 
Account,  the  moll  prudent  Surgeons  al¬ 
ways  endeavour  to  hinder  the  Tumor  from 
breaking. — But  the  fame  may  be  faid  of 
the  Gout. — When  does  the  gouty  Matter 
ever  come  to  a  laudable  Suppuration  ?  And 
yet,  I  believe,  few  People  will  difpute  the 
painful  Swellings  attending  this  Difeafe  be¬ 
ing  critical  Efforts  of  Nature  for  the  Bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Conftitution. — Indeed,  was  the 
gouty  Matter  to  come  fo  near  a  Suppura¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  as  the  Matter  of  a  Cancer  does,  that 
is,  to  occafion  any  large  Collections  of  fe- 
rous  Juices,  it  would,  (confidering  the 
Seat  of  the  Difeafe)  be  little  inferior  to  a 
Cancer  itfelf. — When  I  fpoke  of  the  pain¬ 
ful  Swellings  which  attend  the  Limbs  and 
Extremities  of  gouty  People,  being  criti¬ 
cal  Tumors  or  Efforts  of  Nature  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Conflitution  ;  I  meant  only 
in  regard  to  the  Gout  itfelf ;  for  as  to  the 
vulgar  Notion  of  the  Gout’s  carrying  off 
all  other  Feculencies,  which  otherwife 
might  have  occafioned  Fevers,  &c.  is  very 
abfurd  ;  and  fo  far,  in  my  Opinion,  is  this 
Diflemper  a  Sign  of  Longevity,  that,  on 
the  contrary,  I  am  well  fatified  it  lhortens 

the  Lives  of  many. - Indeed  where  the 

Seeds  of  the  Gout  are  in  the  Habit,  if  thofe 
Swellings  or  regular  Fits  did  not  happen, 
the  Perfon  would  be  much  fooner  deftroy’d 
by  the  Redundancy  of  the  gouty  Matter : 
— For,  as  the  learned  Dr.  Mead  fays,  ‘  the 
‘  Gout  may  perhaps  be  juftly  faid,  to  be 
‘  the  only  Cure  of  the  Gout*.’ 

§  70.  I  have  not  made  a  Comparifon 
between  the  Gout  and  a  Cancer,  becaufe  I 

*  Ut  retie  fortajfe  did  poffit,  felam  podagram  podagra 
tnederi.  Monit .  Cj  Free  cep,  Med.  &C.  cap.  de  podagra , 

p.  197- 
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think  there  is  a  great  Affinity  between 
them  ;  but  only  that  my  Meaning  may  be 
well  underdood,  in  refpedt  to  my  calling 
the  latter  fometimes  critical. — Thole  pain¬ 
ful  Swellings  which  we  judge  the  Crlfis  of 
the  Gout ,  are  never  found  to  make  a  per¬ 
fect,  or,  I  ffiould  rather  fay,  a  lading  Cure  : 
they  are  only  Means  made  ufe  of  by  Na¬ 
ture  to  relieve  for  the  prefent,  or  carry  off 
the  Redundancy  of  fuc'n  Humours  as  would 
otherwife  load  and  deftroy  her. — When, 
therefore,  the  Habit  has  accumulated  too 
large  a  Quantity  of  acrimonious  Salts,  or 
whatever  elfe  it  is  which  occafions  the  Gout , 
Nature  endeavours  to  fling  this  Load  of 
noxious  Matter  out  of  the  common  Road 
of  Circulation  upon  the  Joints :  Upon 
whatever  Joint  this  Matter  is  thrown,  a 
painful  and  inflammatory  Tumor  enfues, 
by  the  tranfuding  of  a  very  thin  or  fubtle 
Part  of  the  Fluids  from  the  minuted  Ra¬ 
mifications  of  the  Nerves  and  Arteries  ;  in 
a  little  Time  the  Swelling  fubfides.  Part  of 
theextravafated  Humor  being  perfpired  thro’ 
the  Pores  of  the  Skin,  and  Part  abforbed 
by  the  Veins,  csV. — But  the  thicked  of  it 
lodges  in  the  Membranes  of  the  Joints 
and  there  concretes  ;  and  every  Fit  adding 
frefli  Matter,  by  Degrees,  the  Joints  be¬ 
come  duffed  with  hard  Maffes  called  Chalk- 

dones. 
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ftones,  by  which  their  proper  Motions  and 
Actions  are  deftroyed  *. 

And,  indeed,  upon  due  Examination, 
it  will  be  found,  that  fomething  fimilar  to 
what  happens  in  the  Joints  of  gouty  People, 
does,  alfo,  fometimes  happen  in  the 
Glands,  in  the  Formation  of  a  fchirro- 
cancerous  Tumor:  But  this  will  be  better 
underftood,  by  the  young  Surgeon,  by 
giving  a  Defcription  ol  the  Structure  of  the 
Glands. 

§71.  It  is  very  well  known,  that  the 
Arteries,  in  their  ultimate  Ramifications, 
before  they  pafs  into  their  returning  Veins, 
lend  out  a  great  Number  of  extremely 
fmall  Tubule  •,  thefe  draw  off  from  the  Blood 
certain  Portions  of  its  Serum ,  while  the  Re¬ 
mainder  is  forced  through  the  Extremities 
of  the  Arteries,  and  returned  by  the  Veins  : 
Now  thefe  minute  Tubuli,  by  means  of 
which  the  Blood  is  drained  of  fome  of  its 
Serum ,  before  it  does  pafs  through  the  ca¬ 
pillary  or  hairy  Arteries,  are  called  the  fe- 
cretory  Dud s,  or  glandulous  Strainers.  The 
ultimate  Branches  of  an  Artery,  with  their 
fecretory  Duds,  their  correfpondent  Rami¬ 
fications  of  the  Nerves  ("which  always  ac¬ 
company  them)  and  their  returning  Veins, 

*  Dr.  Mead’*  Monit .  Cj’  Pracep.  Med.  &c.  cap.  de 
Podagra,  p.  1 99, 
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wound  up,  as  it  were,  into  a  little  Ball 
together,  and  included  within  a  common 
Membrane,  conftitute  that  Body  called  a 
Gland  •,  and,  by  Anatomifts,  for  Diftinc- 
tion  fake,  a  conglobate  or  fimple  Gland. 

Now,  if  any  Number  of  thefe  conglo¬ 
bate  or  fimple  Glands  be  united  together, 
by  extreme  fmall  tranfverfe  Fibres,  and 
included  again  within  a  common  Mem¬ 
brane,  they  are  then  called  a  conglomerate 
or  compound  Gland. 

§  72.  A  conglobate  or  fimple  Gland 
forms  a  hollow  Receptacle,  into  the  Cavity 
of  which,  the  minute  Tubuli ,  (called  the 
fecretory  Duffs,  which  immediately  arife 
from  the  laft  Ramifications  of  the  Artery) 
open  and  depofite  a  Liquor,  which  being 
collected  by  the  excretory  Duff  or  Emiffary 
of  the  Gland,  it  pafies  off  from  the  Cavity, 
and  ferves  for  the  feveral  Ufes  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  Oeconomy. 

But  a  conglomerate  or  compound  Gland, 
being  a  Congeries  or  Affemblage  of  con¬ 
globate  or  fimple  Glands,  (as  before  ob¬ 
served)  has  all  the  excretory  Duffs  of  the 
latter  terminate  in  one  larger  Duff,  thro5 
which  the  Liquor  of  all  the  fimple  Glands 
pafs  for  particular  Ufes.  Such  are  the  fa- 
lival  and  parotid  Glands  •,  the  latter  of 
which  have  their  excretory  Duffs  pafs 

over 
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over  the  Majfeteres  through  the  Buccina- 
tores  into  the  Mouth. 

§  73.  Mr.  Chefelden  fays,  ‘  each  Bread: 
s  is  a  conglomerate  Gland  to  feparate 
6  Milk  with  its  excretory  Du£ts ;  which 
6  are  capable  of  very  great  Diftention, 
€  tending  towards  the  Nipple,  which  as 

they  approach,  they  unite,  and  make 
c  but  a  few  Dutts  at  their  Exit.9  Ana¬ 
tomy  6th  Edit.  Page  1 39. 

But  the  famous  ‘  Ruyfch  *  has  denied 
6  the  Breads  to  be  glandular,  neverthelefs 

‘  fuch 

*  Epift-  Problem,  XV.  pag.  io,  & c.  &  alibi  pluribus 
in  locis .  4  Ejuamvis  enim  mammas  glandulo fas  ejje  nega  - 

*  vent  Ruyfchius ;  tabs  tamen  illarum  fabrica  eft ,  at- 
4  <lue  Pattis  a  [anguine  fecreti  indoles ,  ut  in  mammis 
4  facile  fchirri  nafci  pofjint :  quam  rem  etiam  obferva- 
4  tiones  quotidian at  confirmant. — Ex  Arteriis  enim ,  nullis 
4  folliculis  interpofitisy  emiffi  tubuli  lattiferi  cum  vie  inis 
4  coeunt  in  major es  r amnios,  tandemque  vafa  lattifera 
4  major  a  faciunt ;  quee  iter  um  anguftantur ,  Is  minimis 
fftulis  in  papilla  exeunt .  Cum  autem  lac  in  mammis 
4  collegium ,  lattifera  vafa  diftendens ,  pojjit  re  dire  iterum 
4  in  vafa ,  unde  exiverat,  6f,  ne  gut  tula  quidem  lattis 
4  per  pap  ill  am  exeuntey  turgidifjima  mamma  aliquando 
4  depleatur  fatis  cito  £sf  fukfidat  ;  patet  tubulos  latteos 
4  continuari  arteriis  ipfisy  nullofque  folliculos  inter  bos  & 

4  HI  as  interponi.  V erum  lac ,  ex  fua  natura  in  coagulum 
4  facile  tendens ,  ftagnans  in  vafis  lattiferis  dilatatis,  in 
4  colofrum  iff  ferum  abit :  hoc  tenuius  per  papilla’  aper- 
4  turas  dilabiy  <vel  facile  redire  in  fanguinem  potefi ; 

4  colofrum  vero  fero  fuo  orbum  hesrebit  immobile  invafu 
4  lattiferis y  magifque  exfccatum  tandem  in  fchirrutn,  vix 

‘  rt- 


(  93  ) 

fuch  is  their  Fabric,  and  fuch  is  the  Na* 
ture  of  the  Milk  fecreted  from  the  Blood, 
that  Schirri  are  very  eafily  formed  in 
them  ;  as  is  daily  confirmed  by  Obferva- 
tion.  For  the  lactiferous  Tubiili  arifing 
from  the  Arteries,  unite  together  into 
larger  Branches,  without  the  Jnterpofi- 
tion  of  any  Follicles,  and  at  length  they 
make  large  lactiferous  VelTels,  which  a- 
gain  are  contracted,  and  at  laft  terminate 
in  very  fmall  DuCts  in  the  Nipple. — But 
fince  the  Milk  collected  in  the  Breafts, 
and  diftending  the  laCtiferous  Veflfels, 
may  return  again  into  the  Veflfels  from 
whence  it  was  derived,  the  moft  turgid 
Breaft  is  therefore  fometimes  foon  emptied 
and  fubfided,  without  the  leaft  Drop  of 
Milk  being  difcharged  by  the  Nipple  ; 
w'hence  it  is  evident  that  the  laCtiferous 


refol-vendum  fepe,  abit .  Cumque  in  glandulis  proprig 
d iff  is  natus  fchirrus  idea  fepe  ad  optima  rcmcdia  rebellis 
erat ,  quia  njitalium  humor um  i/npetus  iff  ejjicacia  in 
coagulatmn  fuccum ,  glandule  ca<vo  content  um ,  nullum 
fere  effeffum facer  e  pot  erat ;  idem  iff  in  mammis  obti- 
nebit .  Majores  enim  tubuli  laffei  rejpondent  ca<vis 
glandularum  colligentibus  fecretum  humorem ;  angufla 
eorunde?n  extrc?na ,  in  papilla  hiantia ,  ft?mlem  ufum 
habent  ac  glandularum  emif  aria ,  colie ffum  in  carvo  hu¬ 
morem  deducentia .  Patet  ergo  ratio,  quare  in  mammis, 
licet  proprie  loquendo  glandulofe  non  fuerint >  fchirri 
tamen  nafci  pojfintf 


‘  Tube* 
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Tubes  are  continuous  with  the  Arteries 
themfelves,  and  that  there  are  no  Folli¬ 
cles,  or  little  Bags,  interpofed  between 
them. 

‘  But  Milk  being  of  its  own  Nature  very 
fubject  to  coagulate,  will,  by  ftagnating 
in  the  dilated  lactiferous  Vefiels,  feparate 
into  Serum ,  and  a  groffer  Subftance  ;  but 
this  thinner  Part  will  efcape  through  the 
fmall  Orifices  of  the  Nipple ;  or  elfe  eafily 
return  back  into  the  Blood ;  but  the  thick 
or  grofier  Subftance,  being  deprived  of 
its  fluid  or  ferous  Part,  will  ftick  im¬ 
moveable  in  the  lactiferous  Veflels ;  and 
at  length  growing  more  dry,  will  form 
an  almoft  irrefolvable  Schirrus.  And  as 
in  the  Glands,  properly  fo  called,  a 
Schirrus  fo  often  proves  inflexible  to  the 
belt  Remedies,  becaufe  the  Impulfe  or 
Efficacy  of  the  vital  Humours  has  fcarce 
any  Influence  on  the  concreted  Juice  con¬ 
fined  in  the  Cavity  of  the  Gland  (fee 
§  55-)  the  fame  Thing  will  alfo  take  place 
in  the  Breafts.  For  the  larger  lactiferous 
Tubuli  will  correfpond  to  the  Cells  or 
Receptacles  of  the  Glands,  collecting  the 
fecerned  Humour-,  while  their  narrow 
Extremities  opening  through  the  Nipple, 
have  Ufes  fimilar  to  the  Emiflaries  of  the 
Glands,  difcharging  the  Humour  col- 

‘  lected 
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*  levied  in  their  Cells.  The  Realon  is 
‘  therefore  evident,  why  Scbirri  may  arife 
4  in  the  Breafts,  altho’,  properly  fpeaking, 

*  they  are  not  glandular.’  * 

§  74.  Having  previoufly  confider’d  and 
demonftrated  the  Structure  of  the  Glands, 
at  leaft  fufficient  for  our  prefent  Purpofe, 
it  will  be  eafy  to  perceive  how  an  Humour 
feparated  by  the  fecretory  Vefiels  of  a  Gland., 
and  lodged  in  its  Cavity,  may,  by  coagu¬ 
lating,  or  infpiflfating,  become  fo  indurated, 
as  to  be  render’d  incapable  of  palling  out 
of  the  Receptacle  of  the  Gland,  by  the  ex¬ 
cretory  Duft-,  and  the  Matter  thus  detained, 
may  give  Rife  to  a  Cancer.  —  Any  Caufe 
therefore  which  obftru&s  the  excretory 
Dudfc  of  a  Gland,  whether  conglobate  or 
conglomerate,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  the 
contained  fecerned  Matter  in  the  Receptacle 
or  Receptacles  of  it  cannot  be  difcharged, 
the  Body  of  the  Gland  will  become  di- 
ftended  by  the  confined  Fluid,  while  the 
thinner  Parts  of  that  Fluid  will  be  abforbed 
by  the  Veins,  or  find  a  Paffage  through 
the  obftrudbed  excretory  VefTel,  and  that 
which  is  more  grol's  being  left  behind, 
will,  by  Degrees,  indurate,  and  frefh  Matter 

■*  Gerad.  Van  Swieten,  M.  D.  Commentar.  in  Herm, 
Boerhaave  Apborifmos,  p.  848,  &c, 

being 
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being  feparated  from  the  Blood  by  the  fe- 
cretory  V effels  or  Dudts,  and  accumulated 
in  the  Gland,  the  Tumor  will  encreafe,  and 
by  its  Preffure  on  the  Nerves  in  the  Gland,5 

an  indolent,  hard,  or  fchirrous  Tumor  will 
be  formed. 

§  75..  Perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  that  it 
appears  inconfillent  with  the  wife  Oeconomy 
of  Nature,  to  fix  upon  fuch  an  intricate 
Texture  of  Veflels  as  the  Glands  are,  for 
the  critical  Difcharge  of  any  morbid  Mat¬ 
ter* —  But  for  that  very  End  or  Purpofe, 
were  they,  perhaps,  principally  form’d : 
I'or  they  not  only  fecern  Fluids,  which  are 
return’d  by  particular  Veins  to  cool  and 
dhute  the  common  Mals  of  Blood,  in  order 
the  better  to  keep  on  the  wonderful  Circu¬ 
lation,  but  they  alfo  by  their  peculiar  vaf- 
cular  Texture,  entangle,  as  it  were,  and 
very  frequently  carry  off  fuch  Matter,  as 
would  otherwife  be  prejudicial  to  the  Con- 
ftitution  :  and  this  not  only  inSicknefs  but 
in  Health.  —  How  often  does  Nature  de- 
pofite  a  Matter  in  the  inguinal  and  axillary 
Glands,  to  be  critically  diicharged  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Conftitution  ?  If  this  Matter 
is  too  grofs  to  pafs  thefe  Strainers,  a  Tumor 
will  arife,  which  will  be  more  or  lefs  diffi¬ 
cult  to  cure,  according  to  the  Nature  of 
the  obftrudting  Matter,  and  the  Series  of 

V  effels 
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Veffels  in  which  it  is  lodged.  —  Thus,  if 
the  ObftruCtions  are  formed  in  that  Order 
of  Veffels  deftin’d  to  carry  the  red  Blood, 
from  which  the  ferous  and  lymphatic 
Juices  are  immediately  fecerned,  there  may 
be  Hopes  of  the  Tumor  terminating  in  an 
Abfcefs  by  a  mild  Suppuration  •,  but  if  the 
Matter  is  of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  to  have  ac¬ 
tually  palled  into  the  next  Order  of  Veffels, 
whofe  Office  is  to  feparate  the  lymphatic 
Humours  from  the  red  Blood,  the  Ob- 
ftrud'tions  will  be  much  more  difficultly  re¬ 
moved,  as  being  too  far  from  the  impulfive 
Force  of  the  Circulation.  —  But  if  the  ob- 
ftrudting  Matter  has  not  been  long  confined, 
and  the  Veffels  not  ruptured,  or  loft  their 
elaftic  Forces,  (§  26,  27,  28.)  there  may 
be  Hopes  of  removing  the  ObftruCtion  by 
the  FJelp  of  proper  Remedies. —  But  at  the 
Time  we  are  attempting  to  refolve  thefe 
Obftruftions  by  external  Applications,  we 
ought  carefully  to  exhibit  fuch  gentle  Pur¬ 
gatives  as  may  carry  out  of  the  Flabit  the 
Matter  of  the  Refolution. 

§  7 6.  To  what  Degree  of  Putrefaction 
the  healthy  or  found  Juices  of  our  Bodies 
may  degenerate  into,  by  a  long  Stagnation 
in  the  Glands,  affifted  by  the  natural  Ani¬ 
mal  Heat,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  deter¬ 
mine,  (as  I  faid  before,  §  55.)  But  it 
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appears  to  me,  that  the  Mixture  of  different 
juices,  which  fometimes  fall  accidentally 
into  the  Receptacles  of  the  Glands,  when 
weakened  by  any  external  Caufe,  may 
greatly  contribute  to  the  different  Degrees 
of  Putrefa&ion  and  Corrofivenefs  of  the 
Matter  found  in  thofe  tumified  Glands 
call’d  Canters. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  largeft  of  the 
fecretory  Ducts  of  a  Gland  in  a  natural 
State,  is  fmaller  than  the  fmalleft  of  the 
capillary  Arteries-,  for  the  leaf!:  of  the 
evanefcent  Arteries  can  admit  the  red  Blood- 
globules,  which  the  largeft  of  the  glandular 
fecretory  Veffels  cannot  in  a  found  or  natural 
State. —  Let  us  then  fuppofe  a  Gland  has 
fuffered  fome  external  Violence,  by  a  Blow, 
or  the  like,  fo  that  its  whole  vafcular  Tex¬ 
ture  becomes  obftrudted,  by  which  Means 
the  fecerning  Organs  may  be  fo  much  en¬ 
larged,  as  to  admit  fome  Particles  of  the 
Ammal  Fluids  to  pafs  into  the  Gland,  as 
ought  to  have  been  fent  off  another  Way  : 
By  this  we  may  eafily  conceive,  that  a  great 
Difference  may  arife  in  the  Nature  of  thefe 
glandular  Tumors.  And  this  will  more 
evidently  appear  by  confidering  the  Com- 

pofition  of  the  Blood. 

§  77.  A  chymical  Analyfts  of  the  Blood 

informs  us,  that  it  contains  much  Oil-,  Salt , 
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Sulphur ,  See.  hence  it  is  term’d  a  Hetero¬ 
geneous  Fluid,  the  compounding  Parts  of 
which  are  of  different  Denfities.  —  For  a 
red  Blood-globule  is  fix  ferous  Ones  in 
Conjundtion  ;  and  a  ferous  Globule  is  com- 
pofed  of  fix  lymphatic  Ones,  which  may 
be  divided  and  fub-divided,  ’till  they  be¬ 
come  undifcernable  by  the  belt  Microfcopes , 
and  ad  infinitum.  —  Some  of  thefe  Globules 
are  more  firmly,  and  intimately  blended 
together  than  others,  and  their  Cohefions 
more  ftrong-,  as  that  Order  of  Globules 
which  compofe  the  red  Part  of  the  Blood 
more  ftrongly  cohere  than  the  next  Order, 
and  fo  on.  ■ —  The  chymical  Art  has  like- 
wife  further  inform’d  us,  that  the  Lymph, 
which  commonly  paffes  eafily  thro’  the 
Glands,  contains  but  very  little  Oil,  Salts , 
&c.  whereas  that  Part  of  the  Serum ,  which 
more  ftrongly  and  intimately  coheres  with 
the  red  Globules,  is  plentifully  faturated 
with  Oils  and  Salts. — Hence  it  may  follow, 
that  if  the  fecretory  Organs  of  a  Gland,  by 
any  Caufe,  are  too  much  enlarged,  there 
will  enfue  an  Error  Loci  of  the  Fluids : 
’viz.  Some  of  the  groffer  Parts  of  the  Serum , 
and  the  red  Blood,  will  pals  with  the  Lymph 
into  the  Gland,  and  there  ftagnating,  may 
grow  highly  corrofive,  and  irritate  the 
Nerves,  caufing  great  Pains ;  and  frelh 
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Matter  being  pufhed  upon  the  difeafed  Part 
by  the  Force  of  the  Circulation,  the  fine 
Veffels  will  be  ruptured,  and  a  large  Col¬ 
lection  of  bloody  lymphatic  Juices  will 
foon  be  accumulated,  which,  being  dif- 
charged,  will  be  fait  to  the  Tafte,  &c.  as 
obferved  in  §  32.  Cafe  the  Second. 

But  it  would  be  tedious  to  endeavour  to 
account  for  all  the  Differences  which  might, 
and  do  frequently  happen  in  the  Formation 
of  fchirrous  and  cancerous  Tumors.  Be- 
fides,  it  requires  a  Perfon  much  better 
fkilled  in  Phyfiology  than  I  pretend  to  be, 
to  do  this  in  a  mafterly  and  intelligible 

Manner.  - - Let  it  fuffice  then  to  fay, 

that  fchirrous  and  cancerous  Tumors,  arifing 
from  external  Caufes,  may  differ  greatly, 
according  to  what  Part  of  the  Animal- 
juices  is  lodged  in  the  Glands. 

§  78.  To  return  again  to  our  Propofition, 
which  is  to  fhew,  that  cancerous  Tumors, 
fometimes,  arifing  from  an  internal  Caufe, 
fhould  be  rather  deem’d  Swellings,  oc- 
cafioned  by  Nature’s  throwing  fome  vitiated 
Matter  upon  the  Glands,  to  be  critically 
difcharged,  for  the  Cure  of  a  peculiar 
Difeafe,  than  the  very  Beginning  of  that 
Difeafe,  as  obferved  before  in  §  54. 

I  know  cancerous  Tumors  have  been 
generally  look’d  upon  as  occafion’d  entirely 
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by  the  Stagnation  of  the  Fluids  in  the 
Glands  ;  which,  by  Time,  contradling  a 
highly  corrofive  and  putrefadtive  Quality, 
give  Rife  to  thofe  peculiar  Kinds  of  Tumors 
or  Ulcers,  call’d  Cancers.  —  This,  indeed, 
may  be  fometimes  the  Cafe,  and  when  it  is 
fo,  it  will  generally  follow,  that  an  early 
Extirpation  of  the  Tumor,  will  moftlyr 
prove  a  radical  Cure.  —  I  fay  an  early  Ex- 
tirpation,  becaufe,  if  any  Collections  of 
the  cancerous  Matter  is  formed  in  the  Tu¬ 
mor  before  Extirpation,  the  neighboring 
Parts,  or,  perhaps,  the  whole  Habit  may 
become  difeafed,  by  ibme  of  the  Matter 
being  abforbed,  and  fo  propagated,  as  it 
were  by  Inoculation.  (§  67.)  But  Ex¬ 
perience  fhews  (as  is  abundantly  con¬ 
firm’d  by  the  Obfervations  of  pradlical 
Authors)  that  an  early  Extirpation  of  a 
Schirro-cancerous  Tumor  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  far  from  proving  a  radical  Cure  (as 
obferved  in  §  30.)  Hence  we  may  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  Suppofition  of  the  long 
Continuance  of  a  Schirro-cancerous  Tumor 
being  apt  to  infedt  the  Mafs  of  Blood,  and 
to  render  the  Operation  fruitlefs  is  erro¬ 
neous  :  Unlefs,  as  I  faid  before,  it  is  let 
remain  till  there  are  any  Colledtions  of  Mas¬ 
ter  formed  in  the  Tumor,  and  is  buffer’d 
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to  ulcerate.  Mr.  Sharp  *  pofitively  fays? 
That  the  mere  Refidence  of  a  Schirrus  for 
a  length  of  Time,  is  not  of  itfelf  a  fuffi- 
eient  Motive  for  the  Operation  •,  and  that 
he  is  fo  far  from  judging  unfavourably  of 
a  Cancer  under  this  Circumftance,  that, 
he  thinks,  we  cannot  have  better  Evidence 
of  its  Locality,  than  the  little  Injury  it  has 
already  done  to  the  Conftitution. 

Had  the  cancerous  Poifon  always  fix’d 
on  the  Wound  after  the  Operation,  the 
Difeafe  might  have  been  fuppofed  to  have 
been  exafperated  by  it,  or  the  fucceeding 
Dreffings,  &c.  from  fome  actually  affedted 
Gland  being  left  behind  ;  or,  if  the  Wound 
had  moftly  been  very  difficult  of  Cure, 
it  might  have  been  thought  owing  to  the 
whole  Mafs  of  Blood  being  in  a  morbid 
or  vitiated  State  in  Cancers  arifing  from  an 
internal  Caufe.  —  But  this  is  feldom  the 
Cafe-,  for  the  Wround  frequently  heals  in  a 
reafonable  Time  after  the  Operation,  ju¬ 
dicially  perform’d-,  (fee  §38.  page  41.) 
and  yet  the  Cancer  jfhall  foon  after  fall  on 
fome  remote  Part  of  the  Body.  —  From 
what  Caufe  can  this  happen  ?  The  Operation 
is  never  perform’d,  by  a  fkilful  Surgeon, 
when  there  are  any  Symptoms  of  Cancers 

*  Critical  Enquiry,  £sV.  f.  106. 
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being  form’d  in  Parts  of  the  Body  where 
the  Extirpation  of  fome  of  them  would 
be  impradticable.  —  For  what  would  it 
avail  to  free  the  Patient  of  one  Tumor, 
while  others  of  the  fame  Kind  remain’d  ? 

- —  But  Cancers  have  been  very  often  known 
to  return  after  Amputation,  on  Parts  of 
the  Body  where  there  was  not  the  ieaft 
Reafon  to  fufpedt  their  appearing  while  the 
extirpated  Tumor  was  in  Being.  — -  Do 
not  thefe  Remarks  argue  greatly  in  favour 
of  what  I  would  evince,  viz.  That  Nature 
having  fixed  on  the  extirpated  Part  for  the 
Lodgement  of  the  vitiated  Matter,  and 
being,  by  the  Operation,  deprived  of  that, 
fhe  foon  after  fixes  on  fome  other  glandular 
Part  for  the  like  Intention,  i.  e.  iri  order 
for  its  Difcharge  ?  - —  ’Tis  true,  fhe'fjene- 
rally  fixes  on  the  Parts  adjacent  to  where 
the  Tumor  was  taken  away,  in  a  Relapfe, 
(§8.)  but  this  Obfervation,  I  prefume,  is 
likewife  in  my  Favour  •,  for  the  vitiated 
Matter  being  wont  to  be  derived  this  Way, 
it  will  follow,  that  it  will  more  frequently 
fix  again  on  a  Part  near  where  the  former 
Tumor  was,  than  on  a  remote  Part. — 
But  what  further  confirms  me  in  this  O- 
pinion,  is,  that  there  are  a  greater  Number 
of  Hiftories  of  Cancers  being  cured  without 
Relapfes,  amongft  fuch  as  were  of  feveral 
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1  cars  itanding,  than  amongft  thofe  who 
were  reauced  to  the  Operation  very  foon 
aiter  their  Appearance  —  Does  not  this 
appear  as  if  Nature,  in  the  former  Cafes, 
liaa  depofited  all  the  noxious  atrabiliary 
Matter  on  the  Glands  in  one  Part ;  while 
in  the  latter  the  Operation  was  performed 
before  Ihe  could  cornpleat  fuch  a  Depo- 
fition  ?  —  However,  I  will  not  pretend  to 
determine  in  this  Cafe.  —  I  have  been  the 
longer  on  this  Head,  becaufe  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  Importance  to  know  when  it  is  beffc 
to  operate ;  and  if  in  fome  Particulars  my 
1  heory  be  erroneous,  as  the  whole  of  it 
tends,  I  hope,  towards  guiding  us  more 
fafely  in  Extirpation,  I  flatter  myfelf  the 
Cancjjd  will  excufe  me 

§'/§.  it  is  obferved  by  practical  Au¬ 
thors  j,  c  That  the  vitiated  Humours 
c  which  occafion  Elead-achs,  Rheumatifms, 

4  or  habitual  and  periodical  Evacuations, 
4  fometimes  change  their  Courfe  from 
4  Caufes  unknown,  and  pafling  to  the 
4  Glands,  produce  an  Obftruftion  in  them. 
4  All  thefe  Obftrudtions  form  at  firft  no 
4  more  than  fchirrous  Swellings,  but  they 
4  may  afterwards  degenerate  into  Card- 

*  Sharp's  Critical  Enquiry,  p%  106. 
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*  nomas.’  -—  This,  indeed,  is  moft  fre¬ 
quently  the  Cafe,  but  not  always  ;  for  fome- 
times  a  Cancer  does  arife,  without  having 
had  any  fchirrous  Tumor  preceding  it.  — 
The  Truth  of  this  is  confirm’d  by  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Van  Swieten*.. 

OBSERVATION  XI. 

I  faw,  fays  he,,  a  Fungus  of  a  cancerous 
Nature  that  grew  out  of  the  great  Toe, 
which  came  by  the  imprudent  cutting  off 
the  Nail  by  a  Surgeon  in  a  Country-woman, 
having  hurt  that  tender  nervous  Pulp  which 
is  feated  under  it while  the  fame  Surgeon 
endeavour’d  to  confume  this  Fungus , .  by 
corroding.  Applications,  the  Irritation  was 
fo  great,  as  turned  it  into  a  horrid  Cancer , 
whence  the  Part  was  afterwards  obliged  to- 
be  extirpated. 

He  further  adds,  That  it  is  neceffary  both  > 
for  the  Surgeon  and  Phyfician,  to  be  ac-  - 
quainted,  that  a  Cancer  may  be  often  feared, , 
although  no  Schirrus  has  preceded  it.' 

§  80.  When  the  vitiated  Humours  men¬ 
tioned  in  §  79.  are  translated  to  the  Glands, 

X  look  upon  that  Tranflation  as  an  En¬ 
deavour  of  Nature  for  the  critical  Difcharge  ■ 

*  Page  879.  Tom.  1  it. 
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of  them  :  And  why  in  fuch  Cafes  Hie  can¬ 
not  effedt  this;  we  have  already  endeavour’d 
to  explain  in  §  63,  6 4,  65.  —  But  there 
is  another  Obfervation  I  have  to  make  on 
tnis  Head.—  And  here  it  will  be  necefiary9 
firft,  to  fay,  that  if  my  Reader  is  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Freke\  Theory  concern¬ 
ing  the  Formation  of  Pus  Laudabile ,  &cri 
he  would  do  well  to  read  his  Book,  (en¬ 
titled,  An  EJfay  on  the  drt  of  Healings  &c.) 

for  the  better  undemanding  this  Dif- 
courfe. 

§  8 1.  We  muft  obferve,  that  where  there 
are  no  ungovernable  Fungus’s  attending 
cancerous  Ulcers,  yet  they  will  not  admit 
of  being  deterged  by  any  Digeftives  ;  and 
every  one  fkilled  in  Surgery  knows,  that 
an  Ulcer,  with  a  putrid  Bottom,,  can  gene¬ 
rate  no  found  healing  Flefh. 

r  To  illuftrate  this  Matter,  fuppofe  a 
W  ound  or  Ulcer  with  fungous  Flefii ;  if 
'  you  reduce  the  Fungus  with  the  Lapis  Vi¬ 
triol.  a  thin  Gleet  will  enfue  y  and  if  a 
large  Quantity  of  it  is  applied,,  an  Efchar 
will  be  formed  by  the  Solution  of  the  vi¬ 
triolic  Salts,  and  the  Wound  will  look 
crude:  But  if  you  deftroy  xht Fungus  by 
the  Mercur.  pr<eciptatus  ruber ,  a  Slough  in¬ 
deed  or  Efchar  is  created  ;  but  yet  you 
will  have  a  Matter  thicker  than  from  corn- 
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mon  Wounds  that  fuppurate  well. -—  This 
is  a  common  Obfervation,  but  I  never  faw 
it  reafonably  accounted  for,  ’till  I  faw  Mr. 
Freke  s  Effay,  &c.  —  While  a  Wound  dis¬ 
charges  a  very  thin  watery  Sanies,  no  found 
Granulations  of  Flefh  can  arife ;  and  though 
Wounds  and  Ulcers  in  any  Conftitution 
may  grow  fungous,  and  want  to  be  reduced,, 
yet,  where  there  is  no  great  Difpofition  to 
heal,  it  is  a  Matter  of  more  Confequence 
than  fome  young  Surgeons  may  imagine,, 
whether  the  Fungus  is  deftroy’d  by  the  Lap . 
Vitriol,  or  Mercur.-  prtscip .  Any  Caufe, 
therefore,  that  will  bring  a  Wound,  or 
Ulcer,  into  fuchCircumftances  as  a  Solution 
of  the  Vitriol  would  dor  cannot  heal. — 
Was  there  to  an  Ulcer,  or  even  to  a  com¬ 
mon  Wound,,  a  daily  Application  of  a 
pretty  flrong  Efcharotic,  that  would  adt  in. 
the  fame  Manner  as  the  Lap.  Vitriol,  does,, 
almoft  the  fame  Phenomena  would  be  pro¬ 
duced  as  are  obferved  in  cancerous  Ulcers, 
viz.  The  Part  would  grow  painful,  large 
Sloughs  would  be  created,  and  a  Difcharge 
of  a  bloody  and  fetid  Gleet  would  enfue  ; 
ePpecially  if  the  Matter  of  the  Sore  did  not 
find  a  ready  Exit. —  For  what  fmells  worfe 
than  the  extravafated  bloody  Juices  of  the- 
Animal  Body,  when  confined  a  Day  or' 
two  in  their,  natural  Heat  ?  Witnefs-  the 
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iirft  Removal  of  the  Dreffings  after  an  Am¬ 
putation.  —  Thus,  by  Degrees,  the  flefhy 
Parts,  and  neighbouring  principal  Rivulets 
of  Life,  [the  larger  Blood- Veffels,]  being 
eroded  and  deftroyed,  the  Patient  at  laft 
muft  fink  into  the  Jaws  of  Death,  by  the 
repeated  Difcharges  of  the  purple  Stream.  4 
—  Thus,  I  fay,  fuch  terrible  Symptoms 
might  be  brought  on,  and  fuch  Confe- 
quences  might  enfue,  by  the  continual  Ap¬ 
plication  of  a  corrofive  Medicine,  as  are 
known  frequently  to  happen  in  a  Cancer.— 

It  avails  not,  therefore,  from  what  Caufe 
fuch  a  corroding  Matter  is  produced,  whe¬ 
ther  by  the  natural  Putrefaction  of  the 
Animal  Juices,  lodged  in  the  Glands,  pe¬ 
culiar  in  this  Difeafe,  or  by  a  Medicine  ap¬ 
plied  by  Art ;  it  their  Actions  on  the  human 
Body  are  alike,  fo  will  be  their  EffeCts. — 

In  either  Cafe  then,  it  will  be  equally  im- 
polTible  (fuppofing  the  Conftitution  other- 
wife  perfectly  found)  that  Nature  can  pro¬ 
duce  any  good  Flefh,  or  advance  one  Step 
towards  healing  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Body 
muft  inevitably  be  deftroy’d,  if  the  Di- 
ftemper  is  very  violent  *,  unlefs  a  Stop  is 
put  to  it  by  Art.  —  Hence  it  follows,  that 
this  Theory  leads  us  immediately  in  fearch 
of  fuch  a  Remedy  as  may  aCt  without  Pain, 
correCt,  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  give  a 
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free  Difcharge  to  the  cancerous  Mattery- 
producing  Effects  fomewhat  fimilar  to  Mer~ 
cur.  pracip.  i.  e.  It  ought  to  be  able  to  re¬ 
duce  the  cancerous  Fungi ,  and  otherwife 
altec*thc  vitiated  State  of  this  fordid  Ulcer  •, 
leaving  the  Bottom  of  it  capable  of  dif- 
charging  good  Pus  j  the  Confequence  of 
which  would  foon  be  a  healing  State. 

I  have,  for  a  long  Time  paft,  employ’d 
all  Opportunities  in  fearch  of  fuch  a  Trea- 
fure  -y  but  alas  !  hitherto  my  Attempts  have 
proved  abortive ;  nothing  has  occurr’d 

worth  communicating  to  the  Public. - 

If  I  fhould  fucceed  the  lead;  in  my  En¬ 
deavours,  (Dii  cceptis  adfpirate  meis)  and 
this  Eflay  meets  with  a  favourable  Recep¬ 
tion,  I  will  faithfully  make  known  my  Suc- 
cefs.  —  In  the  mean  Time,  as  I  think  the 
Foundation  I  would  build  upon  is  juft,  I 
hope  thofe  who  have  fuperior  Abilities,  and 
greater  Opportunities  than  I  pretend  to, 
will  not  be  wanting  in  their  Endeavours 
for  fuch  a  defirable  Difcovery.  —  ’Tis  true, 
fome  cancerous  Tumors  are  extremely  large, 
and  the  Fungi  attending  them  enormous ; 
fo  that,  as  I  faid  before,  §  46.  perhaps  no 
Remedy  without  the  Knife  will  be  able  to 
fubdue  them  ;  but  notwithftanding,  if  fuch 
a  Remedy  could  be  luckily  hit  upon,  as  I 
have  juft  now  mentioned,  what  falutary 
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Effects  might  arife  from  the  Application 
of  it  after  the  Operation  ! 

§82.  In  fchirro-cancerous Tumors  arifing 
from  an  internal  Caufe,  fuch  Symptoms 
having  preceded,  as  are  enumerated  in 
§  54,  79,  we  are  not  immediately  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  Operation,  but  fir  ft  endeavour, 
as  much  aspoffible,  to  bring  the  Body  into 
a  found  and  healthful  State. 

This  is  the  illuftrious  Boerhaave*, s  O- 
pinion,  who  in  his  five  hundred  and  fifth 
Aphorifm,  fays,  *  ‘  The  Caufe  of  a  Cancer 
*  fhould  be  removed  together  with  it,  or 
‘  rather  before  the  Tumor  is  extirpated. 

‘  But  unlefs  the  difeafed  Part  can  be  en- 
4  tirely  extirpated,  it  ought  to  be  let 
‘  alone/ 

As  to  what  refpedts  the  latter  Part  of 
this  Aphorifm,  is  already  obferved  in  §  35 
of  this  Efiay., 

The  Caufe  of  a  Cancer  will  be  beft  re¬ 
moved  by  fuch  a  Regimen  and  Remedies 
as  are  hinted  at  in  §  38  ;  but  more  fully  to> 
be  fpoke  to  in  the  Sequel  of  this  Difcourfe. 

§  83.  A  cancerous  Tumor  fuddenly  a- 
rifingfrom  an  internal  Caufe,  and  encreafing 

*  Caufa  cancri  tollenda  cum  cancro,  <vei  ante quam  tok 
Ifltur  ilk. 

Nifi.  intcgre  auferri  aueat ,  reUnquendus  eft, 

faftr 
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faft,  will  be  much  more  difficult  of  Cure 
than  a  Cancer  from  an  internal  Caufe,  which 
encreafing  flowly,  may  give  Time  to  have 
the  Habit  mended  previous  to  the  Opera¬ 
tion.  —  But  in  the  former  Cafe,  if  the  Tu¬ 
mor  is  tending  to  ulcerate,  in  fpite  of  our 
beft  Endeavours  to  prevent  it,  we  fhould 
advife  the  Operation,  provided  the  Tumor 
is  moveable,  C?<r.  by  §35.  —  A  few  Days 
after  the  Operation,  the  Patient  ought  to 
be  put  into  a  fpitting  Courfe,  to  be  en- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  Quantity  per  Diem.,  and 
to  be  continued  fuch  a  length  of  Time  as 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Difeafe  fhall  de¬ 
mand,  and  the  Patient’s  Strength  of  Con- 
ftitution  will  allow  :  Then  complete  the 
Cure  with  a  ftrong  Decodtion  of  Lign. 
Guiaic.  The  Perfon  mult  afterwards  re- 
ligioufly  abftain  from  all  aromatized, 
fmoked,  pickled,  foufed,  or  falted  Meats, 

and  all  Kinds  of  fpirituous  Liquors. - 

In  fhort,  fuch  a  Diet  is  indicated  here,  as 
is  proper  for  a  Perfon  that  has  a  Cancer  con¬ 
tinuing.  — •  A  great  Part  of  his  Food  ought 
to  be  of  Milk  and  fome  Kinds  of  Vege¬ 
tables.  —  A  ftridt  Regard  ought  to  be  had 
to  all  the  Non-Naturals  •,  and  if  the  Patient 
has  lived  much  in  the  modern  Way  of 
Luxury,  thefe  Changes  in  Diet,  &c..  fhould 
not  be  made  all  at  once;  becaufe,  as  the 

very 


(  1 12  ) 

very  learned  Dr  ..Mead*  obferves,  all  Hid¬ 
den  Changes  are  dangerous,  and  therefore 
every  Alteration  in  the  Way  of  living  ought 
to  be  made  by  Degrees. 

§  84.  My  Reader  may  fee,  that  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  Relapfe,  I  lay  a  chief  Strefs  on  the 
Regimen  and  Method  of  living  to  be  ob- 
ferved  after  the  Operation  ;  which  if  duly, 
perfevered  in,  will,  not  only  in  this  Di- 
ftemper,.  but  in  many  others,  work  Won¬ 
ders. 

But  it  is  not  a  few  Weeks,  nay,  I  had 
almoft  faid  Years,  that  will,  anfwer  this 
Purpofe.  —  I  don’t  know  whether  there  is 
an  abfolute  Neceflity  for  the  Patient’s,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  this  abftemious  Way  of  Living 
to  his  Life’s  End  ;  but,  if  he  does,  he  will 
ftand  the  beft  Chance  of  keeping  off  the 
Difeafe  :  And  fure  Health  obtained  at  the 
eafy  Rate  of  reftraining  the  Palate,  is  worth 
the  Purchafiag.  * - - 

Befides  the  Diet  above- mention’d,,  the  - 
Patient  ought  to.  lofe  Blood,  and  take- 
gentle  Purgatives, .  at  proper  Intervals 
efpecially,  at  both  Spring  and  Fall. 

I  could  quote  many  Authors  in  fupport 
of  this  Dodfrine,  did  I  think,  it  needed 
any-,  but  the  Benefit  which  mu  ft  accrue 


*  Monti ,  iff  Pracep .  Med,  de  Vita  Pe gimme. 
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from  fuch  a  Method  is  fo  obvious,  that  I 
hope  what  1  have  faid  will  have  Weight 
enough  to  have  it  put  in  Practice.  —  But 
in  thefe  Cafes,  as  well  as  in  many  others, 
there  is  no  prefcribing  fet  Rules,  without 
fome  Exceptions.  — —  ’Tis  certain  the  Pa¬ 
tient’s  Conftitution,  and  many  other  Cir- 
cumftances,  ought  to  diredt  us  how  to 
adt. 

To  fay  that  few  Patients  will  be  fubjedt 
to  the  Method  prefcribed  after  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  is  nothing  to  the  Purpofe  :  If  the 
Patient  will  not  be  ruled,  and  the  Diforaer 
returns,  neither  the  Surgeon  nor  Phyfician 
ought  to  be  blamed  :  But  a  Prognoftication 
of  the  Confequences  which  may  enfue  from 
Errors  of  this  Kind,  ought  to  be  duly  made 
before  the  Operation  is  attempted. 

OBSERVATION  XII. 

A  middle  aged  Woman,  during  Gefta- 
tion  with  her  firft  Child,  complained  fre¬ 
quently  of  darting  Pains  in  her  right  Breaft ; 
after  fhe  had  gone  about  half  her  Reckon¬ 
ing,  a  fmall  unequal  Knot,  of  the  Size  of 
a  common  Eilberd,  was  difcovered  in  the 

inferior  Part  of  it. - She  was  bled,  but 

had  nothing  further  done  ’till  after  her  De¬ 
livery.  In  the  Time  of  her  Lying-in,  the 

Lochia 
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Lochia  were  difcharged  in  a  moderate 
Quantity  ’till  the  4th  Day,  when  they  en¬ 
tirely  difappeared,  and  her  Breads  became 

turgid  with  Milk. - The  Knot  in  the 

right  Bread;  enlarged  confiderably,  grew 
more  painful  at  Times  ;  and  the  exterior 
Tart  of  the  Bread;  was  dwelled,  red,  and 

inflamed. - A  W oraan,  who  was  judged 

to  have  fome  Skill  in  Surgery,  applied  a 
Cataplafm  of  Mallows  and  Milk  to  the 
whole  Bread;,  and  brought  the  inflamed 
Part  to  Suppuration.  The  Abfcefs  broke 
oi  itfelf,  and  difcharged  near  a  Pint  of  a 
thinnifh,  green  coloured,  ill-digefted  Mat¬ 
ter.  —  This  Bread:  never  was  drawn,  but 

the  Child  fucked  heartily  of  the  other. - - 

A  Month  after  fhe  was  brought  to  Bed, 
on  Oflober  24,  1746,  I  was  defired  to  at¬ 
tend  her.  — ; —  I  found  her  fitting  in  a 
Chair,  much  dejected  with  the  Suppofition 
that  her  Bread  mud  be  amputated.  She 
had  a  dnall  equal  Pulfe,  her  Skin  felt  dry, 
the  Tongue  was  white  and  moid,  fhe  was 
thirdy,  but  had  no  Appetite  to  any  folid 
Food,  her  chief  Diet  being  thin  Milk-broth. 
—  I  removed  a  great  many  linen  Cloths, 
wet  with  a  thin  Gleet,  and  a  Pledget  of 
black  Bafilicon  from  an  Ulcer  on  the  ex¬ 
terior  Part  of  the  Bread,  the  Orifice  of 
which  would  admit  three  or  four  Fingers : 

There 
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There  were  feveral  other  Holes,  which  the 
Matter  had  made  thro’  the  Skin,  that  com¬ 
municated  with  each  other,  and  with  the 

large  one  above. - 1  pafs’d  my  Probe 

into  a  Sinus ,  that  went  from  the  lowed;  of 
the  fmall  Holes  or  Orifices  to  the  inferior 
interior  Part  of  the  Bread,  under  a  hard 
unequal  Tumor,  the  Bignefs  of  a  Pigeon’s 
Egg,  which  felt  loofe,  and  as  if  partly  fe- 
parated  from  the  Bread  by  the  Suppuration. 
All  the  Skin  on  the  under  Side  of  the  Bread 
was  flaccid,  like  an  empty  Bag ;  had  a 
mortified  Appearance,  and,  on  Preflu  re, 
about  two  Ounces  of  a  fetid  watry  Sanies 
was  difcharged  thro’  the  fmall  Orifices  in 
the  Skin.  • —  Some  of  the  perfectly  morti¬ 
fied  Cutis  was  cut  ofl'  with  my  Sciflars, 
without  the  Lofs  of  any  Blood,  by  which 
Means,  all  the  fmall  Holes  were  reduced 

to  one. - The  Flefh  underneath  looked 

of  a  darkifh  red  Colour. - The  Lips  of 

the  large  fuperior  Ulcer,  were  thick,  red, 
and  inflamed.  The  Bread  feemed  to  have 
no  Milk  in  it,  was  fomewhat  lefs  than  the 
other,  and  the  fuperior  Part  of  it  was  of 
its  natural  Complexion. 

The  Teguments  on  the  Tumor  were  of 
the  natural  Colour  of  the  found  Skin,  but 
had  feveral  fmall  varicous  Veins,  which, 
fhe  faid,  had  been  a  great  deal  larger,  but 
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fince  the  Suppuration  were  much  fubfidecL 
—  She  complained  of  frequent  pricking 
Pains  in  the  Tumor,  which,  for  fome 
Nights  paft,  had  kept  her  from  fleeping. 

The  ulcerated  Parts  were  fomented  with 
a  ftrong  Infufion  of  Fol.  Abfinth.  com.  Flor. 
Chamameli ,  £2?  Centaur,  min.  in  Aq.  bullient. 

• —  I  drefs’d  them  up  with  foft  Doffils  of 
Lint  dipt  in  Liniment.  Arcai  fart.  ij.  Bal- 
fam.  Co.pivi  £2?  Tereb.  Venet.  ad  fart.j.  gently 
melted  together  ^  and  over  all  a  Cataplafm 
made  with  a  ftrong  Deco&ion  of  Lig. 
Guaic.  *  and  Oat- meal -flour,  with  a  fmail 
Quantity  of  Acet.  Vini  alb.  and  01.  Rofar, 
■ —  But  before  the  Application  of  the  Poul¬ 
tice,  the  Tumor,  in  the  interior  Part  of  the 
Prsaft,  was  covered  with  Ung.  de  Minia 
camphor,  fpread  upon  fine  Cloth. 

An  emollient  Clyfter  was  injedted,  on 
account  of  her  not  having  had  a  Stool  for 
a  Week  paft  ;  and  Hie  took  a  few  Spoon¬ 
fuls  of  a  cordial  Julep  4 ta  quaque  hord. 

The  25th,  in  the  Morning  fhe  thought 
herfelf  better,  the  Breaft  being  a  little 
eafier :  The  Clyfter  gave  her  two  Motions 
in  the  Night. 

The  26th  and  27th  fire  continued  much 
the  fame  ;  about  two  Ounces  of  a  watry 

*  Vide  Med,  Effays,  Vol.  v.  Art .  ix. 


Sanies 


(  1 17  ) 

Sanies  being  fqueezed  out  from  the  Breaft 
at  every  Dreffing. 

On  the  2§th  there  was  little  Alteration  : 
But  her  left  Breafl  had  been  very  uneafy  all 
the  laft  Night ;  it  looked  red,  and  inflamed 
in  the  inferior  interior  Part ;  and  the  next 
Day,  after  the  Application  of  a  fuppurative 
Cataplafm,  there  appeared  a  pretty  large 
circumferibed  Tumor,  which,  in  a  few 
Days,  came  to  Suppuration ;  when,  with 
my  Lancet,  I  difcharged  about  three  Ounces 
of  Pus  laudabile.  —  The  Milk  daily  lef- 
fening,  fhe  was  obliged  to  wean  the  Child, 
and  the  Breaft  was  healed  in  ten  Days  after, 
by  the  ordinary  Means  ufed  in  fuch 
Cafes. 

The  fame  Method  of  Dreffing  and  Ap¬ 
plications  to  the  right  Breaft,  were  con¬ 
tinued  ’till  the  31ft,  when  the  Lips  of  the 
fuperior  Ulcer  were  grown  thinner,  lefs  in¬ 
flamed,  and  difcharged  good  Matter :  The 
Skin  on  the  inferior  Ulcer,  from  whence  I 
had  cut  off  that  which  was  mortified,  began 
likewife  to  fliew  Signs  of  Digeftion,  by  fe- 
parating  all  the  difeafed  Part  from  the 
found,  which  looked  like  an  Efchar ,  made 
with  a  Caufiic ,  quite  round  the  Sore. 

There  was  daily  an  Ounce  of  ichorous 
Matter  preffed  out  of  the  Sinus,  that  ran 
under  the  fchirrous  Knot. 
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The  Ufe  of  the  fame  Drefilngs  was  con¬ 
tinued  ’till  the  5  th  of  November ,  when  the 
Cataplafm  was  omitted ;  both  Sores  dis¬ 
charging  good  Taj  ;  but  an  ill- condition’d 
Matter  ftill  flow’d  from  the  Sinus  upon 
Prefiiire. 

The  Varices  in  the  Teguments  were  al- 
moft  gone,  but  the  Tumor  ftill  retained  its 
Size  and  Hardnefs,  tho’  it  was  not  quite  fo 
painful. 

Her  Thirft  was  abated.  Tongue  clean, 
the  Urine  depofited  a  laudable  Sediment  j 
which  it  had  not  done  before  •,  having  thro* 
the  Courfe  of  the  Diftemper  been  turbid  ; 
her  Pulfe  was  more  full  and  free  •,  but  the 
Coftivenefs  ftill  remaining,  I  order’d  her 
daily  to  take  a  Knife’s  Point-full  of  a  laxa¬ 
tive  Electuary. 

Her  Diet  was  all  along  fmall  Chicken 
and  Milk-Broth,  with  a  moderate  Ufe  of 
White-Wine  Whey.  —  Her  Fears  ftill  con¬ 
tinuing  concerning  what  might  be  the  Con- 
fequence  of  the  fchirrous  Knot  after  the 
Breaft  fhould  be  healed  ;  I  propofed  the 
Extirpation  of  the  Tumor,  which  fhe 
agreed  to  ;  and  according,  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing,  I  differed  it  out,  with  a  fmall  Portion 
of  the  circumjacent  found  Flefh  which  ad¬ 
hered  to  the  Tumor,  left  I  fhould  leave  any 
difeafed  Gland  or  Part  behind,  which  might 

be 
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be  the  Occalion  of  future  Trouble.  The 
Branch  of  an  Artery  bled  pretty  freely,  but 
was  flopp’d  with  a  Ligature  :  The  Wound 
was  drefs’d  with  dry  Lint,  and  a  Pledget 
of  the  aforefaid  Digeftive  ;  and  over  thefe 
a  Plaifter  of  Ung.  de  Minio  camphor,  which 
were  fecured  from  coming  off  by  a  mode-, 
rate  loofe  Bandage.  By  means  of  this  Ope¬ 
ration  the  Sinus,  from  whence  the  Sanies 
daily  iflued,  was  laid  open,  fo  that  I  drefs’d 
to  the  Bottom  of  it.  November  the  10th 
the  Applications  were  removed,  and  the 
Wound  appeared  with  a  tolerable  Afpeft. 
It  was  fomented,  and  drefs’d  with  Doffils 
of  Lint  dipt  in  the  fame  foft  Digeftive 
warm’d  over  the  Fire,  with  the  Addition 
of  a  little  Mercur.  pracip.  rub.  on  Account 
of  the  Bottom  of  the  Wound  looking  a 
little  fordid :  The  other  Sores  began  to 
incarn  apace. 

The  nth  and  nth  there  was  little  Al¬ 
teration  :  The  Dreffings  the  fame. 

The  13th  the  Wound  digefted  good 
Matter,  and  was  grown  clean :  It  was 
drefs’d  with  dry  Lint ;  the  reft  as  before. 

At  proper  Intervals  fhe  took,  ad  horam 
fomni ,  Pills  of  Mercur.  duicis ,  which  were 
work’d  off  the  following  Mornings  with 
lenient  Cathartics. 
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The  fame  Method  of  Dreffing  was  con¬ 
tinued  ’till  the  30th  of  December  following, 
when  the  Bread;  was  compleatly  cica¬ 
trized. 

She  has  not  been  over-cautious  in  her 
Diet  fince  her  Illnefs  •,  has  had  another 
Child;  and,  in  the  Year  1751,  went  thro’ 
much  Grief  and  Fatigue  for  the  Lofs  of 
her  Hufband  :  But  notwithftanding,  con¬ 
tinues  free  from  any  of  her  former  Com¬ 
plaints. 

OBSERVATION  XIII. 

In  April  1746,  a  Woman,  (of  the  Parifh 
of  Cheflon ,  pad:  the  Time  of  Life  for  her 
natural  Evacuations,  of  a  pretty  healthy 
Conftitution,  except  now  and  then  troubled 
with  a  Pain  in  her  Stomach,  which  fre¬ 
quently  went  off  with  a  Diarrhea,)  fhew’d 
me  her  right  Bread:,  in  the  interior  inferior 
Side  of  which,  was  a  hard  moveable  Knot 
the  Bignefs  of  a  Walnut :  The  cutaneous 
Veins  *  were  inclining  to  be  varicous,  and 
the  Teguments  look’d  red,  about  the 
Breadth  of  a  crown  Piece  over  the  Tumor, 
or  rather  a  little  on  one  Side  of  it.  She 

*  The  cutaneous  Veins  in  both  her  Breafls  were 
not  much  larger  than  is  common  in  moil  Women. 
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* 

was  the  Mother  of  feveral  Children,  and 
in  her  lad:  two  Lyings-in,  this  Part  of  her 
Bread:  had  been  much  dwell’d  and  trouble- 
fome  to  her. — But  Ihe  did  not  perceive 
any  Knot  ’till  about  a  Twelvemonth  agone  ; 
it  having  been  that  Time,  as  fhe  faid,  gra¬ 
dually  encreafing  to  the  prefent  Size.  Since 
the  Appearance  of  the  Knot,  fhe  had  a 
kind  of  Numbnefs  in  that  Side  of  her  Bread:, 
and  lately  pricking  Pains,  as  fhe  term’d 
them,  as  if  Pins  were  thrud:  into  the  Tu¬ 
mor. 

The  Morning  before  I  faw  the  Bread:, 
fhe  had  pulled  off  a  gummous  Plaifter, 
which  fhe  had  been  advifed  to  apply  to 
bring  the  Tumor  to  Suppuration  ;  but  it 
making  the  Tumor  fo  extremely  uneafy, 
die  was  determined  to  leave  it  off.  I  or¬ 
der’d  her  to  be  immediately  bled  ;  to  purge 
with  Sal  Mirab.  Glaub.  didolved  in  Cheele- 
Whey  •,  and  to  apply  a  cooling  Lotion  of 
Aq.  Rofar.  and  Acet.  Litharg.  to  prevent  the 
encreafing  Inflammation  of  the  Skin :  I 
likewife  advifed  her  to  a  low  Diet.  Thefe 
Remedies  had  fo  good  an  Effedt,  that  in 
two  Months  after,  when  I  law  her  again, 
there  was  no  Inflammation  on  the  Bread: ; 
the  Varices  were  much  lefs,  and  die  com¬ 
plained  of  little  or  no  Pain  ;  but  the  Tu  • 
mor  continued  its  former  Size. 
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The  Michaelmas  following.  Bleeding  and 
Purging  were  repeated,  altho’  the  Bread: 
continued  in  the  fame  State. 

In  May  1 74 7,  the  Tumor  began  to  grow 
painful  again,  fhe  having  ufed  hard  Exer- 
cife,  and  being  poor,  was  unwilling  to 
trouble  me  a  fecondTime,  becaufe  what  I 
had  done  for  her  before  was  gratis.  She 
therefore,  for  a  few  Days,  try  d  the  Eftedls 
of  a  Cataplafm  of  fome  emollient  Herbs ; 
but  the  Tumor  enlarging,  and  growing 
more  painful,  fhe  came  to  me.  The  fcbir- 
rous  Knot  was  now  encreafed  to  the  Size 
of  a  Pullet’s  Egg;  the  cutaneous  Veins 
were  a°-ain  grown  more  varicous,  and  the 
common  Teguments  of  all  the  inferior  in¬ 
terior  Side  of  the  Bread:  were  much  dwelled 
and  inflamed.  —  Bleeding  was  repeated 
twice,  and  Purging  three  or  foui  Times  ; 
the  Lotion  before  prefcribed  was  ufed  again ; 
raid  her  common  Food  was  Milk  andCheefe- 
Whey.  Thefe  Things  eafed  the  Pains,  took 
off  the  Inflammation,  and  leffen’d  the  va¬ 
ricous  Veins  ;  but  the  Tumor  remained 
hard,  without  the  lead:  decreafmg  in  Size  ; 
nav,  1  .er  thought  it  grew  bigger. 

}  then  propofed  Extirpation  to  her,  which 
flm  with  fome  I\elu£tancy  conlented  to. 
Accordinplv,  the  Operation  was  performed 
£  4  Banning  and  the  Bread: 
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was  completely  healed  by  the  latter  End  of 
the  following  June. 

I  extirpated  the  Tumor  with  a  little  of 
the  furrounding  found  Flefh,  which  together 
weighed  two  Ounces  and  a  half. 

The  Tumor  appeared  to  be  an  indurated 
flefhy  Subftance. 

A  Week  after  the  Operation,  I  put  her 
into  a  gentle  Salivation,  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  a  Fortnight ;  and  afterwards  (lie 
took  a  Deception  ot  Lign.  Guaic.  and  con¬ 
tinues  well  to  this  Day,  Dec.  x,  1752. 

Idie  Wound  was  healed  by  the  fimple 
Applications  of  dry  Lint  and  Digeftive. 

N.  B.  She  never  had  any  Pain  in  her 
Stomach  after  the  Diforder  appeared  in  her 
Bread. 

§  85.  Flaving  proceeded  thus  far,  my 
Reader  may,  perhaps,  think  I  have  been 
too  prolix  on  fome  Things,  while  I  have 
been  too  concife  in  others.  —  I  think  little 
has  been  faid  as  to  what  internal  Medicines 
are  mod  proper  in  Gales  where  we  propofe 
refolving  the  Tumors. 

If  we  confider  the  Nature  of  this  Di- 
ftemper,  (§23.  58.)  it  may  perhaps  be 
thought,  that  Mercury  bids  faireft  to  anfwer 
the  Intention  of  Refolution,  both  as  an  in¬ 
ternal  and  as  an  external  Medicine:—- . 

Mercury  certainly  does  leem  the  belt  cal- 
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eulated  for  this  Purpofe  ;  becaufe  it  a£ts  not 
immediately  upon  the  red  Blood,  but  upon 
the  ferous  and  lymphatic  Juices ;  therefore, 
if  applied  before  the  Veffels  have  loft  their 
organic  Force,  it  may  be  of  Service,  by 
§  25,  2 6,  27,  28. - But  if  given  after¬ 

wards,  it  may  prove  of  the  molt  pernicious 
Confequence. 

It  may  be  afked,  by  the  young  Surgeon, 
How  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  Mercury  is  of 
fuch  falutary  Effe&s,  after  the  Operation, 
altho’  fo  hurtful  before,  (§  38.)  unlefs  while 
the  Tumor  is  in  a  State  capable  of  being 
refolved  *,  and  that  even  in  the  laft  Cafe, 
it  is  better  not  to  give  it  fo  as  to  raife  a 
Salivation  ?  I  anfwer,  that  whenever  a  can¬ 
cerous  Tumor  is  too  far  advanced  to  be  re¬ 
folved,  it  has  been  found  by  Experience, 
that  every  Thing  which  encreafes  the  Mo¬ 
mentum  and  Velocity  of  the  Blood,  is  inju¬ 
rious  •,  on  which  Account  the  mod  fkilful 
Phyficians  and  Surgeons  do  always  caution 
their  Patients,  labouring  with  Cancers^  againft 
all  Kinds  of  Exercife,  that  may  occafion 
too  brifk  a  Circulation.  —  ‘  Hence,  fays 
«  the  incenious  Van  Swieten ,  *  the  public 
<  Charity  can  never  be  better  bellowed, 
‘  than  in  providing  for  thofe  unhappy 

*  Comment.  PageS 97.  Tom.  ift. 
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*  Women,  who  labouring  with  occult  Can- 

*  cel's,  are  neverthelels  obliged  to  get  their 
‘  Bread  by  hard  Work’.  — —  That  Mercury 
does  encreafe  the  Momentum  and  Velocity  of 
the  Blood,  we  are  convinced  a  pofteriori. 
Mercury  by  its  Gravity,  (which  exceeds  that 
of  the  Blood-globules  more  than  ten  Times 
in  Weight)  will,  when  mixed  with  the 
Biood,  greatly  increafe  its  impulfive  Force, 
by  which  Means  any  vifeid  Matter,  ob- 
ftrudfing  the  Glands  in  their  proper  Office, 
will,  .if  the  Glands  be  found)  be  moreeafily 
protruded,  or  forced  into  the  larger  Veffels, 
where  it  may  be  difpofed  ta  pafs  off  by 
fome  of  the  Outlets  :  But  if  the  fine  Vef¬ 
fels  of  the  Glands  have  loft  their  elaftic  or 
reftitutive  Forces,  .Mercury  produces  no  fa- 
lutary  Effects,  by  §26. — On  the  contrary, 
the  Humors  being  fuddenly,  and  violently 
thrown  upon  the  weaken’d  Glands,  the 
over-ftretched  Parts  muft  foon  give  Way, 
their  Conformation  be  deftroy’d,  the  Con- 
fequence  of  which  is  obvious.  —  Hence  we 
learn,  that  Mercury  given  after  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  fuppofing  fome  immediate  flightly 
affebted  Gland  left  behind,  capable  of  Re- 
folution ,  might  be  cured  by  a  gentle 
Salivation. 

§  86.  I  muft  take  Notice  here,  that  if 
Mercurius  emeticus  flavus ,  or  fuch  other 
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rough  Preparations  of  Mercury ,  have  ever 
done  Service  in  cancerous  Cafes,  it  muft 
have  been  whilft  the  Tumors  were  recent: 
But  thofe  who  have  prefcribed  fuch  Medi¬ 
cines,  not  duly  confidering  or  obferving 
the  State  of  the  Tumors  when  they  gave 
them,  and  having  by  Chance,  perhaps,  ob~ 
ferved  that  they  really  did  good  fometimes, 
have  therefore  indifcriminately  recom¬ 
mended  them  in  every  Cafe  •,  fo  that  fome 
of  thofe  who  have  followed  their  Direction, 
finding  in  general  the  bad  Effefts  of  them, 
not  having,  ’tis  likely,  ever  had  a  proper 
Subject  to  work  upon  (as  is  frequently  the 
Cafe)  have  therefore  been  the  Reafon  ot 
their  being  univerfally  condemned  in  every 
Stage  of  the  Diftemper. 

§  87.  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  fay  how 
far  the  rougher  Preparations  of  Mercury 
may  be  of  Service  in  revolving  cancerous 
Tumors,  having  never  ufed  any  of  them 
for  that  Intention.  —  At  prefent,  I  Ihould 
rather  recommend  the  crude  Mercury ,  made 
into  Pills  with  a  little  Rhubarb.  S.  A.  One 
of  thefe  Pills  may  contain  about  ten  Grains 
of  Mercury,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Patient.  — Give  one  of 
thefe  Pills  every,  or  every  other  Night,  ad 
horam  fomniy  as  long  as  the  Patient  can 

bear  them,  avoiding  by  all  Means  a  Sali¬ 
vation  : 
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vation  :  To  prevent  which,  the  Patient 
may  be  purged  once  or  twice  in  a  Week 
with  a  littl t  Sal  Mirab.Glaub.  diffolved  in 
a  Pint  of  Cheefe-Whey,  if  the  Mercury 
Pills  do  not  work  themfelves  off  fufficiently. 
— The  Tumor  may  be  gently  rubbed  every 
Night  with  fome  Ung.  Mercuriale  *,  and 
afterwards  cover’d  with  a  Piece  of  foft 
Leather,  •  or  Flannel.  — -  Bleeding  may  be 
advifed  at  proper  Intervals*,  a  cooling  Diet, 
with  Milk,  &c.  efpecialiy  if  there  are  Signs 
of  Inflammation  :  But  a  perfect  Regularity 
of  all  the  Non-Naturals  ought  to  be  duly 
obferyed  in  every  Cafe. 

§  83.  If  the  Difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  arife 
from  the  Obftrudtion  of  any  natural  or  pre¬ 
ternatural  Evacuations,  as  whether  they  be 
the  Menfes ,  the  Hemorrhoids ,  or  the  fudden 
Healing  up  of  fome  habitual  Ulcer, 
thofe  Difcharges  ought  to  be  promoted 
again,  if  poffible,  Regard  being  had  to  the 
Difeafe  in  hand  :  If  an  Ulcer  has  been  dry’d 
up,  an  Iffue  may  fupply  its  Place,  and  is 
very  neceflary.  —  Such  artificial  Drains  are 
iikewife  very  falutary  at  that  Period  of  Life 
when  the  Catamenia  leave  the  Sex.  If  thofe 
habitual  Evacuations  return  again,  and  the 
Patient  enjoys  good  Health,  if  you  are  not 

*  Vide  Page  46,  of  this  EfTay, 
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lucky  enough  to  diffolve  or  difperfe  the 
J  urn  or,  you  may  then  with  Safety  extir¬ 
pate  it.  —  If  the  Tumor  has  been  of  feme 
Fime  Handing,  without  much  Pain,  its 
Growth  having  been  very  flow,  the  Opera¬ 
tion  is  then  very  likely  to  be  attended  with 
Succefs  j  even  though  the  Patient  fliould 
not  obierve  the  Regimen,  &c.  fo  punctu¬ 
ally  as  he  ought  to  do  after  the  Extirpation, 
* — ■  But  I  would  by  no  Means  advife  any 
Hazards  to  be  run  of  this  Kind,  left  the 
worft  fhould  follow. 

§  89.  We  ought,  in  all  fchirro- cancerous 
Tumors,  to  be  extremely  cautious  in  ap¬ 
plying  any  mercurial  and  gummous  Plaiftcr 
.  of  a  very  adhefive  Nature,  altho’  extolled 
.  with  the  Names  of  Difcutients  orRefoivents. 
—  One  Inftance  of  the  bad  Effects  of  them, 
which  lately  fell  under  my  Infpedrion,  I 
/hall  prefent  the  Reader  with,  as  follows. 

OBSERVATION  XIV. 

A  middle-aged  Woman,  (the  Mother  of 
feveral  Children,  fubjedt  to  nervous  Com¬ 
plaints,  and  a  little  addidted  to  the  Drink¬ 
ing  of  fpirjtuous  Liquors)  in  her  laft  Lying- 
in,  obferved  the  Nipple  of  her  right  Breaft 
a  little  tuck’d  in,  with  a  Knot  near  it,  and 
another  lower  in  the  inferior  Part  of  the 

Breaft. 
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Breaft.—  She  was  advifed  not  to  fuckle  the 
Child  at  that  Breaft;  and  accordingly, 
fimple  Diachylon  Plaifters  were  applied  to 
dry  up  the  Milk.  Soon  after  the  Nipple 
of  the  other  Breaft  excoriated  •,  upon  which 
fhe  weaned  the  Infant,  and  dry’d  up  the 
Milk  in  that  Breaft  likewife.  Two  Months 
after  her  Lying-in  fhe  menftruated,  but 
not  fo  much  as  common  ;  the  Knots  in  her 
right  Breaft  grew  uneafy  with  pricking 
darting  Pains.  She  then  applied  to  a  Prac¬ 
titioner,  who  covered  all  the  Breaft  with  a 
mercurial  gummous  Plaifter bled,  and 
purged  her  once  afterwards,  with  Pah .  Ja- 
lapii  and  Crem.  Partar .  A  Week  after  the 
Application  of  the  Plaifter,  the  Tumors 
began  to  grow  more  painful,  and  the  whole 
Breaft  troubled  her  with  a  continual  Itching, 
She  then  came  to  me.  I  removed  the 
Plaifter,  and  found  the  Breaft  full  of  red 
Pimples,  excoriated,  in  feme  Parts,  the 
Breadth  of  a  Six-pence,  the  under  Side  red, 
fwelled,  and  inflamed  ;  the  Knot  near  the 
Nipple,  unequal,  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Wal¬ 
nut,  but  not  very  hard  ;  the  Tumor  below, 
felt  like  that  above,  as  to  the  Induration 
and  Ineo^iality  of  it,  but  it  was  larger  and 
more  fixed  in  the  Breaft  than  the  fupericr 
one.,  I  covered  all  the  excoriated  Places 
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with  Ung.  alb.  camphor,  fpread  upon  fine 
Cloth  ;  and  order’d  her  frequently  to  apply 
in  the  Day-time,  to  the.  inflamed  Part  of 
the  Breaft,  a  Lotion  of  Acet.  com.  part.  j. 
Aq.  Rofar.  alb.  part.  iv.  with  a  few  Grains 
of  Sacchar.  fatur.  juft  warm  with  linen 
Cloths,  and  to  let  them  lay  ’till  near  dry, 
before  fhe  renewed  them. 

I  bled  her  to  the  Quantity  of  ten  Ounces, 
and  prefcribed  her  the  following  Internals. 

R  Mercur.  dulcis  gr.  v.  Conferv.  Rofar . 
rubr.  q.  s.  f.  Bolus ,  hora  fomni  fumen- 
dus ,  eras  mane  haujl.  fequent.  capiat. 

R  Sal.  mirab.  Glaub.  ver.  \  j.  Manna  opt. 
%fs.  dijfolvantur  in  Aq.  font.  %iv.  cola. 

Thefe  Medicines  were  repeated  twice  in 
a  Week,  for  a  Fortnight,  when  the  Tumors 
grew  rather  lefs,  the  Pains  quite  gone,  and 
the  Breaft  was  reftored  to  its  natural  Com¬ 
plexion.  —  I  prefcribed  her  a  cooling  Diet, 
but  Ihe  did  not  obferve  my  Directions  fo 
well  as  fhe  Ihould  have  done  ;  only  in  the 
Room  of  Brandy,  which  fometimes  Ihe 
mixed  with  a  little  Water,  and  drank  at 
her  Meals,  fhe  now  condefcended  to 
drink  White-Wine  and  Water.  The  Tu¬ 
mors  remain  ftill  in  her  Breaft  for  ought 
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I  know,  having  heard  nothing  from  her 
lately  *. 

§  90.  In  Cafes  where  the  Surgeon  is  not 
applied  to  ’till  the  Difeafe  is  far  advanced, 
and  he  fufpedls  fuch  Parts  affedted  as  can¬ 
not  be  eafily  extirpated,  he  is  then  by  no 
Means  to  undertake  the  Operation,  unlefs 
by  the  politive  Command  of  the  Patient, 
who  ought  to  have  the  Danger  of  a  Re- 
laple  fairly  explained  to  him,  by  §  12. 

Plere  the  palliative  Method  fhould  be 
recommended,  under  the  Advice  of  fome 
prudent  Phyfician,  if  the  Patient’s  Circum- 
ftances  will  admit  of  it.  —  Sed  ubi  res  funt 
angujla  domi ,  we  may,  if  the  Symptoms 
are  urgent,  prefcribe  frequent  vena- febiions*, 
cooling  Lotion  to  the  Parts  affedied,  of  Acet. 
Litharg.  diluted  with  Aq.  Rofar.  &c.  gentle 
Purgatives  of  Sal  Mirab.  Glaub.  Manna , 
Tamarind ,  Sena ,  Caffia ,  Magnefia  alba ,  and 
all  fuch  moderate  Laxatives  as  open  the 
Belly  without  railing  any  Commotion  in 
the  Blood  and  Juices.  —  If  the  Tumor  is 
ulcerated,  we  are  to  proceed  as  diredled  in 

%  49>  50 - . 

The  Diet  indicated  in  this  Diftemper, 

may  be  compofed  of  moft  cf  the  farinaceous 

Subftances,  as  Wheat,  Oats,  Rice,  efc.  we 

■  *  ’Tis  now  four  Years  fince  I  faw  her. 
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may  likewife  in  fome  Cafes,  allow  of  the 
lighter  Kinds  of  Animal  food  ;  fuch  as 
Chicken,  Turkey,  Veal,  and  Lamb  for 
Dinner ;  the  Breakfaft  and  Supper  may 
be  of  Milk,  or  fome  of  its  Preparations  ; 
Afles  Milk  drank  every  Morning  has  been 
found  of  great  Service  in  palliating  this 
Diftemper ;  where  there  is  great  Pain,  Ano¬ 
dynes  are  very  proper ;  good  fmall  Beer, 
or  fmall  Mead,  may  be  ufed  for  common 
Drink  at  Meals  :  There  are  many  Vege¬ 
tables  good  in  this  Difeale,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  obferved  in  §  38.  Thefe  in  general 
ought  to  be  of  the  foft  emollient  Kind  ; 
always  avoiding  thofe  of  an  acrid  Nature  •, 
as  Onions,  Garlick,  Leeks,  Horfe-radifh, 
Scurvy -grafs,  Brook- lime,.  Indian-cref- 
fes,  &c. 

§  91.  We  ought  always  to  order  fuch  a 
Diet,  &c.  as  may  oppofe  and  corredl  the 
known  Acrimony  of  the  Humors.  Thus, 
if  the  Patient  is  of  a  outrid  fcorbutic  Habit, 
joined  to  an  atrabiliary  Temperature,  all 
Kinds  of  Pulfe  and  Grain,  with  folt  Garden 
Fruits  and  Herbs,  are  proper*,  fuch  as 
Strawberries,  Barberries,  Cherries,  Oranges, 
Sorrel,  &c.  |idd  to  thefe  the  four  greater 
cold  Seeds,  Whey,  Butter-Milk,  thin  De- 
coftions  of  the  Shavings  of  Harts-horn, 
Honey,  16  c.  But  if  an  atrabiliary,  or  me¬ 
lancholy 
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lancholy  Temperature  of  the  Juices  chiefly 
predominates,  the  following  Hydremel , 
joined  with  fuch  a  Diet  as  is  mentioned  in 
§  90.  will  be  of  very  great  Benefit. 

5  1  *  ■'  '■ 

5  l  i  v  J  *  .  ) 

R  Scob.  Lign.  Cuaiaci  1 by}.  Radicum 
Bar  dan#  lb/.  jp<?4  Verbafci  M.  vj» 
mifce. 

Put  thefe  Ingredients  into  a  Kettle,  with 
one  Pound  of  fton’d  Raifins,  and  four 
Pounds  of  Honey  ;  meafure  to  them  four 
Gallons  of  foft  running  Spring- Water ;  ftir 
them  well  together,  and  take  the  Depth  of 
the  Liquor  by  a  Notch  in  a  Stick  •,  then 
put  into  the  Kettle  two  Gallons  more  of 
Water,  and  with  a  gentle  Fire,  boil  the 
Liquor  down  to  four  Gallons,  that  is,  to 
the  Mark  in  the  Stick :  Pour  ©if  the  Liquor 
from  the  Ingredients,  whilft  hot,  gently 
fqueezing  them  with  your  Hand  :  When 
it  is  cool  enough,  work  it  up  with,  a  little 
Yeaft,  as  you  would  do  Ale. 

In  the  mean  Time  hang  into  a  proper 
Vefiel,  in  a  Bag  with  a  Stone  in  it  to  fink 
it,  the  following  Ingredients : 

R  Flor.  recentium  Tapa-veris  erratici  1 hi?. 
velVbiij.  Cortici  fajfafras  Vbfs.  Uvarum 
pajjarum  grants  exempts  %j.  mifce. 

Tun 
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Tun  the  Liquor  to  the  Bag:  What  works 
over  that  is  thin,  pour  back  into  the  Veflel ; 
and  when  it  has  done  working,  draw  the 
Bag  up  a  Hand’s  Breadth  from  the  Bottom, 
and  pour  into  it  a  Pint,  (Wine  Meafure) 
of  Vinum  Antimoniale.  —  Bung  it  clofe,  and 
in  a  Week,  or  ten  Days  after,  you  may 
broach  and  draw  it  into  Bottles.  —  Let  the 
Patient  take  of  this  Drink,  a  Quarter  of  a 
Pint,  three  or  four  Times  in  a  Day,  be¬ 
tween  Meals. 

I  make  the  Vinum  Antimoniale  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Manner. 

R  Vitri  Antimonii  pulv.  %  fs .  Vint  albi 
Vbifs.  Macerentur  fine  calore ,  &  per 
chartam  coletur. 

N.  B.  In  the  Winter-time  I  always  ufe 
the  dry’d  Flowers  of  wild  Poppies  •,  a  Pound 

then  generally  ferves  me. - 1  have  found 

the  Ufe  of  the  preceding  Hydromel ,  not 
only  ferviceable  in  Cancers  actually  formed, 
but  likewife  have  experienced  the  good  Ef- 
feffs  of  it  in  Women  at  that  Period  of  Life 
when  their  natural  Evacuations  are  about, 
or  have  left  them. — I  have  great  Reafon  to 
believe,  that,  by  the  Ufe  of  it,  along  with 
gentle  mercurial  Purgatives,  a  proper  Diet, 
with  an  Iffue  in  each  Leg,  I  have  prevented 

Cancers ; 
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Cancers  at  lead,  I  am  fure,  I  have  pre¬ 
ferred  them  otherwife  in  Health.  —  I  have 
fometimes  made  the  Hydromel  itfelf  a  gentle 
Purgative  by  the  Addition  of  a  little  Sena  : 
Tho’  in  fome  Conftitutions,  it  will  always 
prove  fo  by  virtue  only  of  the  Vin.  antimon. 
I  have  fometimes  made  the  antimonial  Wine 
with  the  Crocus  Metallorum. 

§92.  In  §82,  we  have  faid,  that  the 
Caufe  of  a  Cancer  ought  rather  to  be  re¬ 
moved  before  the  Tumor  is  extirpated.  — 
‘  But’,  as  the  ingenious  Van  Swieten  ob- 
ferves,  *  ‘  The  Severity  of  the  Difeale 
‘  often  urges,  and  will  give  no  Time  of 

*  correcting  the  known  Acrimony  of  the 

*  Comment.^,  902.  e  Verum  frepe  urget  mail  a - 
4  trocitas,  neque  datur  tempus  corrigendi  cognitam  hu - 
<  morum  acrimonium  ante  extirpationem ,  cum  metus  Jit , 

4  ne  ulcer  at  us  cancer  *vicina  inficiat  loca ,  *vel  malign  as 
4  radices  in  prof undum  dimitt  at  ^ ficque  impojjibiletn  extir - 

*  pationem  reddai  :  unde  tunc  prcefat ,  fiatim  cancru?n 
4  refcindere  iff  deinde  idoneo  <vi£tu,  debitifque  remediit , 

*  cognitam  humorum  cacochymicam  emendare. 

6  Funejlam  adeo  prognofim  cancri  dedit  Celfus,  ut  folam 

*  fere  cur  am  palliati^vam  admiferit .  Excifum  enim  can - 
4  crum  tamen  reaver ti  iff  occidere  dixit.  Innumeris  autem 
4  obfer<vatiGnibus  confiat ,  cancrum ,  fi  totus  fimul  iff  fe- 
4  mel  cum  omni  fua  radice  tollatur,  tuto  extirpari ,  iff 

*  abfque  red  din;  a  •f  :  Ubi  *vero  <vel  minima  ejus  par  ticu- 
4  la  relinquitur,  tunc  malignius  repullulaf . 

f  Hi l dan.  Obferv.  Chirnrg.  Cent.  3.  Obferv.  87. 

Hu* 
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*  Humors  before  Extirpation,  fince  there 
‘  might  be  Fear  left  the  ulcerated  Cancer 

*  Ihould  infedfc  the  adjacent  Parts,  or  fix 

*  its  malignant  Roots  more  deeply,  fo  as 

*  to;  render  the  Extirpation  impofiible : 

*  Hence  then  in  fuch  Cafes,  it  is  beft  to 
4  extirpate  the  Cancer  immediately,  and  af- 
4  terwards  to  mend  the  known  vitiated 
4  State  of  the  Humors,  by  proper  Diet  and 

*  Remedies.  (Vide  §  83,  of  this  Efiay.) 

4  Ce[  us ,  continues  Van  Swieien ,  has  given 
‘  us  fo  fevere  a  Prognofis  of  a  Cancer ,  that 
4  he  admits  it  to  be  capable  of  little  more 
4  than  a  palliative  Cure.  —  For  he  has  faid; 

4  That  if  the  Cancer  is  extirpated,  it  never*- 
4  thelefs  returns,  and  kills  the  Patient. 

4  (See  §  4  of  this  Effay.)  But  it  appears 
4  from  innumerable  Obfervations,  that  if 
4  the  Cancer  is  totally  taken  away  altogether 
4  at  once,  with  its  Roots  it  may  be  fafely 
4  extirpated  without  Danger  of  a  Relapfe: 

4  But  if  the  leaft  Part  of  it  is  left  behind, 

4  the  Difeafe  returns  then  with  more  Ma: 

4  Jignancy  than  at  firft.E  . 

§  93.  Having  thus  far  removed,  I  hope* 
fome  of  the  principal  Objedlions  to  the 
Operation,  there  remains  one  ftill,  and  that 
the  Reader  will  fay,,  perhaps,  is  no  inconr 
fiderable  one;  1  mean,  of  judging  in  the 
Extirpation  of  the  Tumor  when  we  have 

GC1p“ 
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certainly  eradicated  all  the  difeafed  Part  % 
for  chiefly  on  that  depends  the  fuccefsful 
Event,  If  the  Cancer  is  in  the  Breaft,  we 
have  no  exadt  Criterion  to  lead  us  when  to 
be  truly  fatisfied  of  it ;  tho’  our  Eyes,  and 
the  Feeling  of  the  Parts,  will,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  diredt  us  :  But  if  the  Tumor  is 
feated  in  the  Lip,  a  Remark  made  by  the 
celebrated  IVL  Le  Dran ,  *  is  a  good  Guide 
for  us.  —  I  fhall  give  my  Reader  what  he 
fays  in  his  own  Words. 

4  In  the  Number  of  cancerous  Tumors, 
*  fays  he,  that  have  been  under  my  Care,  I 
4  have  feen  feveral  where  the  Colour  of  the 
4  internal  Skin  of  the  Lip  has  been  changed* 
4  above  an  Inch  round  the  Circumference 
4  of  the  Tumor,  and  the  Rednefs  of  that 
4  Skin  more  vivid  than  in  other  Parts. 
4  This  Alteration  of  Colour  is  a  certain 
4  Proof,  that  the  Glands  underneath  are 
4  affedted,  altho5  the  Obftrudtion  does  not 
4  appear  by  their  Swelling.  When  this 
6  happens,  it  is  requifite  to  take  off  that 
€  Part  of  the  Lip  ;  for  want  of  doing  which 
4  the  Tumor  would  certainly  return. 
4  Suppofe  even  that  the  whole  Skin  fhould 
4  appear  in  its  natural  Colour,  we  muft  not 
c  be  contented  with  extirpating  the  Tumor 


*  Qbferv.  in  Surgery,  f,  42. 
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8  only,  but  alfo  fake  off  a  Part  of  that 
‘  which  is  found.  As  the  Skin  yields  fuffi- 
*  ciently  to  make  Room  for  a  Suture ,  it  is 
‘  better  to  facrifice  a  fmall  Part  of  the  Up 
4  on  each  Side  the  Tumor,  than  to  leave 
4  any  obftrudted  Glands  behind,  which  may 
4  form  another  hereafter’. 

OBSERVATION  XV. 

Fie  then  proceeds,  and  gives  us  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  cancerous  Tumor  in  the  Lip,  of 
the  Bignefs  of  a  fmall  Melon,  which  hung 
to  the  l'uperior  Part  of  the  Sternum ,  and 
covered  the  lower  Part  of  the  Face,  in  fuch 
a  Manner,  that  the  Patient  was  obliged  to 
raife  it,  when  he  wanted  to  put  any  1  ood 
into  his  Mouth. 

The  upper  Part  of  the  Tumor  adhered 
to  the  Gums  along  the  Border  of  the  Teeth, 
and  to  the  Skin  covering  the  Extremity  of 
the  Cartilage  that  divides  the  two  Noftrils. 
It  pofleffed  the  whole  upper  Lip,  and  Part 
of  the  left  Cheek,  below  the  Procejfus  Zygo- 
maticus.  — This  Tumor  *  he  extirpated,  in 
the  Prefence  of  two  eminent  Surgeons,  and 
made  a  perfect  Cure  of  his  Patient.  A 
Fortnight  after  the  Operation,  he  fays,  the 

*  It  weighed  almoft  two  Pounds. 

Pa- 
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Patient  told  his  Pupils,  the  Tumor  had 
been  extirpated  before,  when  it  was  no 
bigger  than  a  Cherry  :  This  Account,  con¬ 
tinues  he,  made  me  apprehend  a  Return  of 
the  Diftemper  •,  but  it  never  happen’d. 

From  this  he  concludes,  that  only  Part 
of  the  Tumor  was  extirpated  in  the  firft 
Operation. 

OBSERVATION  XVI. 

Some  Years  ago,  a  Surgeon  (in  Norfolk) 
fire  wed  me  a  Patient,  about  forty  Years 
old,  from  whom  he  had  a  few  Months  be¬ 
fore  extirpated  a  cancerous  Tumor,  the 
Bignefs  of  a  Hafel-nut,  that  grew  upon  the 
Man’s  upper  Lip  on  the  left  Side.  —  When 
I  faw  him,  there  was  a  little  Fungus  thruft 
out  of  the  fuperior  Part  of  the  Cicatrix 
near  the  Noftril,  which  was  very  painful : 
The  external  Part  of  the  Lip  look’d  of  its 
natural  Complexion,  but  the  internal  Part, 
about  the  Breadth  of  a  Shilling,  appeared 
of  a  darkifli  red  Colour. - This  imme¬ 

diately  brought  to  my  Remembrance  the 
Obfervation  of  Le  Dr  an.  The  Wound 

never  had  been  completely  cicatrized,  but 
remained  for  fome  Weeks  (tho’  not  at  all 
troublefome)  with  a  Scab  upon  the  Place 
where  tire  Fungus  grew  out  :  After  the  Ap¬ 
pearance 
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pcarance  of  the  Fungus  it  grew  painful.  I 
called  the  Surgeon  a-fide,  and  told  him. 
My  Opinion  was,  that  home  of  the  Roots 
of  the  Cancer  had  not  been  extirpated  in  the 
Operation  •,  that  a  fmall  Part  of  the  L.ip, 
which  perhaps  then  might  to  outward  Ap¬ 
pearance  look  found,  ought  to  have  "been 
taken  away  with  the  Tumor,  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  a  Relapfe. - He  was  not  of  my 

Opinion,  but  laid,  it  would  have  been  a 
great  Piece  of  Imprudence  to  have  made 
fuch  a  large  Wound  on  the  Face,  as  he 
xnuft  have  done,  had  he  extirpated  fo  much 
of  the  Lip  as  I  mentioned  •,  and  that,  con- 
lequently,  he  muft  have  left  a  very  un- 
fightly  Scar :  For,  fays  he,  we  cannot  be 
too  careful  in  leaving  a  fufficient  Quantity 
of  Skin  after  all  Amputations,  to  make  a 
good  Cure,  and  to  prevent  Deformity.- — 
I  acquiefced  with  him,  that  this  Rule,  in¬ 
deed,  ought  always  to  be  obferved  as  much 
as  poffible  -,  but,  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  the 
Cancer  was  more  likely  to  occafion  a  much 
worfe  Deformity,  than  the  Lofs  of  that 
Portion  of  the  Lip  would  have  done.  — — — 
With  his  Leave,  I  recommended  to  the 
unhappy  Patient,  a  fecond  Tryal  to  eradi¬ 
cate  the  Diforder  by  Excifion,  and  the  Ufe 
of  a  Milk  Diet,  &c.  —  But  I  have  fince 
heard,  that  neither  the  Operation,  nor  the 

Method 
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Method  of  Living  I  prefcribed,  were  com¬ 
plied  with. — About  half  a  Year  afterwards, 

I  was  further  inform’d,  that  he  was  labouring 
with  all  the  terrible  Symptoms  of  an  ulce¬ 
rated  Cancer  and  fince  that,  I  have  been 
told,  he  is  dead. 

V  / 

REFLECTIONS. 

Might  not  this  Man,  very  probably, 
have  been  ftill  living,  had  he  been  ju- 
dicioufly  treated  ?  And  has  not  the  Igno¬ 
rance  of  Operators  been,  in  many  Cafes  of 
this  Kind,  the  Occafion  of  Relapfes  ;  which, 
in  a  great  Meafure,  has  brought  the  Ope¬ 
ration  into  Difrepute  ? 

§  94.  In  the  foregoing  Difcourfe,  I  have 
taken  little  or  no  Notice  of  Cancers  affedting 
the  Vifcera  •,  becaufe  fuch  more  immediately 
fall  under  the  Phyfician’s  than  the  Surgeon’s 
Care. —  For  I  do  not  intend  this  as  a  com¬ 
plete  Treatife  on  this  Difeafe  •,  but  only  to 
exprefs  my  own  Sentiments  on  fuch  Cafes 
as  are  chiefly  the  Objedts  of  chirurgical 
Operation,  and  the  Succefs  I  have  had  in 
thofe  Cafes  under  my  own  Direction. 

In  §  1 8,  we  have  faid,  that  a  Cancer  in 
the  Uterus  is  fcarcely  ever  cured  ;  to  which 
we  may  add  thofe  affedting  the  Podex :  But 

thefe 
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tiiefe  are  fometimes  to  be  palliated,  by- 
proper  Diet,  internal  Remedies,  and  In¬ 
jections.  —  I  had  a  remarkable  Cafe,  fome 
Time  a-gone,  of  a  Cancer  in  Uteroy  compli¬ 
cated  with  the  Lues  Venerea ,  which  I  fhall 
relate. 


OBSERVATION  XVII. 


In  the  Beginning  of  September,  1751,  a 
poor  Woman,  about  fifty  Years  old,  (of 
the  Parifh  of  Swelfing,  near  Saxmundham ) 
came  to  alls  my  Advice  concerning  a  Pain 
and  Difficulty  of  making  Urine ;  which 
fhe  faid,  had  been  gradually  coming  upon 
her,  for  more  than  a  Year  paft  •,  and  fhe 
believed  that  her  Hufband  had  given  her 
the  foul  Difeafe  ;  by  which  fine  meant  the 
Lues  Venerea.  I  found,  by  her  Difcourfe, 
that  her  Hufhand  had  given  her  a  Clap 
fome  Years  ago  ;  for  which  fire  had  been 
near  two  Months  under  the  Care  of  an  ig¬ 
norant  without  receiving  any  Benefit ; 

but  v  cured  by  the  ingenious  Dr. 

Cbpli  .  oxfand.'  I  could  not  find,  on 
her  firit  telling  .me  the  C  rlaints  which 
fl  n  hr  .  mder,  that  there  was  any 


I  was 


Rreafon  to  fufpedt  a  frefli  Infedfcion. 
at  fir  ft  fufpicious  of  the  Stone  •,  but  on 
fcarch,  felt  a  hard  Gland  in  the  Vagin 


ia  ■ 
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Uteri,  which  prefled  upon  the  Neck  of  the 
Bladder,  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  muft  confe- 
quently  fupprefs  the  Urine.  —  The  Uterus 
itfelf  feem’d  enlarged,  attended  with  darting 
Pains,  and  felt  quite  fixed  and  immoveable 
in  the  Pelvis  *,  its  Mouth  would  admit  my 
Finger,  fiom  whence  iflued  an  intolerable 
fetid,  bloody,  Difcharge and  this  con¬ 
vinced  me  it  was  a  Cancer.  I  pafled  the 
Cathether,  and  let  oft'  near  a  Pint  of  Urine, 
but  felt  nothing  in  the  Bladder.  She  had 
not  admitted  of  her  Hufband’s  Embraces 
for  near  four  Months  paft  •,  fuch  Converfe 
being  attended  with  great  Pain  :  But  ftill, 
fhe  faid,  fhe  was  fure  he  had  again  given 
her  the  foul  Difeafe,  the  laftTime  he  had 
to  do  with  her.  I  afk’d  why  fhe  thought 
fo  ;  fhe  faid,  that  a  few  Days  after  he  had 
laid  with  her,  fhe  had  more  Smart  in 
making  Urine  than  ufual ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time  began  to  have  a  Difcharge  like  the 
"Whites,  as  the  good  Women  call  th eFluor 
albus :  That  he  himfelf  made  Complaints 
when  he  made  Water,  and  was  daily  taking 
of  Pills,  and  obliged  her  to  take  fome  with 
him  ;  which,  fhe  faid,  had  made  her  much 
worfe ;  but  fince  fhe  had  took  fome  purging 
Phyfic,  that  fhe  believed  was  of  Service  to 
her.  I  then  examined  the  Labia  pudendi , 
and  found  feveral  fordid  Ulcers,  fome  of 

them 
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them  covered  with  a  yellow  Scab,  and 
very  painful  j  having  greatly  the  Afpect  of 
the  Lues  Venerea. — I  was  unwilling  to  dif- 
courage  her  with  my  Thoughts  on  her  un¬ 
happy  Cafe  but  I  informed  her  Brother, 
(who  came  to  my  Houfe  with  her)  that  I 
doubted  no  more  than  a  palliative  Cure  was 
to  be  expedbed ;  and  that  1  believed  (he 
would  not  live  long  *,  for  fhe  feemed  in¬ 
clined  to  a  hedbic  Fever. — Of  this  I  in¬ 
formed  the  Parifh  Officers,  of  the  Village 
to  which  fhe  belonged  ;  who  neverthelefs 
agreed  with  her  Brother  to  leave  her  at 
Halefworth  under  my  Care. — Accordingly 
fhe  was  lodged  near  me,  on  September  the 
12th,  1751. 

I  began  palliating  her  Difeafe  by  mode¬ 
rate  Dofes  of  Mercur.  dulcis  given  over 
Night,  every  three  or  four  Days,  purging 
them  off  the  following  Mornings,  with  a 
little  Rad.  Rhabar  :  and  on  the  interme¬ 
diate  Days,  fhe  took  plentifully  of  a  De- 
codbion  of  Guaiacum,  together  with  a  Milk 
Diet,  &c. — Every  other  Night  her  private 
Parts  were  fumigated  with  Cinnabar ,  and 

Mercur.  pracip.  rub. - 1  was  likewife 

obliged  to  adminifter  a  gentle  Anodyne 
every  Evening,  at  the  Hour  of  Reft,  to 
eafe  her  Pain,  and  to  procure  Sleep ; 
which  for  fome  time  paft,  fhe  had  been  al- 
.  .  moil 
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irtoft  a  Stranger  to.  Her  Urine  was  al- 
moft  wholly  fuppreiTed,  fo  that  fhe  was 
now  obliged  daily  to  be  relieved  by  the 

Cathether.- - Thefe  Medicines  feemed 

to  agree  with  her  for  better  than  a  Week, 
when  lhe  was  fuddenly  ieized  with  a 
Diarrhea,  and  a  prodigious  Swelling  of 
the  Labia  pudendi ,  with  an  Increafe  of  Pain 
in  the  Uterus. — I  immediately  defifted  from 
any  further  Ule  of  the  Fumigation-,  fo¬ 
mented  the  grieved  Parts  with  an  emollient 
Fomentation,  dreffed  the  Chancres ,  or  Ul¬ 
cers,  with  a  little  Ung.  mercurials  and 
liippreffeci  the  Diarrhoea  with  the  Decode 
Fracajt.  &c.  But  I  kept  her  to  the  Ufe  of 
the  Guaiacum  Drink. — In  a  few  Days  the 
Swelling  of  the  private  Parts  fubfided,  and 
the  Ulcers  began  to  difcharge  good  Matter : 
but  the  putrid  Sanies ,  which  iflued  from 
the  Womb,  was  fo  intolerably  fetid  as 
icarce  to  be  borne. — I  then  ordered  the 
following  Injection  for  the  Uterus. 

R  Lap.  medicament.  5ij  cop  paulifper  in 
Aq.  Calcis  lb)  cola ,  cui  adde  Deccdli 
■  Guaiac.  TbB  /.  injedtio :  Hujus  tepe- 
fadh  q.  s.  bis  in  die ,  in  Uterum ,  opt 
Jiphonis ,  injiciatur. 


* 
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The  Decodtion  of  the  Guaiacum  was 
made  by  boiling  four  Ounces  of  the  Rafp- 
ings  in  fix  Pints  of  Water  to  four,  and 
then  {trained.  I  likewife  prefcribed  her 
the  following  Eledtuary. 

R  Elett.  lenitiv.  gvj.  Mercur.  alcalfat.  3 ij . 
Sulph.  pracip.  Calcis  Antimon.  Sal. 
Nitri  pur.  da  jj.  Syr.  e  Cert.  Aurant. 
q,  s.  f.  Eledf.  cujus  capiat  ad  mag. 
iV.  M.  bis  in  die ,  fuperbibendo  fbii 
Decoin  Guaiac.  cujus  eandem  bibat 
quantitatem  per  fe.  Jape  in  die. 

The  Ufe  of  the  above  Eledtuary  and 
Decodtion  were  continued  a  Fortnight ; 
when,  in  their  Room,  fire  took  only  ol  the 
following  Decodt  ion. 

R  Rad.  China  Sarfap.  tetmiter  incif  dd 
Torment.  Eryng.  cond.  incif.  ad  %il. 
ccq.  in  Aq.  font.  Ibiv.  ad  Ibij.  cola ,  & 
adde  Syr.  Balfam.  q-  s.  ad  faporm 
gratum  :  cujus  bib  at  jiv,  J"<ape  in  die , 
cum  tertia  parte  lattis  vaccin.  admijl. 

The  Anodyne  was  continued .  every 

jsjjght  during  the  Courfe  ot  her  taking  tne 

Eledluary,  and  Decobl.  Guaiac.  fire  jweat 

little ;  but  when  fire  complained  of  Faint- 

nefsj 
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nefs,  her  Spirits  were  recruited  with  mo¬ 
derate  Draughts  of  fmall  red  Wine-whev. — 
After  perfevering  a  Month  in  the  Uie  of 
the  Injedtion,  and  the  above  Remedies,  fbe 
feemed  fo  far  recovered,  (the  Dilcharge 
from  the  Uterus  being  almoft  gone,  and 
not  at  all  fetid,  the  Pains  greatly  abated, 
and  the  Ulcers  in  the  Labia  pudendi  were 
quite  healed)  that  her  Relations  and  Neigh- 
bours  laughed  at  the  Severity  of  my  Prog- 
nofis,  and  thought  little  die  was  further 
wanting  to  complete  her  Cure,  than  to  re¬ 
lieve  her  Stoppage  of  Urine,  which  indeed 
was  now  totally  fupprefled  ;  Ihe  never  mak¬ 
ing  a  Drop  but  by  the  Help  of  the  Ca¬ 
theter. 

I  confefs  I  was  greatly  furprized  at  this 
Alteration  for  the  better  •,  and  fhe  fo  far 
impofed  upon  me,  that  I  ordered  my  In- 
ftrument  maker  to  make  a  very  fhort  Ca¬ 
theter,  which,  being  contrived  with  a 
Cork,  to  be  put  in  and  taken  out  at  Plea- 
fure,  in  order  for  the  Difcharge  of  the 
Urine,  was  to  have  been  introduced  into 
the  Bladder,  and  confined  there  by  means 
of  a  Ribbon  paffcd  through  two  fmall 
Rings  in  the  Head  of  the  Catheter,  and 
then  carried  between  the  Thighs  back¬ 
wards,  and  coming  round  the  lower  Part 
of  the  Abdomen  tied  before ;  fo  that  it 

H  2  need- 
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needed  only  to  have  been  removed  twice 
or  thrice  in  a  Week  to  have  cleaned  it. — 
But  lire  did  not  live  long  enough  to  want 
this  new  Inftrument  •,  for  as  foon  as  Hie 
began  to  get  a  pretty  good  Appetite,  Ihe 
indulged  herfelf  in  drinking  Strong- beer, 
eating  Beef-ftakes,  &c.  for  Dinner  ;  and, 
very  frequently.  Red-herrings  for  Supper ; 
fo  that  this  acrimonious  Diet,  foon  put  the 
latent  Remains  of  the  Diftemper  in  Utero , 
again  into  Agitation  •,  and  in  three  Weeks 
afterwards,  the  Pains  and  fetid  Difcharge 
from  the  Womb,  were  returned  as  bad  as 
ever. — The  Cancer  eat  its  Way  thro’  the 
Uterus  and  Bladder,  for  a  tew  Days  before 
fire  died,  her  Urine  was  evacuated  per  Va- 
g'mam  ;  notwithftanding  fhe  was  daily  le- 
lieved  with  the  Catheter,  twice  or  thrice  a 
Day,  either  by  myfelf,  or  the  young  Gen¬ 
tleman  my  Apprentice  ;  who  had  by  Ule 
and  my  Diredions,  learned  to  pals  it  very 
dexteroufly,  when  Necellity  required  in  my 
Abfence.  The  modeft  Way  of  paffing  the 
Catheter,  is  to  do  it  underneath  the  Bed¬ 
clothes  •,  without  uncovering  the  Patient. — 
She  died  November  the  22c!,  1751. 

When  the  Nature  and  Caufe  of  a  Dif- 
cafe  is  not  well  underftood,  the  Cure  can 

feldom  be  profecuted  with  Succefs  j  and 

the 
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the  Prognofis  in  fuch  Cafes  will  moftly  be 
erroneous..  The  following  Cafe  is  an  In¬ 
stance  of  the  Truth  of  this  Affer-tion. 

OBSERVATION  XVIII. 

Some  Years  ago,  a  maiden  young  Wo¬ 
man  about  Twenty,  fubject  to  a  Chlorojis 
and  the  Fluor  albus ,  complained  of  an  Un- 
eafinefs  in  the  Vagina  ;  lor  which  floe  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  Midwife;  who  not  being  able  to 
find  out  the  Nature  of  her  Complaint,  (al¬ 
ter  the  fruitlefs  Applications  of  a  Fomen¬ 
tation  to  the  external  Parts,  for  feme  time) 
advifed  her  to  a  neighbouring  Surgeon  ; 
who  on  the  InfpeCtion  of  a  bloody  and  fe¬ 
tid  Difcharge,  which  daily,  for  fome  Weeks 
paft,  had  illued  from  the  Vagina ,  conclud¬ 
ed  it  an  ulcerated  Cancer  ;  and  after  a  fur¬ 
ther  Right  Examination,  pronounced  it  in¬ 
curable.— However,  he  ordered  her  an  In¬ 
jection,  but  it  was  ol  no  Service  to  her.- — 

Some  time  after  fhe  applied  to  me. - 1 

found  her  a  poor  thin,  pale  Creature,  un¬ 
der  a  great  Dejection  of  Spirits,  and  could 
not  be  fpoke  to  without  crying. — She  told 
me  that  her  Dilorder  had  been  coming 
upon  her,  by  degrees,  for  better  than  a 
Year  paft,  without  much  Pain,  only  a  kind 
of  pricking  Smart  after  walking,  as  fhe 
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fxoreffed  it  but  that  now  fhe  was  full  of 
Fain,  and  the  Diicharge  which  came  from 
her  Body  fmeit  fo  bad,  as  fcarce  to  be 
borne. — And  indeed  fo  I  found  it  •,  for 
when  1  came  to  examine  her,  I  could 

hardly  bear  it. - The  Difcharge,  which 

came  from  her,  was  not  great,  of  a  dark  i fit 
bloody  Colour  ;  but  the  external  Privities 
were  protruded,  and  the  Labia  f  udendi  a. 
little  fwelled.  > 

She  made  Water  with  Difficulty,  and 
that  not  without  the  Afiiftance  of  her  Fin¬ 
ger. — I  met  with  no  Difficulty  in  pairing 
the  Catheter,  by  which  I  diicharged  about 
half  a  Pint  of  pale  Urine. — I  felt  nothing 
in  the  Bladder. — But  in  paffing  my  Finger 
in  Vaginam ,  I  difcovered  a  hard  Body,  which 
felt,  i  thought,  at  fir  ft,  almoft  like  the 
Os  Uteri  come  down  within  an  Inch  of  the 
Os  externum :  At  length  I  found  it  was  a 
Tumor,  or  large  Excrefcence  that  grew  to 
the  left  Side  of  the  Vagina ,  and  that  the 
Bafis  of  it  was  fmall.— By  gently  dilating 
the  Os  externum ,  and  the  Flelp  of  a  proper 
Syringe  with  warm  Water,  I  evacuated 
fome  of  the  {linking  grumous  Blood, 
which  had  been  lodged  there  fome  time  •, 
and  was  nothing  more  than  the  menftrual 
Difcharges  accumulated  in  the  Cavity  of 
the  Vagina  by  the  Cbftr  action  of  this  pre- 
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ternatural  Body. — My  Bufmefs  was  now 
how  to  extirpate  this  Tumor. — — I  was 
doubtful  of  the  Species  of  this  Excrefcence  ; 
as  whether  it  might  not  be  of  a  cancerous 
Nature.'  I  would  have  called  in  my  inge¬ 
nious  and  very  worthy  Friend  Mr.  Edward 
Cooper  (an  eminent  Surgeon  of  Bungay) 
but  was  not  permitted.— I  then  fet  about 
the  Operation,  and  by  the  Help  of  the 
Iron  Inftrument  invented  by  Mr.  Chefelden 
for  tying  the  Tonfils  with  a  proper  Liga¬ 
ture,  I  loon  extirpated  the  S  chirr  us  ;  which 
was  as  large  as  a  Walnut,  an  Inch  long, 
and  of  the  Shape  of  a  Cone  inverted,  lo 
that  as  it  grew,  its  Bafis,  as  I  Lid  before, 
was  much  fmaller  than  its  Extremity  : 
which  was  a  favourable  Circumftance  in 
the  Extirpation.— — -The  Fart  grew  well 
in  ten  Days  after  the  Operation,  by  the 
Ufe  of  only  an  Injection  of  Ample  Ay. 
Calcis  and  Mel  -Rofarum :  And,  in  three 
Months  afterwards,  fhe  was-  re  ft  o  red  to 
perfect  Health  by  a  few  internal  Reme¬ 
dies. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  Eflfay  with  the  often 
quoted  Saying  of  Horace , 

- Si  quid  novijli  reflius  ijlis 

Candidus  imperti :  ft  non  his  utere  mecum. 
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A  L  E  T  T  E  R  to  Mr.  John  Freke, 
Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomews  Hoi- 
pita],  and  F.R.S. 

S  1 

IH  a vc  been,  fome  time,  in  a  Doubt, 
whether  I  fhould  communicate  the  Sue- 
cels  1  have  already  had  on  a  new  Method 
of  treating  cancerous  Ulcers,  (which  has 
occurred  to  me  fince  the  writing  of  my 
Eflay,)  or  whether  I  ought  not  to  wait  ’till 
farther  Experience  has  informed  me  how 
far  the  enfuing  Remarks  may  merit  the 

Attention  of  the  Public. - -But  as,  feme- 

times,  feemingly  trivial  Hints,  in  Matters 
of  this  Nature,  from  Perfons  of  the  final! - 
eft  Experience,  may  be  of  Ufe  to  thofe 
of  more  Skill  and  extenfive  Practice,  I 
determined  with  myfelf  to  prefume  on 
troubling  you  with  this  Letter,  and  that,  if 
it  fhould  meet  your  Approbation,  to  have 
it  printed  with  my  Efiay. 

That  learned  Body,  of  which  you  are  a 
worthy  Member,  has  always  fhewn  En¬ 
couragement  to  all  laudable  Endeavours 
for  ufeful  Difcoveries  in  Nature,  and  the 
Science  of  Medicine  ;  I  thought,  therefore, 
1  could  write  to  no  properer  Perfon  than 
to  yourlelf,  as  one  of  that  Society  of  noble, 

learned. 
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learned,  and  ingenious  Men,  who  has  laid, 
as  I  may  fay,  your  Injunctions  on  me  to 
attempt  all  in  my  Power  towards  improv¬ 
ing  the  Art  of  Healing. 

I  am,  I  fear,  very  unequal  to  the  Talk 
you  have  affigned  me  ;  and  more  efpe- 
cially  in  a  Difeafe  which  has  hitherto  elud¬ 
ed  the  Skill  of  the  greateft  Proficients  in 
Surgery ;  who,  as  yet,  I  believe,  are  ig¬ 
norant  of  any  certain  Cure  for  an  ulcer¬ 
ated  Cancer . 

God  only  knows  whether  my  (lender 
Endeavours  will  ever  anfwer  the  Purpofe 
I  intend  them  ;  but  I  am  determined  to 
lofe  no  Opportunity  that  my  Practice  may 
furnifh  me  with,  in  attempting  to  difco- 
ver  a  Remedy  for  this  terrible  Difeafe  ; 
and  I  heartily  wifh  all  thofe  of  fuperior 
Abilities,  and  larger  Practice,  would  do 
the  fame. 

’Tis  true,  I  have  been  laughed  at  al¬ 
ready,  behind  my  Back,  for  this  Deter¬ 
mination ;  and,  it  has  been  faid,  1  fhall 
be  only  ridiculed  for  my  Vanity,  and  the 
idle  Scheme,  of  my  endeavouring  to  find 
out  a  Cure  for  a  Diftemper,  which  the 
moft  learned  and  fkilfui  allow  incurable. — • 
But  I  am  content  to  bear  all  the  Calumny 
of  thofe,  who,  I  am  fenfible  are  the  Ma¬ 
jority,  againft  me,  provided  I  can  have  the 
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Approbation  of  the  difcerning  few,  who, 
though  my  Attempts  fhould  prove  unfuc- 
ceisful,  will  flill  lament  the  Want  of  fuch  a 
Difcovery,  and  neverthelefs  praife,  rather 
than  diipraife,  the  Goodnefs  of  my  Inten¬ 
tion. 

I  fliall  not,  good  Sir,  tire  you  with  any 
farther  Preface,  but  haften  to  inform  you, 
that  I  have  made  various  Experiments  with 
the  Juices  of  divers  kinds  of  Plants,  and 
after  I  had  found,  in  the  moft  cautious 
Manner,  that  fome  of  them  might  be  fafe- 
ly  applied  to  the  human  Body,  I  made 
Trial  of  thefe  Juices  on  ulcerated  Cancers. — 
1  fhall  not,  at  prefent,  trouble  you  with 
an  Account  of  all  the  Plants  1  have  made 
Trial  of :  That  which,  I  think,  deferves 
our  immediate  Notice,  is,  the  fharp- pointed 
Sparge,  or  Cataputia  •,  which  1  have  grow¬ 
ing  in  my  Garden. — The  milky  Juices  of 
this  Plant  is  fomewhat  acrimonious,  as 
may  be  difcovered  by  the  Tafte  of  it  •,  but 
it  makes  no  Change  on  the  blue  Paper. 

As  I  do  not,  now,  intend  to  give  a 
Detail  of  the  Methods  made  ufe  of  to  dif- 
t'over  the  Nature  of  this  Plant,  and  what 
fir  11  induced  me  to  make  Trial  of  it,  I  ihall 
only,  in  general  Terms,  tell  you  in  what 
Manner  1  have  ufed  it,  and  the  Succefs  I 
have  had  with  it  in  one  Cafe  •,  at  the  fame 
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Time  ingenuoufly  relating  what  I  mixed 
with  it,  and  what  internal  Medicines  my 
Patient  took  at  the  Time  of  its  Applica¬ 
tion. 

After  I  had  got  about  a  Pint  of  the 
Juice  of  the  Catapuiia ,  (partly  by  wound¬ 
ing  a  Number  of  Plants  in  feveral  Places, 
and  partly  by  Expreffion)  I  placed  it  in 
the  Sun,  in  a  Leaden-difh,  where  it  flood 
’till  it  had  acquired  almoft  the  Confidence 
of  an  Ointment.— To  every  Ounce  of  this 
infpifiated  Juice,  I  mixed  of  Mercur.  dulcis 
pracipit .  *  and  finely  levigated  Black-lead, 
of  each  one  Scruple  :  The  Ungent,  thus 
prepared,  was  kept  in  Gallypots  clofe  tied 
down  with  a  Bladder,  for  Ufe. 

The  Cafe  in  which  I  ufed  the  above 

% 

Unguent  is  as  follows. 

A  young  Woman,  about  thirty  Years 
old,  (fometimes  fubjedt  to  cutaneous  Ulcers 
on  her  Legs,  which  were  healed  by  ordi¬ 
nary  Applications  and  mild  mercurial  Pur¬ 
gatives)  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  brought 
to  Bed  of  an  illegitimate  Child  ;  which  at 
firft  lire  fuckled. 

In  a  few  Weeks  after  her  Delivery,  her 
right  Bread;  fwelled  and  inflamed,  lb  that 

*  What  I  cal!  Mercur,  dulcis  pr  red  pit.  is  fsveet 
Mercury  precipitated  in  Arp.  Calcis 5  as  defcribed  in 
my  Effay. 
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file  Child  could  not  fuck  of  it :  But  to 
prevent  its  coming  to  Suppuration,  flie 
had  it,  twice  in  a  Day,  fomented  with  very 
hot  Spir.  Fin.  rett.  which,  indeed,  abated 
the  Swelling,  in  fome  meafure,  and  the  In¬ 
flammation  ;  but  reduced  the  whole  Bread 
to  a  very  hard  fchirrous  Tumor. — TheUn* 
eafinefs  which  Ihe  differed  from  the  Pains 
in  her  Breaft,  and  other  Circumftances,  go¬ 
ing  contrary  to  her  Willies,  threw  her  into 
a  fever,  for  which  flie  kept  her  Bed  three 
Weeks. — During  this  Diforder  the  Milk 
in  her  other  Breaft  fo  much  leflened,  that 
Are  was  obliged  to  wean  the  Infant. 

Almoft  four  Months  elapfed  in  the  Ufe 
of  various  Applications,  as  Poultices,  C?c. 
prefcribed  by  her  female  Acquaintance,  to 
relolve  the  Induration  of  the  Breaft  •,  but 
with  lo  little  Succefs,  that  both  the  Pain 
and  Hardnefs  rather  encreafed  ^  although 
there  was  a  partial  Suppuration  of  a  very 
large  Knot  in  the  interior  inferior  Side  of 
the  Breaft  near  its  Bafis. — The  Matter  dis¬ 
charged  was  thin  and  ichorous.— — Soon 
after  this,  an  ill-condition’d  Fungus  thruft 
out  at  the  Orifice  of  the  Sore,  which  her 
female  Attendant  endeavoured  often  to  re¬ 
duce,  by  clipping  off  the  Top  with  her 
Sciffars,  afterwards  .rubbing  it  with  the 
Vitriol  Stone,  and  then  covering  the  Ulcer 

with 
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■with  an  Ointment  of  her  own  making.— 
Thefe  Applications  gave  her  great  Fain, 
the  Fungus ,  in  a  Day  or  two,  growing  up 
as  large  as  ever,  and  bleeding  fome  Ounces 
every  time  it  was  cut,  made  her,  at  length, 
fo  miferable,  that  fhe  was  defirous  I  fhould 
attend  her. 

I  found  the  whole  Breaft  indurated,  as 
before  obferved,  and  much  enlarged,  fo 
that  it  could  with  Difficulty  be  moved  up¬ 
on  the  Ribs  ;  the  Skin  a  little  inflamed, 

and  the  cutaneous  Veins  turgid.- - The 

Fungus  was  near  an  Inch  higher  than  the 
Skin,  and  as  large  as  an  ordinary  Man’s 
Thumb,  the  Roots  of  which  feemed  to 
grow  out  of  the  Middle  of  the  Tumor, 
which  could  with  much  Difficulty  be  felt 
from  the  other  Parts  of  the  Breaft,  and  was 
of  the  Size  of  a  large  Hen’s  Egg.' — This 
was  the  Tumor,  in  which  there  had  been 
an  ichorous  Suppuration,  as  above-men¬ 
tioned. — From  this  Fungus  there  ifiued  a 
very  thin  and  fetid  Sanies. 

The  whole  Breaft,  and  particularly  the 
Knot,  from  whence  the  Fungus  grew,  were 
attended  with  fuch  lancinating  Pains,  that 
fhe,  frequently,  for  fome  Weeks  paft,  had 
laid  whole  Nights  without  Sleep.— Except 
a  little  feverifh  Indifpofition,  confequently 
ariiing  from  the  Trouble  and  Fatigue  of 

this 
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this  Breaft,  Hie  was  otherwife  in  pretty 
good  Health,  tho’  fhe  had  had  no  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  her  Menfes  for  three  Months 
pall. 

I  pafs’d  my  Probe  near  two  Inches  into 
feveral  Parts  of  the  fungous  Mai's,  without 
giving  her  much  Pain  ;  but  the  Blood  im¬ 
mediately  follow’d  the  withdrawing  the 
Probe,  to  the  Quantity  of  an  Ounce  or 
two. 

From  thefe  Circumftances  I  was  appre- 
henfive  the  Breaft  was  become  cancerous ; 
and,  although  I  concealed  my  Sentiments 
from  her  concerning  it,  I  judged  there 
could  be  no  Cure,  unlefs  the  Breaft  was 
amputated. 

However,  being  defirous  to  fee  what  I 
could  do  with  it,  before  I  propofed  the  Ex¬ 
tirpation  •,  I  bled  and  purged  her,  twice  in 
a  Week,  with  Argent.  Viv.  gr.  xij.  Pilul.  ex 
Colccynthide  cum  aloe  gr.  xv.  made  into  Pills  •, 
directed  cooling  Lotions  to  the  inflamed 
Integuments  •,  applied  Ung.  nutrit.  cum 
fulver.  gall,  to  the  Fungus ;  and,  laftly, 
cover’d  the  whole  Breaft  with  a  mercurial 
faturnine  Cerate.  I  likewife  preferibed  her 
a  fuitable  Diet. 

Five  Weeks  were  fpent  in  attempting  to 
refolve  the  Induration  of  the  Breaft,  with 
this  Succefs,  that  the  Hardnefs  difperfed, 

and 
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and  it  became  very  moveajple  on  the  Ribs  ; 
but  the  Tumor  and  Fungus  remained  much 
as  ufual  •,  daily  difcharging  a  thin  watery 
Ichor,  but  lefs  foetid.  —  I  then  endeavor’d 
to  deftroy  the  Fungus  with  fome  Precipi¬ 
tate,  but  by  this  Means  the  Diforder  was 
greatly  irritated  -3  the  Tumor,  in  a  few 
Days,  enlarged  •,  the  whole  Breaft  fwelled, 
and  grew  again  very  painful.  Upon  this, 
I  immediately  defifted  from  any  farther  Ufe 
of  the  Precipitate  applied  Ung.  nutrit.  ut 
ante  a ,  continuing  the  Application  of  the 
faturnine  Cerate  •,  repeated  Bleeding  and 
Purging  as  before. — In  little  better  than 
a  Week’s  Time,  the  Swelling  was  again 
fubfided,  and  the  Pains  almoft  gone,  fo 
that  I  could  feel  diftindtly  the  Tumor, 
which  was,  indeed,  harder  than  ufual,  as 

well  as  the  fungous  Flefh.  - In  a  few 

Days  after  this,  the  Breaft  coming  to  its 
natural  Softnefs,  I  then,  with  my  Patient’s 
Confent,  was  determined  to  diffecl  out  the 
Knot  and  Fungus  together  •,  which  accord¬ 
ingly  I  did.  * —  Five  Days  after  the  Opera¬ 
tion,  the  Wound  began  to  digeft,  and 
feemed  to  go  on  as  well  as  we  could  wifh  ; 
but  in  the  Space  of  a  Week  more,  at  the 
Bottom  of  the  Wound,  I  difcover’d  a 
hardilh  fungous  Excrefcence  arifmg,  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  Pain. 
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This  greatly  alarm’d  me,  being  appre¬ 
hend  ve  of  a  Return  of  the  Difeafe,  owing, 
as  I  fuppofed,  to  fome  affedted  Part  being 
left  behind,  which  fhould  have  been  extir¬ 
pated. 

I  attempted  reducing  this  Excrefcence 
with  red  Mercury  precipitate  •,  but  this 
did  not  agree';  it  feem’d  to  harden  the  Ex¬ 
crefcence,  although  it  cropt  the  Top  of  it, 
while  the  Bads  daily  encreafed,  and  the 
other  Parts  of  the  Wound  began  to  difcharge 
a  very  thin  Matter. 

I  endeavor’d  to  excite  a  gentle  Salivation 
after  the  Operation,  according  to  the  Di¬ 
rections  in  my  Effay,  but  in  vain  •,  the 
Mercury  always  ran  through  her. — Thefe 
Methods  proving  unfuccefsful,  I  applied 
the  following  Cataplafm,  and  made  her 
drink  daily  five  Pints  of  the  Decott.  Lign. 
Guaiac.  as  directed  in  the  Medical  Effay s  *. 

R  Rafur.  lign.  Guaiac.  1 hfs.  Flor.  Cha - 
mamel.  m.  vj.  M.  Coq.  ex  Aq.  font.  q.  s. 
ad  colat.  1 hiv.  p.  fotu. 

R  hujufce  colatur.  \bfs.  Farm.  Sent.  Lin. 
y,v.  coq.  ad  confiftent.  cataplafm. 

After  a  Week’s  Ufe  of  thefe  Things,  I 
found  they  would  anfwer  neither  mine,  nor 

*  Vide  Page  83.  Vol.  V.  Addition, 
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my  Patient’s  Expectations  •,  for  altho’  fire 
l'weat  confiderably,  and  Part  of  the  Breaft 
continued  in  good  Order,  yet  the  fungous 
Excrefcence  encreafed,  and  the  Sore  daily 
grew  more  crude. 

I  then  cover’d  the  whole  Sore,  with  thin 
Pledgets  of  Lint  fpread  with  the  Unguent 
of  the  Cataputia  before  defcribed  ;  over  this 
I  applied  the  Cataplafm,  and  continued  the 

Decoction  as  before.  - - The  lecond  Day 

after  the  Application  of  the  Cataputia ,  the 
Lips  of  the  Sore  grew  turgid  and  inflamed  ; 
and  the  affected  Side  of  the  Breaft,  on  the 
third  Day,  was  fomewhat  tumified,  but 
attended  with  no  great  Degree  of  Pain.  — • 
In  fhort,  in  about  ten  Days,  there  followed 
feveral  fmall  Suppurations  in  the  Lips  of 
the  Sore,  the  fungous  Subftance  daily  wafted, 
and  was  caft  off,  and  in  fifteen  Days  after 
theU.fe  of  th t  Cataputia,  the  Ulcer  became 
well  digefted,  and  appeared  in  a  healing 
State.  — I  then  order’d  her  to  drink  lefs 
of  the  DecoCtion,  and  left  off  the  Ufe  of 
the  Ointment  of  the  Cataputia.  —  I  drefs’d 
the  Ulcer  with  filch  ordinary  Applications, 
as  are  commonly  tiled  to  Wounds  in  an 
Learning  State-,  but  continued  the  Ufe  of 
the  Cataplafm  to  the  End  of  the  Cure  ; 
which  was  compleated  in  two  Months  after 
the  Application  of  the  Cataputia. 
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Two  Months  after  her  Cure,  her  Menfes 
returned,  and  continued  their  regular  Pe¬ 
riods  ;  and  fince  that  Hie  is  grown  healthy 
and  ftrong,  having  no  Symptom  of  her 
former  Complaint. 

Whether  any  future  Experiments,  with 
thefe  Medicines,  and  the  Application  of  the 
Cataputia  will  deprefs  my  prefent  rifing 
Plope,  of  having  found  out  fomething  that 
may  be  beneficial  in  this  lamentable  Difeafe, 

I  know  is  uncertain  ;  becaufe,  I  am  well 
aware,  that  a  fingle  Cafe,  fucceeding  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  Wifhes,  is  not  fufficient  for 
our  haftily  drawing  a  Conclufion  to  a  general 
Method  ,pf  Cure  •,  as  Medicines  require  a 
frequent  and  repeated  Courfe  of  Trials  to 

accurately  difcover  their  Effects. - And, 

as  one  Man’s  private  Practice  does  not  al¬ 
ways  fupply  him  with  a  fufficient  Number 
of  proper  Subjefts  to  duly  make  Trial  of 
any  new- invented  Remedy,  I  think,  ’tis  a 
Duty  incumbent  upon  him,  to  communi¬ 
cate  it  to  others,  who  may  have  Opportu¬ 
nities  of  further  improving  or  exploding 
fuch  Remedies,  both  for  the  Good  of  his 
Fellow-Creatures  in  general,  and  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Healing  Art  in  particular. 

I  had  the  Misfortune  of  having  almoil 
all  my  Plants  of  the  Cataputia  deftroy’d,  or 
I  would  have  fent  up  fome  of  the  Unguent  y 

as 
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as  I  call  it,  for  your  Ufe,  if  you  fliouid 
think  proper  to  make  any  Trial  of  it.  — 
i  am  endeavouring  to  cultivate  the  little 
Spot  on  which  the  remaining  few  Roots 
grow,  for  their  further  Encreafe. 

I  beg  Leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf,  worthy 
Sir,  with  great  Refpect, 

Tour  mojt  obedient, 

■  -  r 

Halefworth,  And  mojl  obliged, 

1  >  1 7  5  3  • 

humble  Servant , 

*  ¥ 

i  .*  *  /  *  •  •  w  a  ^  v  v  Ti  4  *  y  } 

W.  Norford. 


Tie  E  N  D. 


a 
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j4?t  I  N  D  E  X  of  the  Obser¬ 
vations. 

Obferv.  I.  jT~\  F  the  ill  Conlequence  at- 

tending  the  Ufe  of  an 
emollient  Fomentation  and  Cataplafm, 
to  a  Scbirrus  in  the  Bread: ;  and  the  bad 
Effects  of  an  ill-prepared  Phagedenic 
Water  after  it  was  ulcerated.  Page  22. 

II.  Of  a  fruitlefs  Endeavour  to  refolve  a 
fchirrous  Bread,  which  was  afterwards 
obliged  to  be  amputated:  But  theDif- 
eafe  foon  after  the  Operation  returned, 
and  rendered  the  Patient  miferable. 

Page  30 

III.  Of  a  very  large  ulcerated  cancerous 
Bread  extirpated,  and  happily  cured. 

Page  41 

IV.  Of  an  Attempt  to  refolve  a  fchirrous 

Tumor  in  the  under,  or  back  Part  of  the 
Arm  by  the  Axilla.  Page  47 

V.  Of  a  Blow  in  the  left  Bread  of  a  Wo¬ 

man,  about  forty-eight  Years  old, 
which  occafioned  a  fchirrous  Tumor, 
that  neverthelefs  afterwards  happily  fub-* 
fided.  Page  58 

VI.  Of  the  Amputation  ot  a  cancer’ d  ul¬ 
cerated  Bread  from  a  Blow  •,  where,  a 

few 
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few  Years  afterwards,  the  Cancer  returned 
and  killed  the  Patient.  Page  59 

VII.  Of  an  ulcerated  Cancer,  in  the  Bread; 

of  a  Woman  fixtv  Years  old,  which  had 
continued  feveral  Years  with  little  In- 
con  veni  ency,  Hie  dying  at  lad  of  fo'me 
other  Difeale.  Page  63 

VIII.  Of  a  cancer’ d  Bread  feparated  from 
the  Body  by  a  Gangrene ,  in  a  Lady  of 
fifty  Years  of  Age  ;  the  Cancer  after¬ 
wards  returning,  when  the  Part  was 
near  cicatrizing,  killed  her.  Page  y 2 

IX.  Of  a  very  large  cancerous  Wen,  in  the 
Bread  of  a  Woman  thirty-fix  Years  old, 
which  was  partly  feparated  from  the 
Body  by  a  Gangrene ,  and  partly  by  the 
Abidance  of  the  Surgeon,  and  cured. 

Page  76 

X.  Of  ulcerated  Cancers  palliated  in  the 

Breads  of  Women  many  Years  ;  the 
Patients  remaining  otherwife  tolerably 
healthful.  Page  84 

XL  Of  a  cancerous  Fungus  in  the  great 
Toe  of  a  Countrywoman,  occafioned 
by  the  cutting  off  the  Nail  imprudently  • 
the  Part  being  obliged  afterwards  to  be 
extirpated.  Page  107 

XII.  Of  a  fchirrous  Tumor  extirpated 
from  the  Bread,  and  cured.  Page  1 13 

XIII. 
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XIII.  Of  the  fame  in  a  Woman  pail 

Child-bearing,  and  cured.  Page  120 

XIV.  Of  the  bad  Effedts  of  an  adhefive 

gummous  Plaifter,  to  two  fchirrous  Tu¬ 
mors  in  the  Breaft.  Page  128 

XV.  Of  a  very  large  cancerous  Tumor 

extirpated  from  the  Lips  of  a  Man, 
and  cured.  Page  138 

XVI.  Of  an  unfuccefsful  Attempt  to  ex¬ 

tirpate  a  cancerous  Tumor  in  the  Lip  of 
a  Man  forty  Years  old.  Page  139 

XVII.  Of  an  ulcerated  Cancer  in  the  Uterus 
of  a  Woman  fifty  Years  old,  compli¬ 
cated  with  the  Lues  Venerea.  Page  142 

XV  HI.  Of  a  fchirrous  Tumor,  or  preter- 
ternatural  Body,  in  the  V  agitia  Uteri, 
extirpated  and  cured.  Page  149 
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INDEX  in  General. 


a. 

Etlus’s  Description  of  the  Operation  for  a 
Cancer  to  Leonidas ,  —  §  1 3*  P*  9 

Abdomen ,  Varices  on  it,  - -  §  56.  p.  67 

Ancients ,  why  they  fo  feldom  fucceeded  in  the 

Cure  of  Cancers ,  — - - -  §  13.  p.  8 

Aq.  Phagedccnlca ,  the  bad  Effects  of  it  ill  pre¬ 


pared, 


§  29, 


p.  2 


—  Monro's  Remarks  on  it,  ibid,  p .  26 
Atra-bilis ,  the  Ancients  Opinion  of  it,  §  56.  />. 67 
Authors ,  guided  in  their  Writings  by  the  Autho¬ 
rities  of  their  PredeceiTors,  —  §30.  />.  27 


R. 

Bleeding ,  Nature’s  la  ft  Refort  in  a  Cancer ,  §  38. 
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Blood ,  the  Reafon  of  its  black  Appearance  in  the 
varicous  Veins  of  feme  Tumors,  §  56.  p.  67 
— —  Freke's  Obfervation  on  it  in  cancer’d 
Breafts  after  Amputation,  —  §57- 

* — —  in  old  Women  often  of  an  aduft  Colour, 

[?£/V.  p,  69 

*— *—  a  Heterogeneous  Fluid,  §  77.  p,  99 

Boerhaave' s  Opinion  on  removing  the  Caufe  of 
a  Cancer  when  the  Operation  is  neceffary,  £3V. 

[§  82.  />.  1 10 

Breafts  glandular  according  to  Chefelden ,  §  73. 

O  92 

— —  not  To  according  to  Ruyfch ,  [/£/</.  p.  ibid. 

C. 
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C. 

Cancers ,  no  Medicines  to  be  rely’d  on  in  the 

Cure  of  them,  - - - - — •  §  i •  p.  3 

• - only  to  be  cured  by  Refolution  and  Ex¬ 
tirpation,  - - - -  §  2.  p,  4 

- - the  Propriety  of  extirpating  them  difputed, 

.  [§  3-  b  5 

»—  Celfus’ s  Opinion  on  the  Extirpation  of 

them, - —  §4.  p'S 

<■—  the  Ufe  of  the  Cautery  exploded  in  their 

Cure,  - - — —  §  14.  p'  10 

« - fome  of  them  critical,  —  §  66.  p .  83 

—  more  Hiftories  of  Cures  by  the  Operation, 
among  fuch  as  were  of  a  long  Time  {landing, 
than  among  recent  ones,  §  78.  p.  100 

- - fometimes  arife  without  any  fchirrous  Tu¬ 
mors  preceding  them,  - —  ibid,  p.  105 

- fuddenly  arifing  and  encreafing  faff,  more 

difficult  of  Cure  than  when  they  come  on  by 

flow  Degrees,  - - —  §83.  p-.in 

-—occult.  Women  affl idled  with  them,  the 
public  Charity  well  bellowed  in  providing  for 
them,  — - -  §  85.  p.  124 

D. 

Diet)  what  Kinds  ought  to  be  avoided  after  the 

Operation  in  Cancers,  — - *  §  83.  />.  ill. 

. - —  Changes  in  it,  iff c,  fhould  be  made  by 

Degrees,  - - -  ibid .  p.  ibid, 

. - chief  Strcfs  laid  on  it,  iffc,  after  the  Ope¬ 
ration  to  prevent  a  Relapfe,  §84.  1 12 

• - may  be  of  moft  of  the  farinaceous  Sub- 

Ihmces  - •  §  90.  />.  131 

Diet 
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Diet ,  particular  Kinds  fpecified,  •  $gr.  p.  130 
Dran’s  (LeJ  Story  of  the  corrofive  Quality  of 
the  Matter  in  a  Cancer,  ■  ■— •  §  47.  p.  5 1 


E. 
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Empirics ,  not  to  be  trufted  to  in  the  Cure  of 

Difeafes,  - — . . — -  §  29.  p ,  21 

a  remarkable  Inftance  of  one,  §  ibid,  p.  2& 


Efchar ,  how  form’d,  and  feparated,  §  64. 

F. 

(Mr.)  his  Remarks  on  the  Atra-biiis , 

4  57*  P*  6S 

,  -  - - on  the  Locality  of  Cancers  ^  §63. 

g.  ■  f9 


Gangrene ,  fometimes  critical,  £sfr.  §  53,  />.  62 

— - no  vital  Parts  mixed  with  it,  $  64.  p.  So 

— —  lefs  terrible  than  a  Cancer ,  4  65.  p,  8  x 

GW,  Remarks  on  it,  §  68,  69,  70.  86 


H.  ‘ 

Helmonf  s  Story  of  a  Man’s  curing  Cancers  with 

a  Powder,  — - - —  §  1.  />.  3 

Hildanus'%  Story  of  a  Surgeon’s  applying  JT/zg-. 

/Egypt,  to  a  Fungus  in  a  Cancer ,  §  50.  p,  55 

Hippocrates's  Aphorifm  on  occult  Cancers ,  §  29. 

/>.  21 

Hydromel  recommended  in  Cancers,  §91 . />.  133 
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M. 

Mercury ,  the  moft  powerful  of  all  Attenuants, 

§  26.  p.  18 

—  Ointment  of,  . .  ■—  §45*  P9  4^ 

- — —  dulcis  prcecipitatus  what,  %  29.  p*  24 

■ — —  e/net,  Jlavus  . *  §  86.  p»  125 

- - internally  given,  beft  anfwers  the  Intention 

of  Refolution, - §  85.  A  I23 

—  - pracip .  ruber ,  its  Effect  in  Wounds,  &c.  • 

§  81.  p.  106  - 

Monro  (Mr.)  his  Opinion  on  Cancers ,  §  5,  6, 

■  •  ’  7,  8,  9,  ic,  n,  12.  p.  7>  8 

P. 

Parts  the  moft  fubje£t  to  a  Cancer,  §  16.  p*  12 
feized  with  a  Cancer  incurable,  §  18.  p*  13 
Patients  afflicted  with  occult  Cancers  ought  to 

be  near  the  Surgeon,  - -  §  43*  P 9  45 

Plumb .  recommended  in  Cancers ,  §  45*  A  4^ 


R* 

Refolution  of  a  Cancer  very  feldom,  §  15*  P*  12 
— —  when  to  be  attempted,  §  25,  26,  27,  28, 

[29.  '/>.  17*  18, 

S. 

Schlrrus  moftly  the  Forerunner  of  a  Cancer , 

[§  19*  >  *4 

Sedum  majus  good  in  Cancers ,  §  29.  p*  25 

SW;  (Mr.)  his  Opinion  on  Extirpation,  S  39* 
J  ^  A  42- 

of  a  Schirrusy  §  78, 
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Surgeons ,  the  Reafon  why  they  ought  to  agree  in 
the  Method  of  treating  cancerous  Tumors, 

[§  34*  /*•  37- 

Swieten  s  (Van)  Method  of  palliating  an  ulce¬ 
rated  Cancer  in  a  Woman’s  Breaft,  §  50 .p.  55 

u.  ;  ; 

Unguenta  &  Emplajlra ,  little  to  be  expe&ed 
from  their  fanative  Qualities  in  ulcerated 
Cancer  s, - -  §  47.  ^-51 
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TH  E  Author  has  fome  other  re¬ 
markable  Cafes,  with  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  have  further  illuftrated  the  pre¬ 
ceding  Difcourfe  ;  but  fome  Circumftances 
having  occurr’d  fince  thofe  Cafes  happen’d, 
he  thinks  it  neceffary,  for  the  prefent,  to 
defer  their  Publication :  Whenever  he  thinks 
proper  to  publifh  them,  they  will  be  printed 
fo  as  to  be  tack’d  to  the  foregoing  Effay. 

N.  B.  No  Relapfes  have  happen’d  after 
the  Operation  •,  nor  any  Circumftances 
which  may  make  the  Author  alter  his  O- 
pinion  in  regard  to  what  he  has  advanced 
concerning  Extirpation. 

Whenever  thofe  Cafe  are  publiihed, 
fome  Remarks  will  be  made  on  the  Ufe 
of  the  Phytolacca  in  Cancers. 
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